
2.RH-ÔNE-ALPES AND THE EUROPEAN

UNION

2. 1. lIn the context of the European Union, Rhône-
Alpes has initiated a program of economic
exchanges and agreements with tbree key European
areas (Bade-Wilrtemberg in Germany; Lombardy in
Italy ; Catalonia in Spain).
By so doing, Rhône-Alpes appears to be pionering
ini the creation of European Regional Centres. The
population of these four areas represents more than
30 million consumers (a potentially larger market
than Canada) and possesses a very varied economiîc
profile.,

2.2. Rhône-Alpes should be considered as a leader
in the European Market of 340 million consumers.

3.RHÔNE-ALPES: A DYNAMIC
POPULATION AND A BIG MARKET
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