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lM)urte{jn distinct geoloL;ical ioiiiiations or hori-

zons liave betMi described within a radius of a

few miles from Montreal. Four of tliese belont;- to

the Quaternar}' or newest system, one is doubtfully

but probably referable to the I)e\(;nian, one to

the vSilurian (Upper Silurian of Murchison), seven

to the Ordovician (Lower vSilurian and Cambro-
Silurian of many authors), and the remainder to

the Laurentian or part of the great Archiean
Complex.

A geological map of Montreal and its environs

would comprise four areas marked by four distinct

orographic features wotthy of note, as foUows :

(i) A more or less hilly and mountainous pla-

teau of Archtcan rocks to the north and north-west

of Montreal.

(2) A broad, flat, more or less elevated Ordovi-

cian plain.

(3) A number of conspicuous, more or less

elevated conical mountains or hills of volcanic ori-

gin rising through the Ordovician plain.

(4) Alluvium, marine clays and sands, gravel

terraces and raised beaches accompanied by "till"

and numerous phenomena characteristic of the

"Great Ice Age."


