
a graduai legal recognition of the autonomous role civil society institutions must play in

the poesof reporting and monitoring the implementation of states' international

il. CURRENT CANADIAN PRACTICE

In certain countries, various participatory mechaiss, such as advisory counicils

composed of NGOs, members of Parliarnent and human rights experts, have been set up

to advise on the preparation of UN reports.' 9 However, in Canada no institutional

mechanism exists for civil society paticipation in m~onitoring and reporting on thec

domestic iniplementation of international hurnan rights standards. Canadian practice ean

best 1be dsrb as being based on> a liie degree of govenimental consultation with

NOOs, and on ad hoc assistance being given to certain organisations involved in

indpenentmonitoring and reotn.As will be seen, however; the situation may vary

from province to province, and especially between provinces and the federal govemiment.

At the federal level, the practice is to solîcit the views of NGOs early in the process of

drafting goveruiment reports, Le., every two to five years, depending on the instrument

concerrned . 0 NGOs with interest in the suhiect-matter covered bv the in.qtnimnt are


