
social order and seeks to use or change it in order to help the

community gain more control over its economic future. My broader

purpose is to explore the idea of devoluti'n with a case example of

its actual practice.

I begin by examining some of the thinlçing behind devol.ution in

community devej.opment and the reasons foir çhoosing Port Aiberni as

an appropriate case example. Next I present an ecomomic history of

Port Albetni, to show the specific context for community

I elpmnt in that area. Then I report anid comnment on Port

Albernils recent econom~ic~ development acti.vities, based on

community planning documenits and a series of in-depth interviews

with local governleTt ofcia10 and leaders of CBOs i.n Prt

jlen. Fina1ly,~ I conclude with a discussi~on of devolution both

crisis aroumd


