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The Address

One of the first steps we must take is to curtail foreign 
overfishing on the nose and tail of the Grand Banks. I must say I 
was encouraged by the comments of Reformers earlier today 
when they said that they would be supporting the Liberal Party 
on that initiative.

Today the need for continued education is greater than in the 
past. Jobs are fewer and costs are higher. It is not easy for them 
even to begin to compete in the global marketplace.

Where do they find hope? They find hope in our faith in them. 
The Liberal Party demonstrated its belief in the young people of 
Canada during the election campaign by introducing the concept 
of the Canadian youth corps and the Canadian apprenticeship 
program. I was pleased to hear a reconfirmation of that former 
initiative in the speech from the throne.

The youth corps program will afford our youth the opportuni
ty to make a positive contribution to the country while building 
self- esteem, developing skills and gaining experience. The 
apprenticeship program will give young people the skills needed 
to succeed in growing economic sectors, will forge strong 
schools to work linkages and will result in making apprentice
ship a valid career option.

In closing, I would like to note that I am fully committed to 
the program outlined in “Creating Opportunities”. The govern
ment of which I am proud to be a part was elected to implement 
this program and the speech from the throne reflects its intention 
to do so.

With regard to the forestry sector I have every faith in the 
Minister of Natural Resources with whom I, along with my 
constituent, Mr. Rick Lord, president of the Canadian Christmas 
Tree Growers’ Association, and the Prime Minister, presented a 
Christmas tree to the Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario.

The minister is aware of the size and scope of forestry in my 
riding. There are 270 established companies within our forestry 
sector which employ directly or indirectly upwards of 5,000 
people. The annual value of all forest exports from my riding 
alone is in excess of $150 million. The minister is no doubt 
aware of how important the extension of the federal-provincial 
forestry agreements are to the future viability and management 
of this resource.

Not everybody in the riding has resource based employment. 
There are many who are looking forward to the benefits that can 
be realized from the Canada infrastructure works program 
implemented recently by the Minister responsible for Infra
structure. The introduction of this program was well accepted by 
all 12 municipal units in my riding. Not only is this initiative 
necessary but its premise that all levels of government in 
Canada can work together toward a common and beneficial end 
is sound. I sincerely hope that this is a positive indication of 
things to come.

There are many issues and concerns to be discussed. Thank
fully we have four years in which to deal with them. However 
there is one further concern I would like to bring forward. It is 
one that I addressed continually throughout my nomination and 
election campaign. My concern is for the future of the youth in 
this country.

In addition to my responsibilities to my family and my 
business, over the years I have focused some of my energies on 
the young people in the communities of the South Shore. I have 
enjoyed working with young people and I have been repaid 
many times over through my experiences with them.

It saddens me to see so many worried and troubled young men 
and women in our society today. They have become alienated as 
their concerns were overshadowed by those of our generation. 
Their lives are difficult, their futures insecure. We should all be 
aware of the fact that the changing times, the state of the 
economy and the seemingly bleak prospects for their future are 
taking their toll.

Their hours are not always easy to fill. There are few of the 
simplistic pastimes that most of us remember from our youth. I 
know I never had to compete with the televised or computer 
generated games that assail the youth of today. None of my 
distractions came from drugs, alcohol or idleness.
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Mr. Jim Silye (Calgary Centre): Mr. Speaker, my question is 
for the member for South Shore. First of all I congratulate him 
on his maiden speech.

With respect to the resource industry of which the hon. 
member said his riding has a cross-section, specifically in 
forestry, he said there were over 270 companies employing 
5,000 people. When these companies strip the trees, are they 
forced to replace them at intermittent stages during their con
tract? Or, is it like some other companies in Canada that are 
allowed to wait until the last days of their contract and walk 
away from that commitment?

Mr. Wells: Mr. Speaker, a lot of reforestation is taking place 
in my province and in my riding. As we discuss this matter with 
different people in the forest industry there is a difference of 
opinion sometimes as to whether or not we should let natural 
forces come into play. If the cutting is done properly and we 
leave enough, nature will run its course and natural regeneration 
will occur.

The supply of wood and wood fibre is sufficient. It is perhaps 
sufficient for another major industry. Certainly at this point in 
time our forests are relatively well managed. There is no major 
concern with wood supply or wood fibre at this time.

Mr. Ron MacDonald (Dartmouth): Mr. Speaker, I congratu
late the member for South Shore. Indeed it is a pleasure to have 
him as a colleague from Nova Scotia in the House of Commons. 
I have known the member for many years. The area has made a 
very wise choice in sending him here to be its representative in 
the House of Commons. On a personal note, I am very pleased


