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OUR PER'IODICAL' PLAYLET.
On the Somme,. A.D. 1415.

Dra matis Personoe:

Billikin................. A Spearman.
Dickoni............................ A Bowînan.
Gîtes ........................... An ArbaZaster.
Sir Percival Brassbound..........A Cap!ain.
Madame Brigande............ An Inn-keeper.

Scene: InItrior of - Fleur de Lys"- Inn.
<Dickon and Biflikin, are seen seated on a bench by the fire.
DIcKON: Ods fish ! 'Tis a wea1ry life, this, Billikin. Twice

,ive 1 been to ye Keeper of ye Purse with a piteous tale, but
ot a groat would he give me. Nay, no longer ago than yester-
ty he bade me begone, lxith bflows and reviiings, so that 1 arn
)me here athirst for even ye weak and watery aie of this
..cursed country, yet with no means wherewithal f0 purchase

BILLIKIN: ", ioo, arn in a like case. With what joy could
of 1 lower ye fide in a butt of C.anterbury ale. Methinks I
-iai1 have to sell ye casque of ye Frenchi Knight which 1 took
-om off his head on ye baffle ground af grave personal riske."

(Enter GiLEzs.)

GiLEs: Godden to ye, sirs, and wherefore' look ye so
Ium ? Wilt join me in a measure o' stoot"
BOTHn (instantly) : "0Of a surety i"
GILFS (to Madame Brigande): Thrice on ye stoot, an if
lease ye, Madame Brigande."
MmE. BRLGANDE : " Tout de suife, m'sieu."
Mmne. Brigande lifis a leathern bottle from the shel, des~cends

ito~ the iower regions, and re-appears .,opme half-hour later with
ie liquor, which she peurs out and ,grves to the three soldiers.
DicoN: "Hale and merry, sirs."
BILLIcIN: IlMay ye neyer he broke."

"ws: Drink deepIV, comrades."

(They drink.)

NMarry, an' 't-was by For
to purchase ve refreshmenf w
ilien 1 bethouL-ht me of ve vesi

favour that 1 arn
rave. Not a coin
of clothe of golde
L riche and valiant
-Ie Who trafficks in
ver. (jingles the

of a knight whom

GILEs " I Ye are jealous that we who man ye Arbalast bc
a fulle furlong behid ye uÎne. Yet, be if known, ye would
flot be so free of speech were ye f9rced to stay by ye Arbalast
under a verie haile of stone. Sling-sýots 1 fear not, arrowse
can I stand, but ye rnighty roAre of ye twenty-pounde rocke
congealeth ye bloode withiný me. Bombe-proofe 1

<Enter Sir Perciual Bra.ssboiiid.)

SIR PERCIVAL: IlWhat ho! varlets.-
ALL: " What ho! Sir Percival."
DICKON (aside): IlPerchance ye noble Iknight will purchase

ve casque of steel."
BILLIKIN (aside) : Il 'Twere well thought on. (Addressing

himself to Sir Percival) : IlAn it please ye, Sir Percival, 1
have hère a casque of steele which I did remnove from ye
valiant hrow of a most puissant Frenchman at mucb riske."

SIR PERCIVAL : - Produce ye goodes! II
(Biflîkin uincovers a large object which Proves to be the

helmet of a knight.)
BILUIKIN : IlFifty francs, an it please ye, Sir Percivai."
SIR PERCIVAL. " lHa-ha ! Likewise haw-haw i Whiat have

we here but mine own dresse parade casque, which was stolen
from my tente on ye Somme most feloniously. 0 cursed
viflain 1 Behold mine initiais worked on ye sweafe-bande there-
of by ye faire bandes of ye Ladye Erjnyntrude 1

DICuON AND GIL.S : " 'Tis even so!1
SIR PERCIVAL,: "lFor thîs acte so dreadful 1 decree that ye

be condemned fo bathe in ye colde water for y e purging of ye
bodie and ye purifying of ye soule, and, furthermore, that ye
be sentenced to have ye haire of ye face and ixeade shaven."

BILLI<IN : " Mercv! Sir Percival, nof ye bathe! "
SIR PERCIVAL: IlLet it be as 1 have spoken." (Io DiCKON

and GÎLES) :" Convey ye prisoner, under close arreste, fo ye
tente of ye Provost-Marshal, there to, awaît ye expiation of hys
crime.

<Exeunt-DICKON and Gîi.s on est her side of BILIKIN.)
SIR PERCIVAL. (to Mine. Brigande) : IIBy my sande-glasse 'tis

now ten grains after ye eighfh hour, and 1 bid ye, Mme.
Brigande, serve no more drinke, else will ye inne be placed oufe
of boundes! II

ý. BRIGANDE (., lgela guei


