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We ail know, it takes years to change the of the empire dloser together, and the Only
cbannel of trade, and, as Mr. Chamberlain solution be sees la ln free trade witbln the
himself observed, the trade between Great empire. That in my judgment, particu-
Britain and Canada bad for a long trne larly after the Australian Commonwealth
been faling. I will quote from bIs remarks. bave adopted practlcaily a bigli tariff, Is not
In discussing the trade which was faling really withia sight. Se that that may be
off year by .jear between Canada and the brusbed aside as flot likeiy to be obtained
mother country, lie says :-ln the near future. The other more Im-

Weil now what la the cause of thîs U portant point that was discussed lu the cou-
te 1885 British exports steadiiy lncreased te ferenoe was Ixnperlal defence. Hon. gentie-
the Dominion of Canada. Then the gavera- men are quite aware that the Australian
ment of the day adopted a severe protective colonies and some other outlying parts of
tarIff which, by the nature of things perhaps,
speclally affectedl British goods. We are not the -empire do contribute a suma of money
the exporters as a rule of raw materlal or of towards the imperial defence. Australia
food. We therefore do not expert the articles lias a consîderabie navy. Being an Island
which Canada imports. We expert manu-
factured goods, and it was against manu- it la quite witbia their policy to have a navY
factured goada that the tariff was evidentiy, of their own. They are lying in the southern
I suppose directed. The resuit of that was
that there Iminedlately set in a continuous and ocean hiable to an attaek from outside
a rapid declîne in the Importation of British countries, and It was qulte wit-.il the
goods into Canada. juatural policy to be adopted in Australia

Then lie goes on te say that the prefereace thllt the ilavy should lie sustaine *d and mlauxi-

whicb was given ia 1897 bas cliecked thic taiiied. The sum tbat Canada~ wonld con-
decline. Hle, bowever, considers that the tribute towvards the maintenance of the arI'y
increase is not sucli as the sentiment of the and navy would lie iu tbe aggregate a coul-
people of this country foreshadowed' would paratively emali sum, whule it would create
be the resuit. As I said before, wben a cousiderable amount of friction lu tlxis
currents of trade are once establlsbed counitry.
It la very dîfficuit to divert them. .There We eujoy a speciai position, unexceiled,
were mnany reasons why the trade 0f'the I ay say, by that of any other country on

United States would continue to grow. the face of the globe. On the north of us
First the proximity of the two countrics, we bave no neiglibours, between us and the
the very large number of articles in the northi pole and on the eat aad west we have
United States that we found lt convenient no nieiglibours. No army outside of the
to get at short notice; but as M~fr. Chamber- United States can ever thiak of assaillng
lmin says, we cbecked the dechine of lui- Canadai. There le but one country that we
portation of Britisb goods. We did more would bave to fear : tbat la the country

than that. From 1897, if any one chooses to lylng to the soutb, a country of eigbty ml-
follow the figures ia the trade and navi- lion people, and considering the close ni-
gation returna, it wlll be found thnt tiiere liance tlmt lu being drawn betweea Great
la a very mnrlied. and preceptible Increase Britain and the Un *Ited States, one miglit
eacb year. Up to 1892 lt had reached fr0311 brusb that aside as being too, distant for
somne tbirty odd million up to $49,000,000. contemplation. We therefore enjoy an ex-
This year I tbilk i will go conslderably cePtionally advantageous position. Mr.
over $50,000,000. 1 observe from the officii Chamberlain tliougbt that Canada ouglit to,
returu puliisbed by order of the British give a substantial contribution to thermain-
parliament the increase of Britishx articles tenance Of the Britishi army and navy,
that have been purcbased by Canada la txeý Sir Wiifrid Laurier did not concur la that
last year. It shows a remarkabie increase vlew, nor do 1 think a vast majorlty of the
ln the exportation frorn Great Britain te people would abare ln that opinion. As 1
Canada. So that I think- after a year or twa said before, if we were paying a few mil-
longer ýit will lie fouad that our trade with liona a year to the Britishi treasury, it wouid
Great Britain bas been manifestly and per- lie a mere mite coinpared with tîxe large
ceptibiy increased liy the lienefits flowing sum that it la necessary to ralse, and it
from the irnpýriaI preference. Hae goes on %vould give rise to a gaod deai of fricion.
to enfirge upon the advantage froin bis! 1 question wbetber it would be a wise or
point of view of drawing the varions parts prudent measure for us to adopt. He


