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'• The liiiid is motlier of lis all." And yet, as we look around ns

in the world we tind tliat the eliildi'on are foi'sakino; the mother

M'ho bore them. A cry eonies iij) from Kiinland, from Europe, from

America, from Aiisti-alia, that farmino- does not ])ay and we lind

the peoj)le fleeing from the conntry—from the land which is the

source of their existence—aiul (jatherinu; themselves into the citi(>s

thei'e to scramhle and o-amhle for wealth. In Great r)ritain, n»it

withstandino; the enormous inci'ease in the population in the last

twenty years the niimher of agriculturists has decreased l»y o\er

2()(),000. Surely, sir, there must be something very rotten in the

organization of society when the people tlec from the source of their

existence !

One of the principal causes of this economic loss may be traced

to the general disoroani/ation of the monetary system. Let us see.

for instance, how the appreciition of gold effects the farmers:

Say that in ordinary times ten tons weight t)f wheat will pur

chase one pound weight of gold, but that gold becomes appreciated

to (h>ul)le its value throuo-h the creneral demonetization of silvei' ; it

is (juite evident that the farmer will then have to give twenty tons

of wheat for one pound M'eight of gold : that is to say he will have

to expend double the amount of laboui" to obtain the same amount of

gold.

Yes, reply the gold inonometallists, but that (k)cs not mat-

tei', because the farmer would then be able to buy witli the gold

double the amount of any commodities he might require. The e\-

chano'e value of the n;old would be doubled. Now, that is true in

theory, but wrong in fact, because ir is wtdl known that the prices of

commodities cannot adapt themselves with suthcient raj)idity to the

lluatuations fn the alue of gold. But far more than that, a high

ap])i'eciation of gold would give despotic j)0Wer to the holders of it.

and it would enable them to dictate their own terms. Well, the

farmer already knows what that means!

Ihit I will iu)w by a very simple illustration slunv how the

fai'iner is affected either for o-ood or evil accordino; as he lives under

a I'imetallic or a gold monometallic currency.

Snpjiose that three men. A, 1> and V, settle say Ujion some

southei'U prairie, A and L> to farm land and C to set up a stoi'e.


