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NR. CHAIRI•iAN,

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IS NOT SOLELY A DOMESTIC
CONCERN FOR CANADIAriS; SINCE A CANADIAN-LED RESOLUTION

AT THE COI24ISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOIlEN IN 1991, CANADA
HAS WORKED IN CLOSE CO-OPERATION WITH MANY UNITED
NATIONS MEMBER STATES FROM ALL REGIONS TO PRODUCE THE
DRAFT DECLARATION ON THE ELIMINATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST

WOMEN.

THE DECLARATION, IN ITSELF, WILL NOT EL:MINATE
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN; RATHER IT IS BUT A FIRST STEP -
ALBEIT A MAJOR ONE - IN OUR COLLECTIVE ENDEAVOURS TO

OVERCOME AND ULTItLNTELY
I^NOWS

NO GEOGRAPHICAL, POLITIC^.L. ECONOMIC,

EARRI=RS.

A Y,EY ELEI•iENT OF THE DECLARATION IS ITS
IDENTIFICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AS A HUI2A27

RIGHTS ABUSE. CURRENTLY, NONE OF THE UNITED NATIONS

HUPIAN RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS, INCLUDING THE CONVENTION ON
THE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST W0:4EN,
ALTHOUGH EXCELLENT IN THEMSELVES, EXPLICITLY REFER TO
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN; THE DECLARATION, ONCE ADOPTED,

WILL RECTIFY THIS OIIISSION.

T_3E DECLARATION STATES THAT VIOLENCE AGAINST I1OIIEN
II3PEDES THEIR ENJOiiiENT OF HU:?AN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL

FREEDG:IS.
IT CALLS UFON GOVERtTIENTS TO E}:EhCISE DUE

DILIGENCE TO PREVENT AND PWITHINATHE C0:4IUNITY=COR 22^TI E
pEAPE1RATED BY THE STATE,
f:O.TE .

THE DECLAP.AiION CONTAINS A i7IRiBER OF NLV ELEI.EiIT3.
IT IS THE FIRST riln1AN RIGHTS INSTRUMENT TO REFER TO

VIOLENCE IN THE fiOilE.
IT IS THE FIFtST INSTRU.`1ENT TO

CONTAIN AN EXTENSIVE - BUT NOT EXCLUSIVE - DEFINITION OF
FORI:S OF VIOLENCL FUAINST Y1oNEN, INCLUDING PHYSICAL,

S1:^`:UAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL VIOLENCE.
AND, IN C.'.LLING UPON

STATES TO ELIIIIP1i1TE VIOLENCE, THE DECLI'r N1I011 SôCÎ^5^.D
THE FIRST DOCUMENT TO OUTLINE ADLiINISTP.I:TIVE.


