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Private Members' Business

For me, and for the people of the constituency of Verchères,
this motion is especially meaningful. Indeed, I have the honour
of reprcsenting the constituency that was, in large part, the
theatre of the events we are discussing today.

According to popular history, first of ail, most of the 92
resolutions adopted by the House in 1834 were written during
meetings held ini the LeNoblet-Duplessis house ini Contrecocur,
and probably at Mr. Masse's inn in Saint-Denis, now the Maison
nationale des Patriotes.

In 1837, several assemblies to protest the Russeils resolutions
took place in Saint-Charles, Verchèes, Saint-Marc, Boucher-
ville and Varennes. The famous assembly of the six constituen-
cies, in which Papineau participated, took place in
Saint-Charles on October 23 aud 24, 1837, bringing together
6,000 pcrsoiis, including 12 MPs and one legisiative advisor.

On thc eve of the wave of arrests decided on by Governor
Gosford, Papineau and 30 other Patriote leaders decided to take
refuge in Saint-Denis.

That is also thc reason thc first batties between thc Patriotes
and British troops took place there. On the morning of Novem-
ber 23, thc British army, 500 stroug, was stoppcd by 250
Patriotes at Saint-Deuis. I thc aftemoon, 200 more Patriotes
arrived from Uic west bank of Uic Richclieu-from Saint-Anto-
ic, Verchères and Contrecoeur-Icd by none other than

George-Étienne Cartier, future fathcr of thc Canadian Confcd-
eration. Twelve Patriotes died during Uic encouniter, including
Uic member for Vaudreuil, Ovide Perreault. The British troops
retreated, conccding victory.
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Route 133 between Sorel and Iberville, along t,
shore of the Richelieu River, has also been known, s
as Patriotes Road.

But bcyond monuments and with historical hinc
goais of the Patriotes and the Reformers are casier to
cannot be concluded from these events that Uiey simp
against Uic Establishmxent. The Patriote movemeut wý
a spoutaneous blaze iguited by a handful of individu
indeed Uic logical outcome of a long process characte
strong rallying of Uic people.

The Canadian Parliament must look at this peri
history with new eyes. It must put into perspective, ac
our socicty's present values, Uic significauce of Uic
1838 events. Thanks to these rebellions, we have i
systemn of responsible goverument and democratic il
aud traditions admired Uic world over.

If Uic national liberation movement started by thE
and inherited by Uic present sovereignty movement h
corne to its logical conclusion, Uic same cannot be s
civil and politicai rights and of our democratic and r,
tive institutions. Yet, democracy is a fragile treas
cherishcd aud protected, namely by honouring Uic n
these herocs and promoters.

This House is the heir to aud thc embodiment of
fought for by Uic Patriotes and the Reformers. It is th,
to this House to give Uiem, today, the legitiniate rt
history has always denied Uiem.

[English]

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac-Gatineau-
Madani Speaker, 1 Uiauk Uic hon. member for prese
motion aud welcome Uic opportunity to give my) vie
question of establishing a uew national holiday.

[Translation]

Since Uic early seventies, Uiis House
times to consider proposals for Uic creý
holiday. The date most oftcu suggested
February since there is a long period wit
between New Year's Day and Easter Sui

name of Uic
SURKCsted ti

>nimuniuc1s (M
mnd. have lorc

conaia--Laruer aay, tiaiawin-u
day and national herocs day.

5548 COMMONS DEBATES


