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Ralway Cars as Carriers of Disease.
Dr. J. HIoward Jones, edclIlealth

Officer of Newpoj),rt., Englanjd, discjussea
quite al Iength the- railway carrnaue as a
earrier of disease. He0 noteS that a great
deal has beeni said ahout. the carriers of
two diseases, those lindividuials- whe are
factories of typhoid and d1)iithenia g-ernis
and are active. in their dlistribuition,. buit the
railway carrnage is mueth more important
an1d demiands to be(, considered. Tii...
others distribate one, kind of di8vase, eaeh ;
the railway carriage is a carrier of ail
kinds of disefaseýs. -Ther. 18 always a
difficitltyý in traeing outbreaics of disease
te thecir orcs"writes Dr. Jones, "on
accounit of the eompflexity of mLoden life
anid the amouint of initercommuniiieation.
R.ail-way s 'ystemis aire undoubtedly fruittul
means of the tranisferriee of infectious
diseases fromi t.own to tewn an d
from one individual te another. "
He give-,s many examples, in whicii
cases of measies, searlet fever and Qtiier
diseases have been sent from one town
te another, apparently wltii the knowledgze
of the. physician treating the case. In oee
in«tance scarlet fever was treated for rashi
and fromn the. original case four mnen cauglit
the disease. Two of themn travelled by
train to a fever hospital in a large towu

, and the other two were taken by meotor-
car a distancýe of about one hundred miles.
"On. is luth to believe," writes this corre-
sponidenit, "that inembers of the nmodieal
profession eau b. iu the habit of .epnding
patients sufferinig from iafect'ious disease
away without pointing out the. dangers of
se duing, unies. proper precaution, are
taken. Dr. Jones says ho bas evidence of
a case where ragh developed into amailpox
and an individual eaused sixteen cases in
the. town Wo which she went. 'Pler. were
two of the passengers in the. saine coni-
partment on the. train *ho developed fatal
cases and altogether 187 cases and 36
deatha. These examplea, the writer points
out, are thoese that have cerne to hs notice
lu sume accidentaI way and ther. must
b. very mach greater numbers if ail could


