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SPEECH FROM THE THRONEWEEKLY STATEMENT

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON ADDRESS IN REPLY

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval): Mr. Speaker, as is the 
custom and tradition of this House, at this point in the proceed­
ings, I would ask my colleague, the Leader of the Government in 
the House, to shed some light on what lies in store for us this 
week and next week.

The House resumed consideration of the motion for an 
address to His Excellency the Governor General in reply to his 
Speech at the opening of the session; and of the amendment; and 
the amendment to the amendment.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): At the suspension of the 
House the hon. member for Davenport had concluded his 
intervention and a 10-minute question and comment period is 
now available.
[Translation]

Mr. Jean Leroux (Shefford): Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
start by congratulating the hon. member for Davenport on his 
re-election. I would also like to tell this House how much I 
appreciated his comments this morning.

The hon. member for Davenport stressed how important it 
was to preserve Canada's social safety net. What I appreciated 
the most was the answer he gave to a Reform Party member who 
claimed that seniors pensions were nothing more than social 
welfare. I appreciated the hon. member telling us that this was 
not the case.

Receiving a cheque does not mean that a person is wealthy. 
Given the serious crisis we are now experiencing, I believe— 
and it cannot be said often enough—that we must not cut social 
services and programs. Instead, the government must target tax 
shelters which benefit the wealthier members of society. The 
government must trim the fat in government and review its 
budget item by item. It must target unemployment, not the 
unemployed.

In conclusion, I have a question for my hon. colleague who 
worked in the field of education for more than 22 years. My 
question is this: What does the government intend to do to 
restore hope for our young people who are finishing school and 
have no job prospects?
• (1545)

Mr. Caccia: Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the hon. member for 
his remarks and his question. I am confident that the answer to 
his question will be known when the minister of Finance tables 
his budget, and also that Canada’s economic policy will give 
hope to young Canadians looking for work. As many of you are 
aware, we have launched a municipal infrastructure program 
which, I hope, will give young people as well as all unemployed 
workers, regardless of their age, an opportunity to find jobs.

As was mentioned in the Throne Speech, the Secretary of 
State responsible for Training and Youth is in the process of 
creating a Youth Service Corps, patterned on the former pro-

• (1540)

[English]

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House 
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada): Mr. Speaker, 
we will continue with the address debate today, tomorrow and 
Monday, with a vote on the amendment to the amendment of the 
hon. member for Calgary Southwest this evening and a vote on 
the amendment of the hon. leader of the Official Opposition on 
Monday evening.

On Tuesday there will be a debate on peacekeeping and on 
Wednesday the House will debate the matter of cruise missile 
testing.

If there are changes in that order of business I will inform 
House leaders of the other parties as soon as possible.

Mr. Nelson Riis (Kamloops): Mr. Speaker, considering that 
next week we are going to be having these important debates on 
peacekeeping and cruise missile testing, I would like to ask the 
government House leader whether he would consult with his 
colleagues to see if there would be an opportunity to have a 
debate that would enable all members of Parliament to partici­
pate, which would mean not seeing the clock or extending the 
debate into the evening.

The Prime Minister said today that there would be a full 
debate where all members would have an opportunity to express 
their views if they so wish. I wonder if my hon. friend would 
discuss it with his colleagues.

Mr. Gray: Mr. Speaker, I have already informally mentioned 
to the House leaders of the Reform and Bloc that the government 
would be happy to give consent to continuing beyond the normal 
hour of adjournment on Tuesday and Wednesday.

I had originally suggested that we might agree on a later time 
of adjournment, say ten o’clock. I would be very happy to 
consider letting the debate continue until all members who wish 
to express their views on the subjects of both the special debates 
I have mentioned have had a chance to express them and place 
them on the record of the House.


