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SIR ARTHUR CURRIEfl on the gas,
[fit, a PPARENTLY the Montreal fis- 

ZA cal hierarchy would have an 
4 1 Arthur succeed an Arthur at 
the head of the Conservative table. 
The. fiscal hierarchy isn’t going to 
have its way; and, if It did. the event 
would ,show that its political sagacity, 
really belongs to those discounted 
region» where the German mark has 
been wandering these several years. 
Sir Arthur Currie would, not neces­
sarily bungle Conservative leader­
ship; but he would either make a 
mesa of It. or of Montreal fiscal 
hierarchies.

The simple truth is that the world 
has gone by the political cogitations 
of Arthur Mefghen s enemies on St.« 
James street; whom it sees rather 
a» codgers of the old time than- aa 
prophets of the new. Mankind seems 
on the way to dedication to the pro­
position that stock market magnates 
are born equal In obtuslty towards 
the truth that Time sheds the ideas 
et generations as Inexorably aa it 
sheds the genera­
tions. History is 
full of the ex­
amples of how 
events have 
laughed at the im- 
pomiblllties of the 
great and power­
ful, and has 
proved that they 
can be done. The 
history they are 
trying tô make in 
Montreal just now 
is of» that sort.
Sir Arthur Cur- || 
rie will not suc­
ceed Mr. Arthur 
Meighen just yet; 
but his place In 
Canadian life / ■ iKafc m 
makes his un- | ifokè.
avowed nomlna- 
.tion for the office 
truly interesting 
In this rather 
tepid 'tween-seas­
on of our chrysa- 
loid of national-

commanding armies, in the teaching 
profession, with financiers egging him 
on to grab, the job of teaching the 
Conservative grandmother to suck 
eggs. In that setting there is an­
other of life's larger ironies. Sir Ar- 
-thur, in Victoria, B.C., was a staunch 
Liberal. With the characteristic mis­
informations of their kind, it is quite 
likely the hierarchs have never heard
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N 1893, when he was eighteen, 
young Currie forsook Middlesex 
for British Columbia, where at 

Sidney, on Vancouver Island, he taught 
schoo! for 6 years. He forsook school 
for insurance, and rose to be pro­
vincial manager for the National Life, 
before he went into real estate In 
Victoria, during the MacBride-Bow- 
ser boom years. As a kid he liked to 
drill other kids. Including his cousin, 
Harold, to-day's vice-president of the 
V. F. O. He Joined the garrison 
tillery, and then completed the or­
ganization of the BOth Gordon High­

landers, their first 
colonel having In 
three years in­
veigled 120 
Into kilts, 
filled the regiment 
in six months. For 
nearly a year be­
fore the war he 
was on continuous 
duty, the Nanaimo 
coal strike casting 
that service on 
him. By that time 
real estate in nine- 
o'clock - in - the - 
morning Victoria 
was not the roseate 
glory it once had 
been. Sir Arthur 
could discourse 
upon the heart­
aches that some­
times follow the 
stunt of biting off 
lust a little more 
than,you can chew.

The war proved 
what a born sol­

dier and leader he was. Poor Sam

I!

[rogrese so far, 
been slow, 
mu have made. ar-

INe, no.
In’t be undone, 
I Instead 
row some hints 
ig ahead.

PETE ; men
Curriev.IjÈiâiiv *

wm-éSi
ime he’ll notice. 
iad chances are 
eautles will hit 
liable to forget 
consequences.

|

i mmmm
irt couldn't af- 
ir. That is the 
iries even if we 
« of life.

F
ffla.-l

:
1[nty-fifth anni- 

[v hall was re- 
cloelng of an- 

ueture, to wit, 
re enthusiastic

m
m,

•v:

: ...p now apparent 
hately fond of 
strike, not for 
rs, for an eight 
>ught to start a

1
tty.

Sir Arthur Currie is rather an Htighes, who began by offering him 
astonishing man—to himself as to a brigade and continued to press the 
others. He is head of McGill Uni- Ross rifle upon him, ended by at- 
vereiry; and a very good head. too. tacking him in the House of Com- 
Often to himself, and occasionally to monk for being too lavish a. blood - 
his intimates, he regards that dis- spender. Bit* no man ever carried 
tinction as one of those joyful iron-1 the devotion of his men more 
les which make life really worth steadily; and the elevation of none to 
while to all but the most sombre social rank and chief command was 
human beings. ' There surely never “ver received with less of envy by 
was such a transformation in mortal ] his brethren. Of his military qualities 
man's condition as the metamor­
phosis that occurred to Sir Arthur 
Currie between the summers of 1914 
and 1920.
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the first syllable cannot be uttered 
here. Whether there was St. James 
Street inspiration in his declaration 
(which stunned the Montreal Star)

, that the Canadian government sent
r-pi HE war did nothing more revo- more than 100,000 useless men over- 

" lutlonary than to cause an. Ox- seas, it isn’t yet important to know. 
*■ ford don, like the late master hr ft was urged upon him to say nub- 

of Baillol, to recommend 5=-the head udy what he thought prR-Stely. it 
Of a great university a. man .who wduld seem that the deepest political 
never achqlaaticated higher than a wisdom was not evinced. What great 
country high school. Sir Auckland soldier wants a fifth of his former 
Geddes, who had professed anatomy | comrades to understand that they be­
at McGill, accepted the principalship. j longed to the useless brigade? 
after Sir William Peterson's death;] 
but reneged when the ambassador - 
ehlp at Washington offered. McGill 
needed more pep than It had enjoy­
ed during several years; and when 
somebody unnamed suggested the 
commander of the Canadian division ,
in Franc» to Geddee. he received the rons, ° °™' ,0 the empl'"\, T"* 
light as from on high;, fortified him- Position that Glasgow and Manche.- 
self with the master's approval and ter occupy Wards Londom He also 

! other dons'; and the thing was done "»n,ted POjt,<L° „
fever vlctim-and j ™st ironical doing towards the j He hom, t0 de.

i cuichah o< degrees that has eve, , ^ that whenever Brttaln went t0
| happened. I war—not the Empire, mind you, but

Britain—Canada must go to war. It 
is surely a singular order of mind 
which can believe that It Is political 
equality when one country says: "I 
am going to war,” another country, 
which may not have been consulted, 
must say: "1 will therefore go to 
war." Sir Arthur delights to say “My 
England" to every Englishman seised 
of freedom. That is vassalage. The 
term has no terrors for the Montreal 
hierarchs. They are accustomed to 
think in the terms of big fleas that 
have little fleas.
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IR .ARTHUR Is an Imperialist, 
who has ardently espoused two 

absolutely opposite principles. At 
! one of the great dinners given him in 
London, when the Kaiser w-as fin­
ished. he said he wanted the domln-

s
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an active part on
ite campaign. In ! Montreal situation was ironed 
ing itself into a was not mentioned to the master of 
ie antis. | Balliei, or to the McGill governors.
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Another irony in the

H. 1). C ' J Ait Currie, while at Strathroy col- 
mmm ■. légiste—walking there from Mapper's 

| Corners—used to do some teaching of 
younger.fry,, and showed great capa­
city for the duty. Towards the end of 
hie studies he led in a debate, and 
evoked the remark from Inspector 
Carlson: "You have too much ability 
to tie yourself down to the teaching 
profession."
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view, then they cannot blame me for 
giving them the reply they deserve. 
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