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able to make lis thought and know-
]edge intelligible to others. The daily
recitation in algebra, Latin, history, or
physies gives the opportunity for de-
veloping the commnand of language, and
it is possible to embrace this opportun-
ity without sacrificing the teaching
value of the recitation, and without im-
pairing the thoroughness of the in-
struction in the formai subjeet of the
lesson.

The number of intelligent teachers
who deny the value of this principle of«
making every lesson a lesson in Eng-
lish is surprising; the number of those
who, assenting to it in theory, violate
it in practice, is almost appalling. Te
more strongly this principle is impress-
ed upon our teachers the less complaint
we shahl have of the poor English used
by our graduates.

A professor in one of our leading,
colleges remarked to me several years
ago that the entrance examination
papers handed in by the pupils from
a certain sehool were noticeable for the
good English used in them. 1 mnade an
investigation of the work of that
sehool. I found no more formai in-

struction in English than is found in
the average school-and that is very
littie.

But I found in every class in the
sehool a rigîd insÏstence on clearness
of thought and on precision of expres-
sion, and I think that I found the
secret of the results attained when the
head master said to me: "I believe that
I can teach more English in my algebra
class than I eau in any other way. "

Formai instruction in English will
always be necessary, but the more good
reading our pupils do, the better they
linow how to read, and the more strong-
ly our teachers of geometry, Greek and
chemistry are impressed with the idea
that they are teachers of English as
well, the less need xviii there be for
grammar and rhetoric study, and the
more nearly wc shall approach the de-
sired standard-when the power of ex-
pression of our pupîls will kecp pace
with their mental development, and
they will icave our hands able to ex-
press their ideas iii language marked
by clcarness, force, and some degree of
elegance.

WHAT EXAMINERS SAY
The Departînent of Education desires

to eall the attention of Principals and
Teachers in the Intermediate, High and
Collegiate sehools of the province to
the following comments upon the re-
sults of the departmcntal examinations.
The reports given bclow wcrc preparcd
by committees of the various groups of
examiners at the requcst of Mr. S. E.
Lang, Inspector of Sccondary Sehools,
and are now placcd before the
High Sehool teachers of the province
for their guidance during the coming
year. It wiii not be necessary to urge
upon them the duty of weighing care-
fuliy the opinions and recommenda-
tions of the examining board which
were formed as the resuit of a close
study of some thousands of candidates'
papers sent i from ail parts of the

province. The annual departmcntal
examination is an important instrument
of education, and should be so regard-
cd by both teachers and pupils.

SCIENCE

Physici. The examiners agree in
saying that questions requiring a know-
ledge of practical work show clearly
that practical work has been neglected
in many places; that questions dealing
with the working of apparatus are not
weil answered (frequently the main
Point is omittcd: c .g., the cifeet of
pressure of atmosphere in working of
lift pump, the difference betwccil
breaking of carrent in telegraph sound-
er and electrie bell) ; that diagrams arc
inii any cases earciessly and inaccur-
atcly drawn, suggesting that notebooks


