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by the international community, including the United Nations system and relevant 

subregional, regional and other international organizations, and anti-poverty 

strategies and programmes shall be designed, implemented and monitored with the 

full and effective participation of people living in poverty; 

(b) Measures shall be adopted to ensure that people living in poverty have 

access to the resources and opportunities necessary to escape from poverty, and 

policies shall be adopted to ensure that all people have adequate economic and 

social protection during unemployment, ill health, maternity, child-rearing 

widowhood, disability and old age; 

(c) Access of all people living in poverty to basic social services shall 

be ensured, as well as their participation in the economic, social, cultural and 

political life of society; 

(d) Women shall be given the economic and social opportunities to 

contribute to development, and anti-poverty strategies and programmes shall be 

designed with a gender dimension; 

(e) Targeted programmes shall be developed to meet the special needs of 
particular social and demographic groups, including young people, disadvantaged 
older persons, persons with disabilities, and other vulnerable and disadvantàged 

groups of persons; 

(f) The international community shall provide continued and effective 

support to broad-based development in developing countries, in particular in 

Africa and the least developed countries; 

(g) The efforts of the United Nations system to achieve the overall goal 

of eradicating poverty should be well coordinated in order to ensure that 

activities of relevant organizations are complementary and cost-effective; 

5. Recommends  that all States, as set out in the Copenhagen Declaration 
and Programme of Action of the World Summit for Social Development, undertake 

the following, preferably by 1996: 

(a) Develop a precise definition and assessment of absolute poverty; 

(b) Elaborate the measurements, criteria and indicators for determining 

the extent and distribution of absolute poverty; 
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