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.1 Chrisâmas Night

Christmas Question.
What mean the glorious tidings

Tliat reach f rom shore te shore.
At the tlîne ef " bcrry Chriîstmas,"'

Each year as years belore ?
What mean the joyoe voices,

Resoundlng o'er the earth?
The Christian werld rejoices

For Christ the Savlor's blrth.

The HoIy Child of Promise,
The goed and perfeot man,

The Savior, Guide, and Teacher,
To fel!ew if we can-

The typical humanity
To show us the true way

To re above earth's vanit),
And live in endiess day.

With tnith in the power of goodnes--
The Christ in every seul-

Lot us be glad fer Christms
When love assumes control;

When people weke frem d reaming,
Wake te ile at Christmas times,

Wake te truth that ie redeeming-
Christ-pover, 0 truth sublime!1

THE OLO AND THE NEW.
Tuis number of the Maeeey's Illustrated closes

the first volume cf the new series. We bave on-
deavored te the beet cf eur ability te make the
magazine a welceîne visiter te the homes and fire-
aides cf ite thousande cf rendors and we have time
and again received gratifying assurances that we
bave net lnhered lu vain and that its monits have
been fully reognized and appreciated. We bave
ne besitation iu saying that it je the hast and cbeap-
est Illustmated monthly cf IlNews and Literature
for Rural Homes " published in Canada. It will
scarcely ho believed, but stili it is a fact, that lu
the firet volume about 350 high clase engravinge
have appeared, equal, if net superior, iu morit and
interest te those appearing lu much higher.pricod
magazines publisbed lu Canada and the States,
Whnt we will do lu the future romains te be soon.
One thiug is certain; our rendors mny reet assnrsd
that noue cf the departmnents will ho allowed te de.
teriorate in interest but that we will etrive in every
possible way te. make snch and ail more and more
creditable, instructive aud eutertaining. We cor-
dially . thank our numerous frieude-readere, suh-
scnibers, and canvassers-for their kindty boip lu
the paet and we know that we eau confideutly rely
upon their gouercue support ln the future. We
bave given practical and suhetantial preef of the
fact that those who canvase for us are nmply cern-
pensated fer their labor and the samne liheral policy
willbeho etinued. Wîtb us"thore le nesuch word
as faîl." .And now as the old y3ar onde and the
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new begins, we heartlly extend te our friende ln
thie and every land the compliments of the season.

TuE numerous friends of Mr. Fred. V. Massey
wvill regret to hear of bis serions illnese. Ho con-
tracted a severe coid whiie on his way fromn
Toronto to Boston, Mass., in Septerubor laet, te
attend the Massachusetts Instituts of Technology.
He worked very diligently at his studios, and
passed hie examination most croditably, notwith-
8tanding the fact that hie could not shako himef
f ree fromn the cold and violent cough which foilowed.
On Wednesday, 27th November, bie consulted a
speciaIist in throat troubles, who adv'lsed hlm te
give up bis studies, and soek a more congenial
climate. lie ieft Boston for Lowell that day te
visit Rev. W. T. Pearîn, and wbile thoro hie had a

ell1 of hlceding from the mouth and nose. One of
the best local physicians was sunimoned, who, after
a careful examination stated that thore was ne
immediate danger, but advised hlm, te remai as
quiet a pessible i bed, for at least two weoks.

THE attention of our readers is drawn te eur
clubbing liet on page sixteon. Any ene wanting te
subsoribe for twe or mere of the papers therein mon-
tlened, with Massey's Illustrated, will ho -furnlebed
with the ciubbing price on application. We weuid
aiso draw attention te the mect that we are efforlug
five cash prize compotitions, epen te aIl readors ef
tho Iiiustratod, and aise $100 in cash prime te eau-
vassers, besides premiunins. Intending subscribers
have only this xnonth left themn te obtain the privi-
loge of guessing on the number of s's on page six of
the Jauuary issue for the elegant Torento Mower,
Sharp'a Rake, etc., full particulars ef.which will be
found on the back page of the cover. Our canvase-
ers should net stop until every farmer in thefr
lecality ie a subecriber te, the Illustrated.

AN independent paper in Teronto, last month
aunounced, seml.officiaiiy, that the Ontario electieus
would be held befere Christmas. This waa after-
warde contradicted by the Goverument ergan. It
i8 the general belief, however, that the eleotiene
will take place immediately after the next session cf
the Legielature. We may aise state that tho Dom-
inion Parliament will meet for the transaction cf
business on Jannary 16th. Se far as the Domini*on
la concerned it le thought there will net ho an appeal
te the electorate for a year or twe yet.

'WAE ail owe an apology te the pig, whe has been
moet grossiy maligned lu regard te hie food. It bas
been proved that instead cf being ready te, eat any-
thing tbat cernes in hie way, ho le the meet fastidieus
of animaIs. Experimonts made both i France and
Sweden showed that eut of 575 plante the goat eate
449 and refuses 126; the sheep out of 528 plants eats
387 and refuses 141 ; the cow eut cf 494 plante eate
276 and refuses 218 ; the herse eut cf 474 plants eats
262 and refuses 212 ; while the pig eut ef 243 plants
eats 72 and refuses 171. Who could have thought
it ?

OUR exportations cf cattle and shoep are assumlng
large proportions. Durlng the seasen just clesed
the number cf cattle exported from the port cf
Montreal was 85,537 and sbooep 58,877. For the
season cf 1888 the numbers wero cattie 61,003, sheep
46,223. This shows an increase for 1889 cf 24,534
cattle and 12,654 shoep. Anothergratifying feature
le the fact that botter pricos ths.n formorly have
been reallzed by the exporters. A revelution ln the
expert cattle trade le likeiy te takre place acon. A
compnny bas been formed in London, Engiaud, with
a Canadian Board cf management, with ths object
cf deveioping the trade in Canadian dead meat.
Three Rivers, Que., will be the Canadian headqur-
tors. The live expert trade je attended wit se
much lese, riek an= expenso that those çngaged in*
the industry cf cattle raisiug wiil hall with satin-
faction the introduction cf thls new eystemn which

wiii be found enfer and more economîcal, and will
materlly help lu deveioplng and inereasing that
induBtry, besides making it mýore profitable.

Ma. MOMiLLAN, represontative cf the Manitoba
Govorument, wiil attend the Farmors' Institut.
meetings throughout Ontario during the winter and
give information about the Province. He le iu re-
ceipt of numerous enquiries from the States and the
old country and the indications are that there wili
ho as big a rush cf settiers next spring as iast. A
colony fromu Virginia wilt eettle i the Province
next spring. Settlers there have bad bad crope for
the paet two years and rocently the State Board cf
Agriculture sient a deputation te the Western States
and Manitoba with a view toesettiement and they
deeided in favor cf Manitoba. This is net te ho
wondorod at. In Dakota and Minnesota thensande
of families, threugb failure i crope, are dostitute
and appenle for aid have been made te assiet lu
meeting the wauts and alleviating the sufferinjp of
the unfortunate people. Compare thoir condition
witb that cf the settlors lu Manitoba and the North
Wost where an entirely different state of affaira
existe. Settlers there, are as a rai, presperous,
contented and happy, and free fromn the privations
and sufforinge experienced by settiers i many
States of the Unien.

THE fact that many boys attending echoel are
addicted te smoking is noterions. Recently su i-
vestigation inte the matter was beid in oue cf the
large cities ln the States and it was shown that ai.
moet fifty per cent. cf the boys in the echools smoked
tobacco. It was alse demonstrateil that the beys
who smokod were the worst students. This waa te
ho expected as ne boy eau use teba6cco andi ho any.
thing but duil and >stupid. The grewing porson
cannot use tebacco without pnying the penalty in
arrested physical and mental develepment. To
many adulte tobacco lu auy forin is a poison. To
the person who bas not attained hie growtb the
effeet cf tobacco is always lujurleus, and aIl the
more dangorous because of its insidious effects.
Thore are two ways cf breaking up this dangerous
habit among boys, and both remedies should ho used
at the saine time. The dealers who are found sefl-
ing or giving, or any person who selsa, gives or in
any way procures tebacco for boys sbould ho severe.
ly puniehed, for the offence againet society le as
great as that cf the persona whe sell tainted and
ndulterated foode. As for the boys, every oe
caught smoking or using tobacce, or who hae tebacco
upon hie person, sheuld ho arrested and punished.
It shonld ho an offence te send a ho into a tobacco
store, or te allew eue te enter suce a place. The
beys cf to-day are the timber cf whlch future citl.
zens muet ho made and the health cf that timber
should ho protected and preserved at ail bazarde and
f romn all sources cf danger.

OUTBREÂKs cf diphthoria, typhoid foyer, and
other infections diseases are occurring repeatedly in
our country districts and people are ofton at a tees te
aecount for them. Thereilenething very mysterlous
about the roatter. Fraenkel, the eminent ecientiet,
found by experiment that the top layera of the soit
are especially rlch in disease germe, but that helow
tbree or four foot the number becomes much emaller.
The meet intereeting faet la, hewever, that the more
injurious germe, as these cf typheid foyer, loclijaw
and choIera, rarely -get te a depth cf more thau
thirty juches. Someocf these germe, Fraenkelfound,
caD.live at adepth cf frem eight tetwenty luches
for more than five menthe, while the spoes (gerni-
egge) eau live lu the seil for a much longer time.
Under favorable conditions thora spores eau deveîep
lu the ground jute germe which are ready te attck
men or animeale at the first epportunlty. For ail
practical purpoes, however, eue may as well get
germe as spores inte hie systsm. Fertunately, the
soil that harbors and nourishes these germe alsc de.
streys them, the chief causes cf their destruction
heing the drylug of the soil and the action of light.
The more intense the Iight the greater its destructive
action on germe. Regular cultivation cf the soil,
thereby expoeing it te the iigbt and causing drying


