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Qquote ¢

our G he words of another representative of

o racious Sovereign. The Marquis of
and l.°Wne visited the Indians. He spoke
rdlﬂtehed to them, and here are the noble
‘I:,ﬂ{e conversations inspired :—
and ¢ 18 Impossible to meet these poor people
o 0 hste_p to their statements without the
%nl"f,:!r feellrighof sympathy for their present
Ontsl ;00._ ey are the aboriginal inhabit-
se veo this continent. They regard them-
mates’ and not without reason, as the legiti-
be s Occupants of the soil. We can scarcely
w i“gprlsed, if now that the buffalo, upon
mf hthey have subsisted for 8o many years
thei. h&B become almost completely extinet,
whe earts occasionally sink within them
‘h““tﬁhey see, as they express it themselves,
¥ € white man is getticg rich and the
It ie““i_n poorer with every year that passes.
tion q‘“lte unnecessary to discuss the ques-
Ort‘l). their so-called title to the land of the
the ;1 eat, The strength of their title, if
in 5} 8ve one, is not in its legal aspect, but
€ moral claim which they have to the
congiderate treatment at the hands of
Who have brought into the country
rregistible tide of civilization, before
0se ﬁdy:;?e the native races have dwindled

thoge
that ;

‘“d{,ece .
“These words were pronounced by the
gg;’:mor-(}eneral in Win}t))ipeg on t.hey22nd
thery * last: I had the pleasurs of hearing
emotion Excellency’s voice betrayed his
londlon’ his sympathetic expressions were
intelly applauded. There appeared the
'gent mind which had seized the import-
Wi'ho 8 question and a kind heart taken
that o Senerous sympathy for human beings,
° itscwlhzahoq 80 loudly boasted drives out
ook Way, pending destruction. The Indians
Cases “bpart in the troubles. In some
Nothiy Y cruel massacres, of which
by o g can palliate 'the horror; in others
nevenhl‘egreta le attitude, no doubt, but
import eless, from another standpoint full of
fee). ,f‘-nt lessons for those who_reflect and
A clage g Indians of the North-West there is
ia?; ;\ec‘e)nlbug, little utlxderetgod }i;y t[xﬁ

n e in general, and who wi
“:;:: wblf entﬁ-ely eggm rehended except by
lived g 0 8peak their language, who have
their smong them, and who have given them
the org 2Pathy. ~Canada will never know
chil dreeal 0 which it has placed the proud
e"e" of the prairie bﬁ' packing them on
8, there to suffer the pangs of hunger,
One rook the struggles of a semi-capture.
erect ":*‘:? ave seen tne undaunted Indian,
Comp) e midst of the immense prairie ,
dity h‘ioently draping himself in his semi-nu-
horizon flashing eye scouring the boundless
Bot to b:a ’}nhalmg an atmosphere of liberty
of royg]y ound elsewhere, glorying in a sort
Wendy o7, which had neither the embarrass-
Nity, Tiches nor the responsihility of dig-
atam U¢ mugt have seen the indefatigable
thugiu'"! Talsing to a sort of religious en-
™ the excitement and the chances or

& chase without parallel. One

must have seen the idler needing not to toil
for the abundance he enjoyed and led only by
caprice to vary his unbuasy course. Yes, one
must have seen all this. And then look at
the 1ndian of to-day, dragging his misery,
deprived of his incompartﬁ) e independence,
reduced to want and semi-starvation, and
having added to his vices the loathsome con-
sequences of the immorality of the whites.
One must have seen all this, and eeen it
under the impulse of sympathy, to form an
idea of what the Indians suffer at the present
time.

It is useless to speak of treaties as a com-
pensation for the change. These treaties were
nof uunderstood by the untutored Indian. He
listened to the form but did not detect the
meaning, and therefore did not accept the
consequences. 1 gostill further and éay
that the Government and those who
have made treaties on its behalf,
never perfectly conceived their object, at least
inasmuch as they were not all aware of the
unacceptable position they were }l)’repnring for
the Indian in_many cases. ruly can I
repeat with His Excellency the Governor
General: ¢Their hearts occasionally sink
within them.” The greatest stoic will agree
that they have a ‘moral claim to the most
considerate treatment.” Now is the time more
than ever to be mindful of the blunders com-
mitted in their regard. They have been left
a prey to the seductions of men revolting
immoral, and when this was pointed out
the friends of humanity had another regret
to:register. As a consequence the Indians
felt that they could but profoundly despise
people whose conduct should have been such
as to command respect. .

¢ In other cases the Indians were deprived
of the pittance assigned to them, or it was
given them ¢as if they were dogs’ They
were too often deceived. The Indian, who 18
far more intelligent than most people seem to
think, was not the dupe of what was going on,
and he felt his contempt increasing. '

“It is among the Indians more than else-
where that it is itnportant to make a judicious
choice in appointments. I am happy to say
that the choice is what it should be 1n many
places, and as a consequence the Indians in
those localities are satistied, and the Govern-
ment has also reason to be so.”

I am afraid that some of our public
men in the Province of Quebec are illus-
strating by their conduct that Lord
Durham knew too well what he was
about when he made his report to the
Imperial anthorities, and spoke so dis-
paragingly of our French politicians and
public men But I hope that the time is
not far distant when our pcople will unite
and force the majority to respect their
rights and do justice to the minority. Let
us imitate the example set us by the Irish
people, and we will have our fair share of



