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last November are practically out of feed for
their live stock, have no seed gra~in on hand
nor the means to get It.

Thanks to local help I ar n ft in quite that
predicament, but 1 have been talking te several
neighbouring farmers, and they told me that as
soon as I was assured a reasonable chance of
staying on, and -that the amaunt of payments
would be so revised that I would have a reason-
able chance of meeting themn, that 1 mflght take
some bags and they would give me some seed
grain, but they wanted to be sure I was to get
the benefit and that it would not, be seized to
heip cover up the deficit from buying when
everything was 'at its beight. 1 feel sure that
unless something is done in the next two weeks.
or befocre seeding commence%~ that several
around here are going to notIfy the S.S.B. that
they cannot support their familles from the
Incorne frorn the cows and hens after buying the
extra feed, and so have decided to quit and
work out. The rnajority seem ixitent on going
to the towns or with building contracors.

Tbey expect to lose ail they paid down and
that there will still' be large deficits. 1 believe
an eariy announcement that those se situated
might seli part of the present lve stock ta buy
feed for the rest and seed grain where neces-
sary, or that seed grain and feed, wouid be
supplied at once, wouid Prevent a good deaLI of
loss and trouble, and that the best of thern
wouid try a little harder to hang on and wea-
ther it out.

1 know you have a great deal of very Im-
portant business to transact, but doubt If any
ls rnuch more urgent than at least an Immediate
investigation Into this matter. The boys are
thoroughly slck of red tape, but have ail the old
pep wben they see a thing worth while.

This is an example of the letters received,
and it also reveals the feeling Vhat is preva-
lent among the soldier settlers. I do hope
that something will be done at this session
of Parliarnent with a view ta re'lieving the
serious situation ini which these men are
placed. In the constituency of North Sim-
coe, which I have the honour ta represent,
there are a number of soldier settiers. This
letter which I have just read was entireiy
unexpected. It does not corne from any
soldier settier in rny riding, but it brings
its own message, and is a statement of the
actual condition in which these mnen are
placed.

In reference ta the re-establishment, medi-
caïl treatment, and vocational training for
former mnembers of the Canadian forces, I
feel' that nothing should -be omitted which
rnight ibe done ta safeguerd the interests
.and promote the general welfare of our re-
turned men. I would especial urge that
immediate provision be made for those
classes of ex-service 'men who -have been
rendered unemployable through war ser-
vice, and who are st present without ade-
quate means. of suagrt; also that suitable
provision be mdIr their dapendents as
well as the dependents of those reported
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missing. Thbis is a niatter that olosdy
touches me in my relationehip with the rid.
ing I represent. We 'have many in that
canstituency of the class I have anentioned,
and I feel that we cannot do too much for
them.

Another matter ta which I wish ta refer
is one 'which possibly, I think, will nlot be
very popular with hon. members. In that,
however, I may be surpriseil. It affords
me great pleas'ure, in speaking on the sub-
jeet of economy, to note that the Govern-
ment has taken into serious consideration
the quiestion of retrenchnient in the admin-
istration of the public affairs of the coun-
try, I hope lihat the ibill te be submitted
regarding the Departmnent of Militia and
Defence, and the co-ordination of the vani-
ous branches of defence forces undèr one
ministerial head, may becorne 'law.
We ail realize the very urgent need of
strict economy in the management of the
nifairs of aur country at this time. In this
connection may 1 be permitted ta suggest
that a good place ta start on the road
ta practical economy in public life is with
aur own individual personal interests.
11. seems ta me that we xnight well give
rroof of aur sincerity in this matter by
introducing legisiation ,ta reduce aur
present'sessional indemnity fromi $4,000 ta
the former amauilt of $2,500, and I for
one arn prepared ta support the Govern-
ment on the introduction of such a legis-
lation. I arn fully aware that the labourer
is worthy of his hire and I realize also that
the cheapest man so far as salary is
cancerned is often the dearest man in the
end when ability and efficiency are taken
i?±to account. Nevertheless, I -arn of the
cpinian that the increase of $1,500 in the
sessional indemnity was not justifiable at
the tirne it was made, nor is it justifiable
in the face of existing market conditions
as we know them ta be. As I have said,
therefore, I for one amn prepared ta support
any legislation brought forward. ta reduce
the indemnity. I xnay add that this sug-
gestian is an entirely voluntary one on
nîy part; I amn in na way under obligation
ta my constituency ta act in the matter,
and they have nat at any tume asked me
ta bring it up or even suggested that ,I
should do so. My constituents elected me
not because of any pre-election promises,
for I neyer made any, but because they
were thoroughly tired of what they had
been receiving in the past and were looking
forward ta obtaining a government by
the people, an administration which would
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