
2

of all kinds is just allowed to melt quietly away under the thousand influences

of civilization ; by raising and ennobling our own motives for helping each

other, and, above all, by constant efiforts to enlarge and increase our own powers

of seeing truly, so that we may understand what are the causes of the evils we
see around us, and what are the conditions under which they can be successfully

attacked ? All this is simply superfluous in presence of the modern omnisci^jnt

and omnipotent Act of Parliament.

I recognize the reasonableness of the remonstrance. I see in full force in

Canada the mistaken view here condemned, that moral forces are to give way

to positive enactments of law ; and that a prohibitory Liquor Law is the proper

and efficacious remedy for intemperance. If Sir Auberon has, as I think,

rightly described the conditions and methods of moral progress—then prohibition

must prove a failure. Has it done so where it has been already adopted ?

• I take up another number of the same journal and my eye rests upon the

words, ** An Experiment in Prohibition, by Vidward Johnson."

I read his concluding remarks as follows :

"But the practical operation of this severe and sweeping law—there is the

rub ! It is a fact, which can not be controverted or denied, that for all practi-

cal purposes the law is an absolute dead letter. According to the returns of the

United States revenue officers, the Government tax on the manufacture and sale

of intoxicating liquors in the State (Vermont) amounted last year to fourteen

thousand dollars in round numbers. On the same authority, there are in the State

at the present time four hundred and forty-six places where intoxicating liquors

are sold ; and, though the population is well-nigh stationary, there is a
marked increase in the number of these places, last year's returns showing
only four hundred and twenty-six, and those for the preceding year four hun-
dred and nine. In the city of Burlington there are about threescore places

where liquor is sold, and in Eutland, St. Albans, and all the larger towns, a
proportional number ; and in every village in the State, with the exception of a
few inconsiderable hamlets, there is at least one such place. A large propor-

tion of the dram-shops are located upon the principal streets, and there is no
concealment or attempted concealment of the illegal traffic conducted within
them. As these facts and figures sufficiently indicate, the law, broadly speak-
ing, is not at all enforced. The sale of liquor, it is hardly too much to say, is

almost as free and open as though there were no such thing as a prohibitory

law. The principal exception to the general rule consists of an occasional

spasmodic attempt to enfore the law in larger places, and the fining of liquor

dealers on what are termed " disclosures." In the latter case, a person arrested

for intoxication is compelled to "disclose" the person of whom he procured
liquor, and that person is then tried for the offense. Such cases are very com-
mon, but as only the lowest class of liquor dealers is concerned in them,
generally speaking, and as the prosecution is invariably for a " first offense,"

no effective purpose is served in repressing the liquor traffic. In the larger
towns, an effort to enforce the law is occasionally made, but such efforts have
invariably proved short-lived, and in almost every instance the people have, at

the earliest opportunity, rejected at the polls the officers who have attempted to

enforce the law. These are the principal exceptions to the general rule of non-
eniorcement. Of enforcing the law as the laws against burglary and larceny
are enforced, no one dreams for a moment. Such is the unsatisfactory result

of Vermont's thirty years' experience of the prohibitory liquor law. One might

!

go stil

the la

which
inatte:

been s

it was

that tl

he dra
meani]

humai
will hi

The pe

to be E

commi
It

whole I

Hi

Ca

Hi

Is

Tt

It
persona

up the

;

as mys(

tunity

for I ha

of my I

passed,

T^HU

when N
He

the freq

Egyptia

Homer,

latter

notices

beei,,


