
Tuve.

FR. DENISSEN'S LETTER. 4t

The correct name is Thunay, dit Dufresne, Anthony, born in 1680, son

of Felix TJuumy, dit Dufresne and Isulwlle Left'bvre. Autliony's sis-

ter, MaKdoleue, mari-ied Francis Felti«M*, and, after his dcalh, Peter

Maillt't. His otlier sister, Margaret, married Toussaint I'otliier, dit

Laverdure, wlio escorttnl Mrs. Cadillac and Mi's. Tonti to Detroit.

In one of your articles you say: "I confess that 1 do not under-

stand how the old French names arc made ui)." The various chanj^oa

of French names are truly a puzzle to the student of genealogy. The
following explanations and illustrations, 1 think, will account for most

of those innovations:

1. The early colonists of Lower Canada obtained from the French

Government grants of extensive tracts of laud. Tliese grants were
executed in the mediaeval phraseology used under the feu<lal system

of holding estate. The settlers assuming a resemblance between their

holdings and the domains of the French barons and "seigneurs," called

their large, wild farms by certain titles, and attixed the same to their

own family names, in imitation of the European nobility. In some
cases these titles were coniirmed i>y the governnu^ut. The owners of

these vast estates considered themselves seigneurs of this new country,

and were very proud of the affixes to their names. In business trans-

actions these additions to their signatures were used with all their

flourislies. At baptisms the title had to be entered in the parish reg-

isters; at marriages the affix to the old family name sounded high

both for bride and groom in the verbose marriage contract; respecta-

bility was increased by the presence of many witnesses with titled

names. In this nuiuner the owners of large estates in Lower Canada,

at a certain period of the seventeenth century, looked upon themselves

and upon each other as a quasi-nobility. Their children naturally as-

sumed those titles and often thouglit more of the affixes than of their

own family names. Feudalism was about dead, and fast dying in

Europe in those days, and therefore could not gain foothold in America.

In the elgliteenth century we do not tind new titles originating; still

the old ones remained. The grandchildren ami great-grandchihlreu of

these titled pioneers often discarded tlie old family name and were

known only by the new title. Hence the new names that the gen-

ealogist has to contend with. As an illustration, take the Trotior

family. The Trotiers of America all descend from Julius Trotier, born

In 1590, in the parish of St. Martin, in the Town of Ige. in the province

of Perehe, France. He, seemingly a common citizen, came with hia

family to Canada about the year 1645. His childi-en married in Canada,

and, in the course of time, had large families. They obtaine<l extensive

estates and were very lavish in originating titles for the same. In a

few years we find Trotier Sleur des Ruisseaux, Trotior Seigneur de


