
On the matterof inyiting iridependent .expertsto sit: in on Talisman's'discussions with GOS  on 
the peace.proeesS and Liman rights issues, Dr. Buckee pointed out`thathe  ha  s raised,this issue 
ir‘rith ministers and -officials,.in Khartoum, and will continue to de so: 

He stressed that Talisman belieVesit is acting in a responsibié marner-in Suclani and is gi. ing, 
Particular attention to seeing "what we cari do to improve the in es of the local cethrnuni.ties 
where.ce are .active", 

He exPresscd his:convietion that Sudan desperately needs belp 7  and hel.vanted help in deciding 
how best Io further improve the developrnent,contribution Which.Talisman can make .in thé 
,oilfields region. 

Mission 

With alLthese concerns in rnfnd a.tarn for the Assessnent Mission was composed, anangements 
made, and the .team dispatelied to Sudan. The names and biogaphical details of the team 
members are shown in an appepdix to this. report. Each tearrinnembet; was chi5sen as an individual 
not as à representative of any organization_ Each offered appropriate skills -and was deemed, 
cetTectlYi to tie`eapable of reilecting Canadarà conntnitrnent-to the promotion of human security in 
Africa. 

The work of the Assessrrtent Mission included a brief fact-finding trip'to Europe, for talkS With 
the Ul>1 agencies in Geneva, particularly the International Labour Ûrganization, the Office of the 
Commissioner for Hurnan Rights, and the High CorninisSien  for Refugees,and with the European 
Union in Brussels, m.-hieh Sent a mission to Sudan in Novernber 1999. 

The wOrk'in Sudan eonsisted, first, of meetings in -Khartoum, with G-OS opposition, human 
rights, civil society, and diplornatic representatives as we as sorne . eticounters with displaoed 
Soudiern Sudanese and the UN officiais trying to help them. tri addition, visits were made to oil 
pipeline sites nortIr and soutb of Khartoum, and to Diliing, in the lower reaçhes of the lq-uha 
Mountains. The mission spent three days at the Heglig operating hase of the Greater Nile 
Petroleum Operating Company, GNPOÇ, and frorn this'base visited aTriuMber of cornmunitjes in 
theYieinity. InclUded were Heghg market and the Talisman hospital nearby, Patiarig, Bentitt, 
Rubkona, Mayom, and Abyei. In addition, extensive fly4lyer inspeetioris were madeduring 
helicopier trips. 

MUCh of South Sudan cannot be aceessed from any a_rea controlled by the GOS, and jthe mission 
fiew tQ Najrobi, Kénya,on its way IO Lokichakicio, in northern Kenya, the operating base of 
Operation Lifeline Sudan, This hurnanitarian operatiôn is a éonsortium of the UN andmajor 
NG0s, and it Organizés relief hiptrients: and other forms of assistance for often desperate 
communities in Stidan, 


