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Increased responsibilities will be a_ssumed for
the maintenance of Canadian airmen and
Canadian squadrons serving abroad.

As an integral part of Canada’s total war
effort, ships, aircraft, weapons, munitions and
other supplies will continue to be provided,
not only for Canada’s forces, but in vast
quantities as well for the forces of our fight-
ing allies. In order to provide for the financ-
ing and for the allocation to the United
Nations of Canadian war production, a measure
which will make provision for the establish-
ment of a Canadian War Supplies Allocation
Board will be submitted for your approval.

A joint committee representative of the
Departments of Agriculture of Canada and the
United States has been agreed upon to co-
_ordinate the efforts of the two countries in
the production of food for the United Nations.

The immediate object of the United Nations
is the defeat of the Axis powers. Joint plan-
ning of operations on a world scale has ac-
companied preparations for intensive warfare.
The United Nations also aim at rendering
aggression impossible in the future. Their
governments, in addition to planning jointly
for the prosecution of the war, have already
entered into consultation regarding post-war
problems. Achievement of their aims requires
the establishment of conditions under which
all peoples may enjoy equality of opportunity
and a sense of security.

Every effort must be made % ensure, after
the close of hostilities, the establishment, in
useful and remunerative employment, of the
men and women in our armed forces and in
war industries. My Ministers have already
begun to explore the international agreements
and domestic measures which will help to
secure adequate incomes for primary producers
and full employment after the war. With
your approval, the Select Committee on Re-
construction and Re-establishment appointed
at the last session will be reconstituted.

It is in the general interest that freedom
from fear and from want should be the assured
possession of all. A nation-wide plan which
would provide insurance against the inevit-
able consequences of major economic and social
hazards is essential if this objective is to be
attained.

In Canada, a considerable measure of social
security has already been provided through
federal enactments establishing annuities, un-
employment insurance, and pensions for the
aged, the blind and for disabled veterans; and
through provincial- enactments related to ac-
cidents, sickness and hospitalization, widows’
and mothers’ allowances and maternity bene-
fits. There is, however, no approach to a
nation-wide plan of social security.

My Ministers believe that a comprehensive
national scheme of social insurance should be
worked out at once, which will constitute a
charter of social security for the whole of
Canada.

The Government accordingly proposes to
recommend the early appointment of a select
committee to examine and report on the most
practicable measures of social insurance, and
the steps which will be required to ensure
their inclusion in a national plan. Among
matters which will be referred to this com-
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mittee for study and consideration will be
the establishment of a national system of health
insurance.

In accordance with the provisions of the
British North America Act you will be invited
to consider a bill for the redistribution of
representation in the House of Commons.

You will be asked to make provision for the
appointment of parliamentary assistants to
those of my Ministers whose duties have become
particularly onerous because of the demands of
war.

Members of the House of Commons:

You will be asked to vote the necessary
grants to enable our country to make its
utmost contribution to the winning of the war.

Your attention will be invited at the earliest
convenient date to the Government’s financial
proposals. These will include the further
development of the method of payment of the
personal income tax in the year in which income
is received, thus ecarrying to its logical con-
clusion the approach made last year to the
collection of taxes on a current basis.

Honourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the House of Commons:

We have reason to be profoundly grateful
for the improved position of the United
Nations. We must be careful, however, not
to be misled by recent successes. The sub-
marine menace has been growing, not diminish-
ing. Decisive battles have still to be fought
and won. For some time past, the movement
of munitions and supplies overseas has been
seriously restricted because of submarine
activities. Until that grave menace is effectively
controlled there is always the danger that
reinforcements and supplies in sufficient volume
may not reach the battle zones. As areas of
conflict close in, fighting will increase in in-
tensity and ferocity. The hardest battles, the
heaviest sacrifices, may be in the future. Only
the utmost sustained effort on the part of all
the United Nations will ensure the defeat of
the Axis powers.

In again inviting your careful consideration
to the all-important matters which will engage
your attention, I pray that Divine Providence
may guide and bless your deliberations.

The House of Commons withdrew.

His Excellency the Governor General was
pleased to retire.

The sitting of the Senate was resumed.

RAILWAY BILL
FIRST READING

Bill A, an Act relating to Railways.—Hon.
Mr. King.

CONSIDERATION OF HIS EXCEL-
LENCY'’S SPEECH
On motion of Hon. Mr. King, it was ordered
that the speech of His Excellency the Governor
General be taken into consideration on
Tuesday next.




