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HOUSE 0F COMMONS

Monday, March 26, 1984

The House met att 11 a.m.

e(1105)

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[En glish]

CANADA HEALTH ACT
MEASURE TO AMEND

The House proceeded to the consideration of Bill C-3, an
Act relating to cash contributions by Canada in respect of
insured heahth services provided under provincial health care
insurance plans and amounts payable by Canada in respect of
extended health care services and to amend and repeal certain
Acts in consequence thereof, as reported (with amendments)
from the Standing Committee on Health, Welfare and Social
Affairs.

Mr. Speaker: As Hon. Members are aware, there are seven
motions standing on the Notice Paper at the report stage of
Bill C-3. Motions Nos. 1, 2 and 3 should be grouped for debate
and voted on as follows: Motion No. h by itself;, a vote on
Motion No. 2 wiIl dispose of Motion No. 3. Motions Nos. 4, 5
and 6 will be debated separately and voted on separately.
Motion No. 7 seeks to provide a means of disposing of the
funds withheld from cash contributions to provinces found not
to be in compliance with the Act. Nowhere in the Bill is there
any mention of a proposaI to dispose of such funds. As a resuit,
the introduction of this kind of provision in the Bill would be
entirely irrelevant to the Bill.

Should the Hon. Member for Winnipeg-Bîrds Hill (Mr.
Blaikie), who is presenit in the House, wish to prescrnt proce-
durai arguments on this motion, 1 will hear him now, if he
wishes to be recognized for this purpose.

Mr. Blaikie: Mr. Speaker, 1 would like to make this perfect-
ly clear. 1 take it you are ruling it out of order.

Mr. Speaker: The Chair is trying to indicate to the Hon.
Member the thinking of the Chair. Before ruling, the Chair is
inviting the Hon. Member to present his arguments. This is a
practice we have devehoped in an attempt to accommodate
Members. In fairness to the Hon. Member, 1 thought hie
should have an idea of what was in the Speaker's mmnd.

Mr. Blaikie: Mr. Speaker, I am not sure what bearing this
wilI have on your decision, but this is an amendment which

was regarded as being in order when it was presented in
committee. It was debated at that time. It is because 1 feel
strongly about the amendment that I took the opportunity to
reintroduce it. We are talking about moneys which the federal
Government proposes, through this Bill, to withhold from
provinces. We are talking about an identifiable sum of money.
That money wilI go to a particular place, that is to say it will
go into the public accclunts and stay there presumably, unless
of course it is returned to a province, which is another provi-
sion in the Bill indicating where the money will go under
certain circumstances. In this amendment we are saying that
in a different set of circumstances, for example in the case of
the federal Government withholding the money permanently,
this is how the money shahl be spent.

Mr. Speaker: The Chair is prepared to rule at this stage.
May 1 refer Hon. Members to Beauchesne's Fifth Edition,
Citation 773(h), which states in part:

Ana amendment is out of order if it is irrelevant to the bill, beyond its scope-

After hearing the argument of the Hon. Member, it stihl
appears to the Chair that this amendment is irrelevant and
beyond the scopie of the Bihl and, therefore, out of order. I
must s0 rule.

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg-Birds Hill) moved:
Motion No. 1

That Bill C-3 be amnended in Clause 12 by striking out line 10 at page 9 and
substituting the following therefor:

"of the cost of insured health services; and
(e) must, in accordance with the regulations of this Act, provide for an
acceptable ratio of ward versus private and semni-private beds in hospitals.
including hospitals owned or operated by Canada.

Mr. Bruce Halliday (Oxford) moved:
Motion No. 2

That Bill C-3 be amnended in Clause 12 by striking out line 10 at page 9 and
substituting the following therefor:

"of the cost of insured health services; and
(e) must provide that ail medical practitionera or where applicable, dentists
may participate in the plan."

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg-Birds Hill) moved:

Motion No. 3
Tbat Bill C-3 be amnended in Clause 12 by striking out lise 10 at page 9 and

substituting the following therefor:
"of the coat of insured health services; and
(e) must provide that any duly qualified medical practitioner and, where
applicable, dentist, who bas been licensed by the province to practice ini the
province. may participate in the plan.


