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quote the word. of another representative of
Our Gracions Sovereign. The Marquis of
ansdowne visited the Indians. He spoke
and listened to themu, and here are the noble

I the conversations nspired
Id i impossible to meet thnese poor peopleto listep to their statements without the

deePiSt feelin of sympathy for their present
btion. hey are the aboriginal inhabit-

annts of this continent. They regard them-eelves, and not without reason, as the legiti-
II>te occupants of the soil. We can scarcelyte hurprised, if now that the buffalo, upon*hich they have subsisted for so many yearsPut, bas become almost completely extinct,their bearts occasionally sink within them

hen they see, as they express it themselves,
that the white man is gettirg rich and the

e man poorer with every year that passes.
ti quite unnecessary to discuss the ques-

N of their so-called title to the land of thethorth-West The strength of their title, if
IheY have one, is not in its legal aspect, but

il the moral claim which they have to the
tho8t Considerate treatment at the bands of
thoae who have brought into the country
that irresistible tide of civilization, beforeWhse adyance the native races have dwindled
and receded.'

These words were pronounced by theOc rnor-General in Winnipeg on the 22nd
tetober last: I bad the pleasure of hearing
theno ]lis Excellency's voice betrayed bisaoIdtion, his sympathetic expressions wereIldIy applauded. There appeared the
anteligent. mind which had seized the import-oflee of a question and a kind heart taken
t 1h a generous sympathy for human beingS,
ote Civilization so loudly boasted drives out
ot way, pending destruction. The Indians

t0as a part in the troubles. In somenoe by cruel massacres, of which
bothing can palliate the horror; in others
nev eregretable attitude, no doubt, but
iîevertbeless, from another standpoint tull of
feePrtant lessons for those who reflect andel The Indians of the North-West there is

"a10 of men but little understood by the
everadan People in general, and who will

thoe ntirely comprehended except by
lio who speak their language, who have
thieir aong them, and who have given thei

t Canada will never knowteorjmPnliathy.
child In which it bas placed the proudCldre,, Of the prairie b pcking theni on

erve, there to sufer tepang of hunger,
O ntbrook the struggles of a semi-capture.

set nt have seen tue undaunted Indian,
o he midst of the immense prairie

is y draping himself in is seni-nu-
hois fla fh8ing oye scourine the boundless

o onf inhaling an atmosphere of liberty
of be ound elsewhere, glorying in a sort

'es a< twich had neither the embarrass-
I eits. h r the responsibility of dig-

be et have seen the indeiatigable
an ras'it to a sort of religiousen

eeeasm the excitement and the chances or
acess of a Chase witliout parallel. One

must have seen the idler needing not to toil
for the abundance he enjoyed and led only by
caprice to vary his unbuay course. Yes, one
muet have seen all this. And then look at
the indian of to-day, dragging bis misery,
de prived of bis incomparable independence,
red uced to want and semi-starvation, and
having added to bis vices the loathsome con-
sequences of the immorality of the whites.
One must have seen all this, and seen it
under the impulse of sympathy, to forni an
idea of what the Indians suffer at the present
time.

It is useless to speak of treaties as a com-
pensation for the change. These treaties were
not understood by the untutored Indian. He
listened to the form but did not detect the
neaning, and therefore did not accept the
consequences. I go still further and say
that the Government and those who
have made treaties on its behalf,
never perfectly conceived their object, at least
inasmuch as they were not all aware of the
unacceptable position they were preparing for
the Indian in many cases. Truly can I
repeat with His Excellency the Governor
General: 'Their hearts occasionally sink
within them.' The greatest stoic will agree
that they have a 'moral claim to the most
considerate treatment.' Now is the time more
than ever to be mindful of the blunders com-
mitted in their regard. They have been left
a prey to the seductions of men revolting
immoral, and when this was pointed out
the friends of humanity had another regret
to:register. As a consequence the Indians
felt that they could but profoundly despise
people whose conduct should have been such
as to command respect.

" In other cases the Indians were deprived
of the pittance assigned to them, or it was
given tein 'as if they were dogs.' They
were too offten deceived: The Indian, who is
far more intelligent than most people seem to
think, was not thé dupe of wlat was going on,
and he felt bis contempt increasing.

" It is among the Indians more than else-
where that it is important to make a judicious
choice in appointments. I am happy to say
that the choice is what it should be in many
places, and as a consequence the Indians in
those localities are satisfied, and the Govern-
ment bas also reason to be so."

I am afraid that some of our public
men in the Province of Quebec are illus-
strating by their conduct that Lord
Durham knew too well what he was
about when he made his report to the
Imperial anthorities, and spoke so dis-
paragingly of our French politicians and
public men But I hope that the time is
not far distant when our people will unite
and force the majority to respect their
rights and do justice to the minority. Let
us imitate the example set us by the Irish
people, and we will have our fair share of


