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years, less any services whichî the railway company
nay perforn for the Government, the Government
heing secured all the time by the retention of
2,133 acres of land per mile of the railway. It
is a very simple calculation for any one to make,
to show that this quantity of land retained will
ainount to over 550,000 acres, on which the
Governnent will have a iortgage for this $80,000
a year annuity for twenty years. The lion.
menber for South Oxford (Sir Richard Cartwright),
estimated the present value of the annuity, the
other day, as being in the neighbourhood of $1, 100, -
000, and his estimate is prohably correct. When'
we consider that this road will have mails to
carry for the Government, supplies to carry for
the Mounted Police, and a great deal of other
work to do for the Governmîîent during the twenty
years, it is ouly reasonable to assume that this
550,000 acres of land, at the end of twenty
years, will he worth very mnuch more than
what the Government advanced to the comnpany,
and be ample security for the said advance. Take
the rate at which land is selling, within any reason-
able distance of the Canadian Pacifie Railway,
equal to this, and you will see, Sir, that mv estimate
is by no imueans overdrawn, and that the amount of
land retained hy the (Governmnent is aniply sufficient
to secure thenm for the advance they propose to
nake. This is not a bIonus, in the ordinary sense,
which is offered to the Hludson's Bay Company. It is'
an advance secured upon landed property, whichi is
the best class of security the Governnent could
have. My lion. friend beside me says it is a dona-
tion. The terms of the agreement show it is not.
He knows very well that good land in Manitoba
near a railway is very good security for an advance
of ioney, and the land through whicli this railway
will pass is of such a nature that it will be made
valuable by the railway passing through it. I had
someextracts fromn(overnmnent reports proving this,
on which I cannot lay ny hands at present, but I will
refer to them at a later period. Suimmarizing, how-
ever, I mnay say that the road, at its start, passes
through a country settled to a very large extent in
anticipation that the main line of the Canadian Paci-
tic Railway would have gone that way, as arranged
by mny hon. friend in front (Mr. Mackenzie). After
thaît, it strikes a good open prairie country, gra-
duating off to a district containing a very consider-
able quantity of timuber, sone of it in scattered
bluffs and sone in wide belts along the shores of
the lakes and rivers. I distinctly renenber Pro-
fessor Macoun and others stating in these reports
that there was spruce timber there of four feet in
diameter, but I shall try to lay the extract
froni the report before the House on a later
occasion. This district, not being sub-divided yet
into townships, we are deprived of the assistance
of the surveyor's tield notes in showing the quality
of the land. To resumne what I have said, the
country through which this railway passes is
valuable, according to the reports of all the ex-
plorers. The country is not asked to advance any
noney until the road is completed, and inmediately
the road is completed the land served by it will
becone valuable. Five hundred and fifty thou-
saud acres of that land, made valuable by the
construction of a railway, are then to be pledged
to the Government for an annuity of $80,000 a year
for twenty years, out of which the road will earn
a great deal by doing business for the Government.
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The road is, as far as we have anything to
do with it, a colonization road. We are not con-
cernied with whether it goes on to the Mackenzie
River or to the Hudson's Bay after it passes the Sas-
katchewan. I believe it would be a good thing to
take it to Hudson's Bay, as the season of navigation
there, according to Commander Gordon's report, is
at least double what my lion. friend opposite me
has said it could only be ; but that discussion lias
nothing to do necessarily with what we are speak-
ing of now. Another objection has been raised by
my lion. friend. I was surprised that he should
have raised it. He said two other roads parallel
to this had been already similarly bonussed. I an
surprised at the lion. gentleman's objection. I am
surprised that a gentleman so well acquainted with
the North-West, as the lion. mnember for Huron
(Mr. Camieron) is, and so well acquainted also with
the districts through whicli these railways we have
bonussed runs, should mîake the objection. I know
he is very well acquainted with the country along
Long Lake, and knows how much that railway lias
benetited that district, because lie lias been
an investor there, but wlhen he finds fault
with bonusing this road because it runs par-
allel to these others, 1 am astonished. What
is the distance between them ? I cannot give
it off-hand, but I know it is a good many hun-
dreds of miles between the proposed route of the
Hudson's Bay Railway and the route of the nost
easterly of the othiers, the Regina and Long Lake
Railway, and to oppose this mneasure because the
road will be parallel to another railway several
hundred miles away, running through a totally
different country, seens to me absurd. My lion.
friend forgets that this road taps the Saskatchewan
just at the foot of its navigation. He forgets that
the Saskatchewan valley is the comingpromised land
of the North- West, and that there are niany millions
of acres there only waiting facilities to be settled.
He forgets thatathousand miles of navigation extend
westward fron the point this railway will touch,
and that at the sane point there is a water power
uite equal, if not superior, to the Chaudière Falls

in this city. He forgets that at that point there
is every probability of building up a city as large
and prosperous as the one in which we are holding
our meeting to-day, based on an equally solid
foundation, the cutting of timber and the grinding
of grain for Europe, because the Saskatchewan is
not merely a grain-growing country, but it taps the
pine and spruce forests of the Rocky Mountains,
and this railway will pass through a well-wooded
country. With this water power, with the sup-
plies of timber and grain to be brought by water
to this point on the Saskatchewan, with railway
connection from that point to Winnipeg, there is
every reason to expect that a very large and pros-
perous city and surrounding seulement will be
established at that point. My hon. friend has
given notice of amnendmeut.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron). No.

Mr. CASEY. My hon. friend says he has not,
but he said that no doubt amendnents would be
mîoved on the third reading, and that, therefore,
there would be no object in going into the matter
fully just now. I caU that giving notice of amend-
ment. As amendnents will be moved, I will
reserve what I have to say for the present about
the navigation of Hudson's Bay, because I think I
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