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point of applicants, are more favorable than the requirements pro-
vided for by this Treaty and the Regulations in respect of international

applications, the national Office, the courts and any other competent

organs of or acting for the designated State may apply the former re-

quirements, instead of the latter requirements, to international appli-
cations, except where the applicant insists that the requirements pro-
vided for by this Treaty and the Regulations be applied to his interna-

tional application.

(5) Nothing in this Treaty and the Regulations is intended to be

construed as prescribing anything that would limit the freedom of

each Contracting State to prescribe such substantive conditions of pat-
entability as it desires. In particular, any provision in this Treaty and
the Regulations concerning the definition of prior art is exclusively for

the purposes of the international procedure and, consequently, any
Contracting State is free to apply, when determining the patentability
of an invention claimed in an international application, the criteria of

its national law in respect of prior art and other conditions of patent-

ability not constituting requirements as to the form and contents of

applications.
(6) The national law may require that the applicant furnish evi-

dence in respect of any substantive condition of patentability pre-
scribed by such law.

(7) Any receiving Office or, once the processing of the interna-
tional application has started in the designated Office, that Office may
apply the national law as far as it relates to any requirement that the

applicant be represented by an agent having the right to represent ap-

plicants before the said Office and/or that the applicant have an ad-
dress in the designated State for the purpose of receiving notifications.

(8) Nothing in this Treaty and the Regulations is intended to be

construed as limiting the freedom of any Contracting State to apply
measures deemed necessary for the preservation of its national secu-

rity or to limit, for the protection of the general economic interests of
that State, the right of its own residents or nationals to file interna-
tional applications.


