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lCeuIsus returns of 1891, so far as they relate to

euain arc no doubt a surprise to nîany, as they
4 eadi8appointment to ail Canadians. It is useIeis

e"t xteflj of unoccupied territory, as fertile as
%yi the world ; with immense resources in folless

Efl"d fisheries, and witb an energetie population,
4ived 1leiel froin the verv best stock the worid affords,
yet forlSOîsie reason or ther its piogress during the

tIl '41 Y<rs is oniy abolit equal to that of the long.settled

%i OVer.wdOed Motiier Country, fron whose shores
#,I< 8 11ts re constantly ernbarking by thousands for the
14 tiworld. The percentage of increase in Canada is

balf that of her next door neighbour, notwith-

the cemparatively dense population of the latter
t A still more disappointing aspect of the fact is
n8tOtwit standing the considerable number of immi-

w1 0ho ave Ianded cil our shores, the total addition to
bA %pouleltien during the ten years is less titan the average

k% 1res.TI i e first obvious inference is that the
i Onfrein the Dominion must lw discouragingly

eTh fact, too, that while the Maritime Provinces
ii ~~aimost stationary, and Quebec atnd Ontario

ut 81i lit progress, the rate of growth in the

est and the Pacific Province bas been compara-
Ue 1 lrge, Cifphasizes the truth already well known, that
Ti15 

0 'eîet of population trends constantly westward.

44ý ,etcnde" 3y is equally manifest in the Eiistern and
atclSt9~ of the American Union. But it iii littie

%tolfor us to be told that our showing is no worsie
4 %8 fNew England, so long as the fact unfortunately
S 5tthe westward-moving people of the Republic
their own co11ntry, whill'a large percentage of ours

t. sh lile. To speak plainly, that is just th(.

40 rOcf Our trouble. The conditions of life in tîhe

1ti8  fons ecas or Othe-, are such that

%4 8 "Intan flow of soute of the best elemuents of
itillatieth across the boundary. The young men in

4 hOse who should be the bone and sinew of our

NtI 4%ionare steadily leavingy us, te find the remun-
erPlOYment which they cannot obtain in their

tIrr" Y They are scarcely te balme. Many of

VeClnada as their nativo land, ar4d leave it with
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the deepest reg5ret. But thse country is weakened, neyer-
theless, by tisir loss. To ind out the cause or causes cf
this depiorable resuit, andl to point ont thse rermedy, if
reiiiedy thero be, is a task worfisy of our best statesitien.
It msay lue tîsat those causes lie beyoîsd thse control of
statesiimansliip, that they are te be found înainly in tise
eperation of iaws, geograpiial ci econoiic, over wlîicis
we have no control ; that tisere is notiig to be donc
but te content ourseives wjtis a slower but sounder and
surer devciopmeîst; or te wait for tise change wisicis is
sure to cente as the great cîstern te the soutis beconses
moire neariy full, and the stream begins to flow back in
this direction. But se pessiinistic a conclusion should net
and must net be accepted without tise closest and most
profeund investigation of which oui. public men are
capalle. Now is tihe tinte and here is tise opportunity
for the truc statesmuan te coin(, te thse front.

[H -ERTO, shsce thse commnenceent cf tise revelations
of this niensorable seîssion, the attention of Parlia-

tuent, the press atnd tise public bias been se fixed upou tIhe
work of investigation, thuit littie tisouglît lias as yet been
given te the work cf reforiuation. Yet iL is inow surely
imie that ail tboughtful citizens were beginniîsg te enquire

seriously net only isow tisose who have bî'en found guiity
of criminai carclessness or disisont'sty in tise public service
shahl be punished, but what meaiss shah be taken te pre-
vent, as far as possible, the repetitieus of such betrayals of
trust in tihe future. As inst of the ollences with which
the Coînittees, at least those cf tise Commens, have had
te deal have been in connectien with tise officiai work cf
tise Departinents, the thoughts naturaily turn te tise Civil
Service as tise field ils which radical reform is most impera-
tiveiy needed. Ilansard is ssew te baud with a full
report of tise debate wbicb teck place in tise Senate, a
wcek or two since, in connection witis the enquiry cf 1Hon.
Mr. Mclîînes as te what useasures the Governusent pro-
posed te take te efleet the needed reforui. The reply cf
tise Premier inîiicated, it wiil be reiiîbered, two steps i 'n
particular wisicis the Goveriinsent propose te take in tise
way ef rcorganization--first, the appointaient cf a non-
partisan Royal Commissions te prepare and recommend an
improved schiense for cenducting the business cf the
Departinents, and second, the appintment of a Comp-
troller or Inspecter, standing independent of tise Govern-
ment of tise day, te a large extent, whome duty it would ho
te scrutinize tise management of tise finances of tise iepart-
nients, as weil as tise cosiduct cf officiais and the way is
which tise work was doue. We have aiready expressed
our doubt as te tise efficacy of sucis an arrangement. Tise
fulier igist throwîs upon it by tise debate and frous ether
sources strengtisens tisat doubt into a conviction tisat tise
Goverument proposai fails te go te the root of the evil.
la it net, by tise way, a littie singular tisat Premier Abbott,'
alnuiost in tise sanie breatis in wiich lie states the Goveru-

ment's intention of appointing a Commission of enquiry,
announces a purpese whicli munst have tise effect of lîmit-
ing that enquiry te mere inatters cf detail? lion. Mr.
Mclnnies, in iis brief address, reminded tise Sonate cf
severai proviens attemupts whiih iad been nmade by Par-
liansent te rt'form tise Civil Service. Ho recalied particu-
larly tise Commsîission appointed for tîsat purpose in 1880,
anti its chief recommîendations, viz., the abolition cf

1 oliticai patronsage, open atnd conspetitive examinations,
promotion iîy menit, aîsd tise appointinent of a permsanent
Civil Service Comiliisioii. Tisese are substantially tise
ineasures that have wreught se complete and salutary a
referas in tise Civil Service of Great Britain, and tisat are
bringing about a imilar iniprovement in that cf the
UTnited States. Coîîpared with sucis a systeus, any reor-
gajnization wlîich cquld hoe ei'ected under Premier Abbott's
sciseme would bie sulfericial assd worthicss. Tise pernicieus

patroîsage systens, whiceh is tise engin and fountain cf înost
of tise wroiig doing, it would bc, if we uîsderstand tise pro-
posaI, beyond tise power of the Commuission te toucis.
Premier Abbott tinks tisati ail that is necessary is tise
introduction and observansce of business prînciples in tise
management cf the Departusents. lias it occurred te
hins that one of tise first and nmest indispensable cf business

jirinciples is tisat officiais shall ho appointed solely on thiai
monits1 Every succeisf îI manager of a great business wil
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insist on the power of appointing aud dismissing bis sub-
ordinates, realizing tlîat thus orily can lie be enabled to
select as foreiuien of the' dilierent branches of the business,
and, in fact, as enisployees generally, thoroaglily capable and
trustwerthy msenî.Ile kneiw4 well that upon the presence
of s uch muen, mobre even tiian upon the mnost complote
systein, depends tbe ellieiency of thse service. -Does the
(iovernment propose to give their Commissioner the power
of appointînent and disînissal, or in any other way to
abolisli the baneful system of patronagei Apart fromi
this radical change, ail plans of reforin, if net foredoomed
te failure, must fa!l far short of completeness.

W ILL isot tise ionest and patriotic newspapers, on both
sides, joi us in advocating the abolition of patron-

age ini the Civil Service? So radical a change can bc
broughit about oîsîy by concurrence of Government and
O)pposition. But what a relief it would bc t e inmbers of
thse Goverrint andI of Parliamient <i What a boon te the
counîtry generally'? Till that is brouglît about it is idle te
hope for s.ny tlîorough reforî ilsi the Civil Service. But
we are far frei supposing tlîît even this gîeat reforus),
wero it iîcconîplishied, would elleictually purify the political
life of the D omîinion. There are otiser sources of corrup-
tion inherent in oui. present, political nîetlîods which mîust
bc reînoved before we cati hope te sec the pelities of the
country lifted te the' high plane on which every honest
citizen weultl like te sec thiîn. (Jiief ainong these is thse
subsiîiy systeus, wlîiciî lias grown te sucis menstrous
dimensions within the last few years. I t is uniiecessary,
even had wî' space, to, deicribe it st length. Every reader
knows wbat it is and liow it is worked ; knows, too, how
it is taintîng ansd deîuoralizing the political life of the
whole l)ominion. It is rapidly converting whela con-
stituencies into niarketable couîsiodities, setting tbeiîî up
at political auction, te bc purcbased by the higbest subsidy-
bidder. It is destroying tise public spirit, neyer yet, aias!ý
so streng as it should be, of the people of the Provinces.
No wonder tiiet an influential journal in the United Sta tes
exciaimied, wlhen it got a clear conception of the working
of tbis systei, thlît stncb a systein weuld ruin any nation.
It cannet lie denied tlîat under this system millions of
dollars liave been squandered, or embezzled ; that r;îilway
charters have been umde usercîsmndize of ; that individuals
have been enricised at thse public expense. It cannet be
doubted eveus by thee înost credulous partisan that of the
millions upen umillions cf dollars that have isecî oxpended
in raiiways aînd canais, a large part lias been apprepriated
under poiitic:îl pressure, or with a view te political effiîct,
rather thuin witls a single eye te tise welfare of thse
D)ominion. I t is a hopeful sign tlîat even thse meindiera
and supporters of the Governinent are appalled at sein of
tise revelatioris now being made, and are resolting and
declaring tisat it is time to cail a hait, and that hencefortis
subsidies must be voted much msore carefully and spar.
ingiy. A mest significant remark was tisat made, we
think, by a Minister the other day, in defence of an appro-
priation for a post-ollice in sonse sinall place, wbile large
towns were left witbeut one, te tise effect that tisat Pro-
vince, or thait section ef tise Province, bad net had its
share of the public nioiey ! We lia ve ne hesit ation ini
sayiîîg tîsat tisis systemsiof voting large or sniali suins of
inoney by tlie Parlii:îrentary majerity st thse bidding cf
the Government, for tise construction cf 50 calied public
work s in varions localities al ever tise Dominion, is far
more mischievous and dangerous te political nîoraiity tisan
even tIse pernicieus patronage systein itseif. Wbat is te
be don e '? s it net time that honest politicians on ûither
side of polities were putting their bands together, resolved
te find and apply a radical reforni of the subsidy system 1

T HE census returns have diverted public attention dring
teweek, te acensiderable extent, frein the investi-

gations of the various Committees at Ottawa, Tisere bave
been ne new or startling developinents in connection with
these inve4tigatioiis. The: Senate Comsmittee and thse
Commions Committee on Priviieges and Elections seem te
be approaching tise end cf their labours. ln regard te the
latter, the public interest bas centred niainly in thse argu-
ment of Mr. Fitzpatrick, on bebaîf cf Mr. Thomas
McGreevy, and the factums presented by tise other lawyera


