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Dcoth of King George V

I wonder if for a moment one could con-
template what has transpired since then?
Shortly after bis accession to the throne hie
had to deal with complex constitutional prob-
lems, the like of which no former sovereign
bad had to consider, altbough bis father had
deait with them in part. Later, and cn]y
very shortly after bis accession to the throne,
the most desolating war of ail the ages came
upon us. In its aftermath we bad a long,
long struggle to get back to prosperity. We
were faced with the necessity of a readjust-
ment of our conditions, and painful effort to
overcome the difficuit situation that had been
brought about. In ail this the king wvas flot
only the bead of the state but the inspired
leader of bis people. the wise and sagacious
statesman. the man of broad vision wvho saw
beyond the narrow confines of tbe day and
wbo looked into the long to-morrows. In the
industrial centres, in the great and teeming
population lie laid the foundation of affection
and regard which made possible tbe develop-
ment, thbe safeguarding-, the seeurîng upon a
permanent basis of tbose institutions of ours
as we have tbem to-day. Wbat an acbieve-
ment!1 The safeguarding of the treasures of
tbe past, proving tbat it wvas not inconsistent
witb tbe mainteniance of the great dignity
of kingsbip tc maintain tbe closest touch with
tbe people in the freest, demiocracy of t-be
worhj. Neyer bave men«s liberties been more
amply secured, nover bas freedomn been upon
a broader base thon in tbe United Kingdom
during recoent years. This acbievement, wbile
it bas heen in ne small measurýe attributable
te tbe prescience cf wise statesmen, must
always in the last analvsis be attributed te tbe
dispassionate attitude of tbe sovereign, far
removed fromi political parties, free from tbe
partisansb:ip of con.tending cbiefs cf parties
in the state, and concerned w-bolly witb the
ha ppiness. welfare and well-.being cf bis
people.

He bad bis reward, for wbon King George
passed beyond. neyer was a throne mure firmily
establisbed or more securely supported by the
people's will; it bad survived the st.ruggles
of the war, the internecine strife of parties
following upon tbat great conflict; it bad
survived tbe days wben tbe struggle for pros-
perity was stili in tbe minds cf tbe people
and bad emerged stronger, more enduring,
than ever in its wbole history. And se as
bie passed te bis reward our late king was sure
tbat hie bad preserved the treasures cf tbe
past and was able te hand on to bis successor
a priceless legacy, a legacy w'bicb cannot be
defined in words, a legacy wbicb bie himself
enriched by bis toil, by his vision, and by bis
appreciatien cf bis responsibilities.

The patbway cf tbe future must be prepared.
The statute of Westminster bas secured fer
tbe autonomous dominions overseas an equal-
ity cf status witb the metberland berseif, an
equality in every particular in matters affect-
ing domestie and foreign policies, al
owing allegiance te tbe samne crcwn and asso-
ciated togetber in tbe commonwealth of
nations. go far as we in this parliamient are
concerned, we mnlay indeed say that constitu-
tionally the patbway of -the future bas be-en
prepared.

I should like particularly te associate my-
self witb wbat was said by tbe rigbt hon.
tbe Prime Minister as to the terrible obliga-
tion and responsibility-and I use the word
"terrible" advisedly that rests upon the par-
liament of this senior dominion of that great
overseas empire, a responsihility the con-
templation of whieb is calculated almnost te
overwvhelm one. Sometimes it well migbt
be that a cbance word, a wrong attitude cf
mmnd, a lack cf appreciation and understand-
ing perhaps a desire te, serve an immediate
purpose, political or otbemvise. migbt involve
considerations cf the greatest moment net
te Canada alone but te every part of tbe
British ccmmcnwealtb cf nations, and tbus
affect the wolfare and pence and bappiness
cf the wbole wor]d.

The predominant aima cf tbe late king, as
lie bimself has said, was to maintain con-
stitutional gcvernment in aIl its strength and
power. Many a time bis advisers hav-e flot
been slow te tell us that we bave bad
a dloser approciation and understanding cf
advice given te cur sovereign, and cf action
taken by bim thon Nve bave ever bad in
any ether ago in our bistory. One cannot
but realize tbat at times tbere bave been
acute differences cf opinion between tho
sovereign and bis advisers; but neyer waa;
there a moment when tbe sovereign, having
considered and discussed these matters witlt
his, inuisters, did not follow tbe con-
stitutional course cf giving effect te the
advice bie bad received. Frequently hie wsa
able te modify the views tbat were expressed.
Frequently bie was able by discussion and
argument te cenvince tbcse wbo were bis
advisers that other courses tban those con-
templated should ho taken, but always in
the end the action taken was tbe action of
bis ministers.

His influence we cannot to-day appraise.
We should net attempt it; it will be fer bU-'-
tory te determine that. We are toc near
the picture. But tbis we do know, tbat those
wbo bad te deal with bim in matters of state
and those who from time te, time had dis-


