
Section C - Domestic Proceedings and Private Commercial 
Dispute Settlement

Article 21.20: Referral of a Matter from a Judicial or Administrative Proceeding

1. A Party shall notify its Section of the Secretariat and the other Party if:

(a) an issue of interpretation or application of this Agreement arises in a domestic, 
judicial, or administrative proceeding of a Party, and a Party considers that issue 
could merit its intervention; or

(b) a court or administrative body solicits the views of a Party.

2. The Commission shall endeavour to decide on any appropriate response to a matter raised 
under paragraph 1 as expeditiously as possible.

3. The Party in whose territory the court or administrative body is located shall submit any 
interpretation of the Commission to the court or administrative body in accordance with the rules 
of that forum.

4. If the Commission is unable to decide on the interpretation, each Party may submit its 
own views to the court or administrative body in accordance with the rules of that forum.

Article 21.21: Private Rights

A Party may not provide for a right of action under its domestic law against the other 
Party on the ground that a measure of that Party is inconsistent with this Agreement.

Article 21.22: Alternative Dispute Resolution

1. Each Party shall, to the extent possible, encourage and facilitate the use of arbitration and 
other means of alternative dispute resolution to settle international commercial disputes between 
private parties in the free trade area.

2. To this end, each Party shall provide appropriate procedures to ensure observance of 
agreements to arbitrate and for the recognition and enforcement of awards in such disputes.
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