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know nothirg of. 1 think it is very likely that if a time it grew stili brighter and wvas visible in day-

you were to aàk auy eminent living a8tronorner for light., how within a week or two it began to fade but

information about the Star of Bethlehemu, he would cuntiuued visible to the naked eye for sixteen or

refr yîî o tt' eloi' seveuteen months, atter which time it was seen nu
uliiîterutMittlew au tlimore. It appeared ;n Cassiopela anti was a tixed

you it eontailued ail lie kîîew about the unatter. star while ut lasted. This was an extraordinary star:

But tliere have liecî somne astrýoiers-and ecmi- tlic Star of Bethlehem was an extraordinary star;

lient onets too- wlio ha:ve (101e sonie supposing and thierefore, su said the fool lu his heart, the two stars

soi iu ga!huot it mn h iKpea h were -, but we have not yet got ail the faets. In

homefiguiug t, nîou tht Kejler,~t te i21;4 anti 943 brilliaut stars appeared in the region

beginning of the seventeentlî century, and Ideler and between Cassiopeia and Celîhus. Wie don't kuov

Encke in tlie first liaIt of tlie preseut one. Their sul)- tlîat these appeartd in the sanie spot as Tyelîo's star,

po8ition wa8 that the pdîenoinenor. whicli drew thle but îîeither do we know ihat thev did flot. ''1 We

Magi to Judea uniglit ia'e heen a conjunctioui of two niay suspect," says Herschel, alll three " to bc une,

of te lrge pltiet, aconuneion o coseperapsan dthe same star with a period of :312 or prhaps 150

that the twu miav have looked lîke one star, ie The re ar known facts as to brilliant tempurary

litirtd their wav backwarul through the een:uries stars in or near Cassiopeia, and that is what Sir John

and found (I give Eueke's resuilts, the latest and Most Hlerschel deduces from the tacts -a "may suspect "

accurate) tlîat J uipiter anti Saturn were lu cnutin and a Il perhaps." But the Star of Bethlehem crank
cojucton gets much more than that ont ut them. ' M ay's

lu tie vear ', B.C., that at the tume ut conjoniction and ' perhaps's' he cannot away with. H{erschel may

thev we're about a degree apart, and that three such suspect that the stars of 945, 1264 and 1572 were une

conjonictions lia1 penied lu that year,-oni May 29, on and the sanie star; this chap is sure ot it and kuows

Decemberalso that tliese three were une aid the same star with

Weptember :30, and ou Deemer5 the Star of Bethlehem. H1e, iay have heard that

a dstace t adegee mal ~nughtu aketWO Beza, who was living in 1572 and saw Tycho's star,

brighit stars look like one? Proctor thought it was- ,thought it was the Star of Bethlehemi, just as some

if the observers wcre Il îniraculonsly short-sighited." earlier theol ogians thought the Star of Bethlehem

you can, settle this Matter for yonuse1ves. The stars1

in (>rion's Beit arc about a degree and Ii half apart.

On Nlarchi 2S. and agaîn on 'May 30, this year, Saturn, I

and Riegulus wilI be about a de-gree and a third apart.j

You clin easily imagine the former distance reduced

bv a third and the latter by a foujrth. Dou so, and

then try to imagine a pair of eves-:iot 'miira,,ulously

short-sighited ''-thiat could niake the two objects look

lîke une. [01, the i;Ith uf Nu' emLer next at - ..

sixty degree tile, Jupîter andi Mars wiil bc exactly a

(Icgree apart. J
This is onie dlitlicultv connected with the Jupiter-

Sauutheorv oif the Star of Bethiehieni. Another is

as to the chronolugy. Tiiese conjuniLons happenled

in -4 liC. WVas that the date of the evenits in Matt.

il . i-lo'- AndI a tiiird di fliCilty :s to ex 1îiain how

these pianiets coud be got to i ehiave as the star

beliav cd accordinug to verse ý,andi the natural inter-

ence froni verse P).

Now let us look back to the Ilternporary ;' star

theory. In itself it is i1uite as reasouable at least as

any of the other theories. but it is to it we uwe al

the nonsense that was ta ked andi written abouit the

Star of Blethlehemi three vears ago, whieh mess of

nouseusewe seeni to beagin thiireatened with this vear.

A temporary star is aui extraordinary star wvhiîl1

aplicars for a timie onlv. Eleven suich are reeurded

iu history-sx betweekn 150 B.C. antd 1-700 A.D., the

other five within the last fortv-two vears. The inost

fanous of the lot was the une of i5721, observed by

Tycho Brahe, Anv astrunomly book will tell vonl

abolit it-io' i rgitit was whien fi rst seen, hioN for-

identity of ail four stars was establishied by the

evidence adduced above, At is easy tu see how lie

mighit have proceeded to evolve his prediction ot ifs

re-appearauce in TS7 or 1890. Put the nativity

three vears before the Christian era, (when or

abont whien it is uow generally hieid to have hap-

pened), and the intervai betwecn the appearance ut

jhe star to the Magi aud its appearance to Tvclîo is

là5.3 vears. But it appeared in the l3th and iu the

ibth centuries as well as in the 1;th aud the Oth,

therefore, it must also have appîeaî'ed ini the 7th aud

the 4th centuries. This mak-es six appearauces in

115 vears, giving an interval of :315 years between

each two. (The actual intervals between the recurded

ap1 )earauce of the real stars of 945, 1264 and 15 '2 are

uiot 315 veairs ; but wlîen you puit yuur baud tu the

plougli of fuily yuu must not look back for trifles like

this). 15-,2 pluîs 315 gives 18S,; thereturel the seveuth

appearance shoiild have happened in that vear. But

it dîdn't: it was Venus that ail those good peuple

l tod staring at with open mouths in those Decetber

muruings, Well, ]et us do some more tinkerîîîg at

the tacts. We'il keep the 315 vears because it wiil

save uis the trouble ut doiug another division stim,

and sirnply shitt the date ut the nativity Llhree years

forward tu the beginuiug ut the Chîristian era%, where

Denis the 1,i1ttle fixed it and wlîerc, uf cotirse, it

uughit tu be. This, of course, shifts the date of each.

appearafice of the star three years forward, and changes

the 15372 with which we began operations intu 15-,5.

But that is oulv another trîfle. and just sec what We

have gaiued by it. It makes the scventh appearance

tali lu 1890. A. CAx'IEROtN.
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