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alone many tbousands of dollars, and bas neyer lost a
cent tbrougb trusting tbtem. Hlence, wvhen Mr. Pense re-
fuses to hand over our property and implies that we are
flot to be trusted, lie want,,nly insulta every student of
the University.

As for bis flings at tbe students and tbe University
tbrougli tbe columns of bis papier, lie is doing more good
than liarrc. His sarcastic references merely unite the
studeîîts against sucb injustice, and thus tend to pro-
mute the solidarity of the students of ail faculties. Nut
only is lie lîarînless, lie is even amnsing. There is
among the geysers of Iceland a littîn une called the
Stroklir, or cburn, tbat lias a peculiar pbysical defect uf
wbich tuurists fiequently take advantage. Wlienever
clods are tbruwn intu it tlîure is a violent retcbing, fol-
lowed by an ebullition, in wlîich a mass uf biaîf digested
,mud is tlirowvn skywvard. If tlîe bystander liappens to
be tu the windward some small portion of tbis spatters
opon hiîn, but the bulk uf it is received back and swal-
lowed tip by tlîe unlîappy geyser, wvbicb continues in an
internaI state of commotion for sonie time. At present
we seem to bave got to tbe windward of Kingstun's
little geyser.

Tbe Cunversat. lias gone on record as tlîe most suc-
ýcessful in many years, if not in tbe wbole bistory
-of tbe institution. Several fuatures cuntributed tu tbis
end, and it xvould be well'tu bave tiiese kept in mmnd
wlien tbe next session rull round. Foremost among
tbese we are inclined te, place tlîe date. Heretofure it
bhas buen crnwded inta the flrst termn, juat before the
Christmas vacation, wlîen many students wure sbort of
fonds, and tlîe members of tbe faculties were preparing
for tbe increased expenditure demanded by tlîe advent

.of Santa Clanis. Again, tbe medical dinner is tixed for
,tbat week, and tbere is a tendency also for students to
cut classes and go bome becausé tlîey tlîink tbe Con-
versat. will disorganize tbings somnewbat, and tbey bave
tberefore less compoinction in extending tlîe vacation
a few days. AIl tliese tlîings militate against the soccess
of tbe Conversat. B3ut bieretofore tbe contention bas
been tbat it would cause ton mocli of a break in tbe work
of tlîe second term. Th'e resoît bas prnved tbat tbis fear
is groundîess. Apart from the time lost by a few mem-
bers of important committees, tliere was no visible dis-
turbance of class work until tbe very day of tbe fonc-
tion, and on Monday morning work wvas resumed witb
al tbe more vigor and earnestness.

On tbe tinancial aide there xvas a like resoît. Tbe
receipts svere sligbtly larger tban st session, sud tbe
report of tbe general committee will, we are tnld, sbow
a deficit of only a few dollars. Among tbe steps taken
tu increase tbe comfort of for guests tbat of serving re-
freslîments in tbe museum svas most timely, as it drew
the crowd away from the narrnw stairway leading to tbe
tbird flat and distributed tbe peuple in sncb a way tbat
much less crowdîng \vas experienced. The committees
are aIl deserving of the tbanks of tbe A. M. S., for tbey
did tlîeir wvurk well, and programme, decurations and

refreslîments svere aIl of sucli menit as to receive only
tbe most favorable criticisms. On the svbole, xve believe
tbe date of the Conversat. sbuld be permanently trans-
ferred tu tbe tbird wee< in january, and tbat tbe com-
mittees slîould bu appuinted not later tban tbe first wuuk
in December. We would ruspectfully suggest to tlîe
Senate, lîowever, tuat nntlîing is gainud by cnntinoing
classes tbrougb tbe afternoon of tbe day on wbicb tbe
Convursat. is lîeld. A plan wbicb would meut with
mucli favor frnm tlîe students is to suspend classes alto-
getlier on tlîat date and make up for it by dropping Aslî
\Vednusday from the list of rugular lîolidays.

A gond dual is beinig said and written jnst noxv regard.
ing more adequate protection from bass by tire in tîe.
city. We have long wondered at the lutbargy of nur
college autlîoritius in tbis matter, and bope tbat tbe
present agitation may make tlîein take prompt measores
to do aIl tlîey cau to masure the safety of ur buildings.
Tbere is one solitary lîydrant on tbe cullegu grounds,
wbicb bas flot been tested for montlîs tinleas it were
during the vacation. Tliere is no standpipe witbin tlîe
main building, nu buse and flot even a small hand
extingnisber. Moruover it is a decidud risk to bnld
classes in tlîe tbird stnrey onder existing conditions.
Tbere are nu lire escapes on tbe outside of tlîe building
and tbe only means of exit is by a narrow, windirug
stairway directîy uver tbe Registrar's office. If once a
little blaze started among tbe stationury and records
tbere stnred, tbis avenue would almost immediately bu
cnt off. At tbe ntber eud is tbe libruiry tbe value of
wbicb cannot be estimated in dollars and cents, yet were
tire tu break ont in tbat vicinity tbere are at present no
adequate means of coping witlî it, and by tbe time tbe
city Brigade got to wnrk we shotîld probably reqoire flot
nnly a new building for the library, but a new library
itself. Many improvements are urgent at prusent, but in
our opinion tbis question takes precedenceover aIl otbers.

As tbe JOURNAL iS interested in every question wbicb
affects tbe welfare of Canada, we would like ta refer
briefly to tbe question of immigration, now an promineut.
Undoubtedly we bave a vigoroos Minister of tbe Interior.
Far-off Russia lias been invaded and sume of ber "best
citizens,- in tbe shape of tbe Dnnkbobors, bave been in-
duced ta eioigrate tu Canada. Tbe Globe and other Gov-
erument papers bave beeui busy issuing certiticates of
cbaracter in favor of tbe peuple. Tbe opposition press
bas endeavored to discredit tbem, but tbe cry is ton ob-
vinusly une of 1'soor grapes."'

Tbe fact is tbat Mr. Sifton bas accomplisbed wvhat
bis predecessors promised but neyer carried ont, and
jnst ta tbat extent lie lias dune more barm tban tbey. We
may well ask, Wby tbis unseemly baste to use np tbe
natural resources of Canada? Tbey form a permanent
asset wbicb we would do well to reserve for aur sons and
dangbîers, and wbicb they will, no doubt, bu glad ta
dlaim. Wby sbould we bu eager ta band tbem over ta
strangers wbom we have actually had ta coax ta accept


