
1975 wss a change ini the Court's reporting practices. Beginning in 1975, the Court reported all of its

decisions which faLcilîtates an accurate measure of changes mn its docket.

Four specific reasons lay behind the decision to lengthen the project's temporal perspective. Firut

by extending the data collection te include 23 years of merits and leave decisions long-terni trends in the

Court's agenda can be detennined as well as short-terni "issue cycles." Second, the five-year study peniod

coincides with the start of the current "-natural court- that began with Justice Mýajor's appointment hi

November 1992; since the justice's appointment, the Court's composition lias remained unchanged.

Third, enlarging the study penod increases the nun*er of différent leave panels, an important

distinguishing féature of the agenda process mn Canada- The existence of a natural court and stable panels

minunizes the problenis of insufficient numbers of applications for analyuis that would anse from,

including short-lived, unstable panels and courts with frequent replacement of justices.

A longer study period, finally, facilitates multivariate analyses by inchiding a greater nuniber of

leave decisions and merit, cases. While this is a general benefit for the project since it mneuses the

lilcelihood of stable quantitative findings, it is especially important in exploring the strategic choice

perspective. A smaller data set would impede the modeling of strategic behavior by the justices simular te

wlzat bas been done by Boucher and Segal (1995) and by Segal, Boucher, and Canieron (1995) which


