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UNSSOD Il and Canada

The Second UN Special Session on Disar-
marnent <UNSSOD 11) took place in New
York from .June 7 to July 10. It did not
succeed in properly completing the items
on its agenda, but the official Canadian
view, in retrospect, is that the tasks the
Session set for itself were too ambitious.

UNSSOO 11, during three preparatory
conferences in the preceding year, pre-
pared for itself an arduous agenda con-
taining six compiex tasks. The two most
Iengthy and controversial were ta reach
unanimous agreement on: a review of the
implementation of the recommendations
of UNSSOD 1 in 1978; and a -compre-
hensive programme of disarmamrent",
which some wished ta ses as a Iegally
binding disarmament schedule, complet.
with dates for specific agreements ta b.

as statesmanlike. It built on the "strategy
of suffocation" elaborated at UNSSOD 1,
recognized what may be a sign from the
USSR of willingness to allow a degree of
on-site inspection to verify a treaty on
chemical weapons, and pointed to the
urgent necessity to agre. on arrns control
measures related to outer space. The
Prime Minister also stressed the impor-
tance of verification in negotiating disar-
marnent agreemnents, and announced that
Canada would be substantially increasing
research in verif ication. He also announc-
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