38. Many of these countries, especially the poorest, need our -
financial and technical assistance to buttress thair own
development endeavours. Additional aid efforts are required,

to enhance both the quantity and the quality of our support for
priority development issues. These include alleviating
poverty, improving health, education and training and enhancing
the environmental quality of our aid. We endorse the
increasing attention being given to population issues in
devising strategies for sustainable progress.

39. Africa deserves our special attention. Progress by
African governments towards sound economic policies, democracy
and accountablllty is improving their prospects for growth.

This is being helped by our continued support, focused on
‘stimulating development of the private sector, encouraging
regional integration, providing concessional flows and reducing
debt burdens. The Special Programme of Assistance for Africa,
co-ordinated by the World Bank and providing support for
economic reform in over 20 African countrles, is proving its
worth. We will provide humanitarian assistance to those parts
of Africa facing severe famine and encourage the reform of
United Nations structures in order to make this assistance more
effective. We will also work to help the countries concerned
remove the underlying causes of famine and other emergencies,
whether these are natural or provoked by civil strife.

40. In the Asia-Pacific region, many economias, including
members of the Association of South~East Asian Nations (ASEAN)
and the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC), continue to
achieve dynamic growth We welcome the efforts by those
economies of the region which are assuming new international
responsibilitlies. Other Asian countries, which are -
.strengthening their reform =fforts, continue to need’ external
assistance.

41. In Latin America we are encouraged by the progress being
made in carrying out genuine economic reforms and by
developments in regional integration. We welcome the
continuing discussions on the Multilateral Investment Fund,
under the Enterpr;se for the Americas Initiative which,
together with other efforts, is helping to create the right
climate for direct investment, freer trade and a reversal of
capital flight,

42. We recognise with satisfaction the progress being made
under the strengthened debt strateqgy. Some countries have

already benefited from the combination of strong adjustment
with commarcial bank debt reduction or equivalent measures. We.

encourage other countries_ wlth heavy debts to banks to
negotiate similar packages

43. We note:

(a) the agreement reached by the Paris Club on debt
reduction or equivalent measures for Poland and Egypt,




