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On the matter of inviting independent experts to sit in on Talisman's discussions wifh GOS on
the peace process and human nght% wssues, Dr. Buckee pointed oui: that he has raised this issue
with ministers and officials in Khartoum, and will continue to 3o so.

He siressed that Talisman believes it is acting ina réspoasible mamer-in Sudan; and is giving

particular attention to seeing "what we can do to improve the lives of the local communities
where we are active".

He expressed higconviction that Sudan. despemtely needs help, and he wanted help in dcmdmg

how best to further improve the development contribution which Talisman tan make i6 the
otlfields region.

Mizsion

With all these-concerns in'mind a-team for the Assessment Mission was composed, arrangements
made, and the team dispatched to Sudan. The names and bmgraphmal details of the team
members are shown in an appendiX to fhis report. Each téammembet was chosen as an individual
not as 4 representalive of any organization. Each' offered appropriate skitls and was deenred,

correctly, to be'capable of reflecting Canada's commitment to the promotion of human security in
Africa.

The work of the Assessmtent Mission included a brief fact-finding, trip'to Eutope, for talks with
the UN agencies in Geneva, particularly (ke International Labour Organization, the Office of the
Commissioner for Human Rights, and the High Conimission for Rétugees,and with the European
Union in Brussels. which sent a mission to Sudan in November 1999,

The work in Sudan éonsisted, first, of meetings in Khartoum, with GOS, opposition, human
rights, civil suciety, and diplomatic representatives as well as some énicounters with displaced
Southiern Siudanese and the UN officials trying to help them. In addition, visits were made to oil
pipeline sites northand south of Khartoum, and to Dilling, in the lower reache:s of the ‘\Iuba
Mountains. The mission spent three days at the Heglig operating base of the Greater Nile
Petroleum Cperating Company, GN’PDC_ and from this'baseé visited & nunber of communities in
the vicinity. Included were Heglig market and the Talisman hospital nearby, Parjang, Bentiu,
Rubkona, Mayomn, and Abyei. In-addition, cxtensive fly-over inspéctions were made dufing
tielicopter trips.

Much of South Sudan cannot be-accessed from any aréa cofitrolled by the GOS, and the irission
tlew to Nairobi, Kenya, ‘'on its way t6 Lokichokkie, in northemn Kenya, the operating base of
Operation Lifeline Sudan. This humanitarian operation is a consortium of the UN and major i

NGOs, dnd it Grganizes relief shipments:and other forms of assistance for often desperate
cominunities in Sudan.




