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The further development of our magnificent inland
water transportation routes, which will result in lower
carrying charges for the products of the farîns of the
West as well as for the products of the mine, the
forest, and the diversified industries of the East, la of
vital importance. To aid in the accomplishment of
this purpose work on the new Welland Ship Canal
is being expedited.

A further interehange of correspondene bas taken
place between my Goverment and the Govemment of
the United States with reference to the St. Lawrence
Wsterway. In the opinion of my advisers, the im-
portance of this question is sucb that further inquiry
asoulil be instituted before a final decision is reacbed
upon the proposaIs which have been under considera-
tin.

The important subject of Marine Insurance as affect-
ing our ports; t he permanent equalization of the rate
on Canadian floue, and the removal of discriminations
in ocean rates on other Canadien products are re-
ceîving attention.

As a stimulus to stock.raising in the Domninion,
and of direct benefit to agriculture. the Government
bas i)een endeavouring to obtain a lower carrying
charge on ail slîîpîïents of Canadian cattle.

Every effort wil be made stili further to develop the
poiicy of Canadian trade via Canacîsan ports.

Particularlv satisfactory and promising is the mia-
teriai impii)vement whicb bas taken place in the
flîsancial condition of the Canadian National Raîlway
systesii.

The Domîinsion Fuel Board bias bren createil to study
sud inake reconimendantions in regard to the deveiop-
ment of our fuiel resonrees with a vîew to inaking
Canadis iieptiidesb, si far as possible, of foreign
sources of ssîppiy. The investigations carried on by
buis Board lisve already been productive of import-
ant resuilts, and legisiation to encourage Canadian pro-
duiction wiil be subiisbed for s our consirieration.

The sinendinents, made tu the Bank Art in the last
deceniis revision of the last Session provided better
guarantues for the public in banking operabions; their
svssdonî lias slreaqds' been ai)unriantisv apparent. The
ripositors su ulie Hosuse Bauk, have asked that they
shossid bc recouipvd tihe ainount of tiîeir lusses, and
in Cuie pebition ussade repeentabions wlsich my ad-
5 ssers regard as s) important as to warrant foul in-
vestigation. T, that eosi a commission has been ap-
pointed tu iisquire fuiiy into tihe allegations mîade by
tiese petitioners.

The Redistribution Bill of last Session respecting
the reprrsentation of the House of Commons will be
reintrodued at an esrly date. Among anuendments to
be proposed to tise Dominion Elections Act ivill be
one providing for tise use of the bransferable vote in
sintige- Member conabituencies.
Bis sviti again be suisitted. wvith respect to tbe

construction of Conadian Nationsal Railway uines, tise
lIsilsstrial Disputes Investigation Art, and racetrack
gamrbtsng. Your attention will aiso be invited to
aiendinents lu the Govemnment Annuibies Art, to pro-
vide addition-il encouiragemnent in the proinotion oîf
tîîrift andl seif-iîelp, and te ameodments to the Militia
Art w iti respect to tIse caliing-eut of thse Militia in
aid of tise civil power.

The Iupu s-ai Conference and the Imperial Economic
Confereuice heid in London in tlie nionths of October
sud Novemiser last between r,>presenttîsies of tise
Goverroment of the United Ningdomn and of the Brit-
ish Dominions and India, deait with many subteeba
wstb which the Empire at large is interested. The

i.ports of tise proceedinga uf hotu Conferences wili
b. prescntcd le Parlisînent.
Mernhers of the Hou.e of Comnions:

The publie accoonits for the tant fiscal year and the
estisoabes for the cemsing year wsiil be submitted et sn
üariy date.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER

You will observe tliat in the preparation of the esti-
mates my advisers have feit the necessity of con-
tinuing the policy of rigid economy with respect to
publie services and public works, and of postponing
until such time as a reduction in taxation bas been
effected some undertakings the early consideration of
which are obviousiy ini the public interest.

Honourable Members of the Senate*
Members of the House cf Commons:

The prospects of an exceptional harvest, so bright
at the close of the last session, have been mcore than
realizeil. Final information as to the crops of 1923
indîcate that they were the nsost bountiful in Caradas
history. In again inviting your careful consideration
to the important matters wbich will engage your
attention, I pray that the Divine Providence, which bas
thus favoured our land, may guide and bleas your
deliberations.

His Excellency the Governor General wua
pleased to retire, and the House of Commons
w ithdrew.

Prayers.

RAILWAY BILL
FIRST READING

Bill A, an Act relating to Railways.-Hon.
Mr. Dandurand.

CONSIDERATION 0F lIS EXCEL-
LENCY'S SPEECH

On motion off lon. Mr. Dandurand, it was
ordered, that the Speech of Hi-, Excellency
the Governor General be taken into consider-
ation on Tuesday next.

The Senate adjourned until Tuesday next at
3 p.m.

THE SENATE

Tuesday, March 4, 1924.

The Senate met at 3 p.m., the Speaker in
the Cliair.

Pra.vers and routine proceedings.

CIVIL SERVICE COMMITTEE
MOTION

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND moved:
1. Thiat a Speesal Committee of this House be ap-

poinsted. to issquire into snd to report from time to tinse
111101 -

(a) l'le efficiency of the Civil Service;
(1» Trhe nsnnber of persons employed in each branch

of ise neyerai departnients of the Civil Service, and the
plies sshere they are so employed;

(c) The possibility of reducing such number so as
to effeet economy withiout impairment of efficiency;

((d) Generally, ail questions, matters and tbings arising
ont of or incidentaI to the foregoing.

2. That the said Çommittee be composed of the
Hlonourabte Messieurs


