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sometimes unconsciously, are driven to take Che saine or different views on
titis subject. Thus, we learn by our messages from the other side of the
Atlantic that Lord Ilosebery lias beeti recommending lînperial Federation,
whie Mr. John Bright has been denounicing the theorv as chimlerical, and
the editor of thie Pali Mfail Gazette again has been dispiaying' perhaps even
more than his usual violence in advocating titis new schenîe.

At flrst sigbt tis is very puzzling to us-to tind thie more Conservative
statesmian iookiitg coldly uponl a proposai which seemns caiculated to pro-
mote the greatness of the Empire, whiie the advanced Radical is eager for
its adoption. But the mystery is dispelled wben we remem ber that in the
eyes of înany Imperial Fedoration is closeiy connlected with the now burn-
ing question of Honme Rtule. It is greatiy to be feared. that those ardent
Radicals whio seent so cager for the greatness of the Empire wold be very

Llukowarrn on titis subjcct if they were not stili moite eager for a scheîne
which to many seemns to threaten thle very destruction of the Empire. It
is very easy for an Amnerican or a Canadian to talk ini an airy lminer of the
reasoiiabiencss of Home Rule and t( advantages of federai govertnntent;
but the goverurnient of Englind lias been that of oite united kingdom ; and
extension of local goverinent, it xviii be diticult to convince sober students

cf ito ahd one sih andrtection,i ora teatnain ol on theoter
It is quite cler torhatlaes i the cdhoetk of omeca Uninra utternnltatv

formi or by whatever namne catied, must regard unfavourably any proposais
for Imperial Federation. lThe two things cannot go togctiter. It would be
strange to advocate with one breath. a systemn of commerce wii shouid
lead to union with a foreign State and discrimination agaiîtst the Mother
Country, anid a proposai to draw dloser together tlie Mother Country and
her dependencies. We peoples of Eîtgiislt race are proverbialiy illogical, but
we are flot quite s0 Wtind and so inconsilstent as to hlîod these two theories
in solution. We understand, then, lîow so considerable a portion of the
oratory, the other evening, slîonld be devoted to the denuniciation of Coin-
inerciai Union.

Oin one poiitt we would minae ouîr protest. It is (fuite legitimate to
point out the disadvantages of Commtercial UTnion. lt ils not unfair to
show that certain classes here and on the other side ntay desire it in their
own interest, while the coutîitry at large wouid be inj ured ;but it is neith.er
generous for wise, nor even loyal to, our tiobler British spirit, to rake up
ail the grierances which have existed between t1iis countrv and the United
States. Very prohably Jonathan lias been sharper thant John. But we
cannot go back into the past without exciting recrimuinations. The Ameni-
cans deciare Chat they have tîany compiaintsi to urge against our trvatmeîit
of them at varions periods of their past history. But of what use to revive
these grievances ?i Probably ot ineitiier side would they be repeated. At
any rate, we have no righit to biame the preseîtt generation for thle itiscon-
duct of their forefatiiers. And besides, in our judgment, there can bardly
be a greater offence titan to stir up strife between men of the samle blood
and language, living under Iaws and institutions aintost identicai, anîd
observing customs by whiclt they catt scarcely be distirigui8hed.

To return, it is quite apparenît that the maintainers of the union
between Great Britain and liter colonies are bound to seek for sonie ineans of
biîtding Clien more securely togetiter. Now witat ils the purposed Imperial
Federation i We are sorry that we cannot make out the clear ntieaning of
the words front anything or averythitîg which was said at the recent meet-
inîg. One thing, indeed, was proposed, wltich to miany xviii seemi reasion-
able and advantageous, but which luigh authorities declared to be impos-
sible. We refer, of course, to thte proposai of Commercial Union between
the Mother (Jouîtty and hier colonie8 witiî discrimiination against ail
countries external to the British EmîîFire.

Now, we are frnee to confess that this proposai bas great attractions for
us. It seems quite reasionabie in itself. Whien we look f urther into it, it.
semas as though it wouid work. Wie imagitne Chat mnost of the necessaries
or even the luxuries of life could be pi'ocured fron sonie part of the Britisît
Empire. We iiight have to go to (ierniany for our hock, to France for
our champagne and clanet, to Spain for our sherry, and to Portugal for
oun port ; but these imports are taxed at the present moment, and wito
knows but, that the Prohibitionists iitay, by the tinte we have conte to
Iutperiai Federation, have peîrsuaded Britons in ail parts Chat tlîey Calt
exist without these alcoltolic liquors i But, apart f rotn these atnd soilte other
commodities which muight weli be taxed, we could provide everything that we
want, and have free intercourse and exchange bewn lpatofliEm
pire. We repeat that this ens reasonable ; but then we are only Cana-
diansi, who as a people actually approve of protection, and how shouid we

presume to, set our judgment against Englisi Free Traders'
H-owever this inay bc, it seemis that there ils no immiediate prospect of

English statesmen of any school adopting partial free trade or partial pro-
tection in this or any other forai. They tell us tCtat it is ont of tlie ques-
tion, and titis answer comtes flot mereiy froin mon like Mn. John Bright,
front whom it might be expected, but froin Lord Salisbury and his
foilowers as welli; so Chat there does not seemt to be tmuch prospect of the
proposaI getting beyond the positioun cf a theory. Let us, then, assure the
advocatcs of Imperial Federation Chat we have great sympathy with themn.
If annexation to the States otr the independence of Canada ils to, be resisted,
it must be done by some sucli method as that which they are recom-
mending. When, however, we conne to details, we find that the one
portion of their seheme which we can understand is a proposai which no
statesmen in Engiand wili entertain.
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TORONTO.

QUEEN chty !Sister queen of ours,
On thv elear brow shine bright the crowil

Broad bî* thy sway and fair thy towers,
And, ltoîouned, keep thon evil 'lown.

Sublinieiy thy straiglitforward eyes
Are looking to the great ideals:

Lead oit, head on !be free, be wîse
And songe thon o'er with noble zeals.

Contest with us the race of Coo4i
(how imigitier, if Chou inayst, titan we:

In sistership and brotlterhood
L'There is no0 rooto for jeaiousy.

E1,xtend thy quays and htalls and bowers,
Antd long be sister-queen of ours !

W. D. LiGJIT1HALI.

MUIDLiAN]) SENITIMENT

AIR. WVILLIAMÎ -ARMSTRON(. is very anxious that a public, in danger of beilig
îttîsguidcd, sitouid have correct ntotions respeoting itis character, lus conduct,
lis cailiuig. lie writei to tlie rtew8papers that lie has not beeît guiity of
the larceny of whlîi lie was; accused ; andi as lie was found " not Luiity,"
we aie entirely wiiiing to believe hit. Ile flirther deciares Chat lie was
flot the executiotter who termiuîated the eartliy existence o? thte murderer
Neii, a fact in whiclt xve feel nto particula- interest, and witit respect to
xvhicm we siîouid thiîîk neitiier the better noer the worse of Mr. Armnstrong$

ihwere or wene not Chbat necessa-y officer of a riglîteous aw. A third
point which Mr. Armîstrong urges upon is Chat fle is a shoemaker ait,
Whitby, and hopes, hy tue, usulil efforts, to tzive entire satisfaction to bis
customneîs.

It is not with Mr. Arntstrong personally that we have to do, aitliough
we caninot help admiring is skiii in advertising. le may not quite have
conte up to tlic archetypai example o? those who seek to unite religion and
îtîorality with a shirewd (*ye to business, as it is iiiustrated, for examuple, by
the weli-knoxvn Englisît epitaphi

Beneatit this Stone, in imopels of zion,
Here lies the land lord of the Lion
His sot, keelm ini the busioness stili,

1Resig,îed unto thte leavetly ivilI.

Stili lie doces very weii ; and we wiii giv e him the advantage o? titis inser-
tion o? his îîdvertisemtent without charge.

But the inatter with whicb we are more deeply concenned ils one which
lias been forced upon the public eye ini a very painful and offe nsive mnait
lier; we refer to the ci rcu instai tces atteîîding the condemnation and execu-
tion o? the murderer Neil. Nothing couit hiave been niuch worse than a
good deal tChat was writtemi ani spoken in the intervai between that unfor-
turtate mani's sentence and deatît. _Nothing could have been more offensive
titan some o? the reports o? tile execution. Tisese reports constitute the
stbrongest possible neasoti for the exclusion of reporters front such scellesi
and we sincerely hiope tChat, before lontg, they may be exciuded, so that
our daily paper may lie upon our tables without the risk o? our eyl
encountering a repor~t o? the revolting details which some o? thent have
recetstly afforded us.

In reference to this case o? Neil's we wouid observe, in passing, that a
comtmutation of the sentence was entirely out o? the question, if capital pufll
îshment ils to be maintaitted at ail. We say nothing against those amiable
men who endeavoured to hiave the sentence commuted. They were evan'
grelists and îtîîssionaries rather than magistrates or jmîdges. The priest
who refuses to urge the iurderer to make public confession tells us that
the private confessional is the tribunal o? mercy and not of judgmeflt
aud benevoient Christiani men who are doing evangelistic work among th'
sinful and iniserable have in their minds continually the tltought of Mercy
rather than of *Justice. At the samne time, the plea put forward on behaîf
o? Neil wouid flot be entertaine<l by any milen who strove to do bis dutY
to the country whicit had appointed hini to, administer the law and not to
alter it or evade it. Capital puttislîntent for nîurder may be right or
wrong. By thte law o? titis country it is (leclared to be right, and it is a"t
initeresting fact that several countnies whicli hiad given it up have returned
to it agairi. If al murderer, then, is to be hianged, Neil was cieariy a mur-
derer, and one o? a very aggravated kind ; and therefore, it was, under otir
iaw, riglît that hie s4houit die.

But the foolish sentiînentaiity whiclt wouid have sacrificed the disdiP
line o? the prison, and made every wanden's life alnîost impossible to be
iived, showed itself in the popular outburst against the hangmian. Su'h
an office is certainly not one to be desined, or that most mien wou~ld, 0it
any terras, care to occupy. Stili it is necessary that some one should do
the work ; anîd we beclieve, if it were impossible to find any othen pers,'",
then it wouid lie the duty o? the Shenjiff to play the part of executionrier
Will the siliy people whio are ready to hoot the officer of the ]aw wish the
Sheriff to be occupied in sucli work; and wiii they desire that the wretched
victint himsei? shouit be exposed to unnecessary suffering from being Pt
to deatît by an unskiiful hand 1

And yet we read in the papers; that the hangman, or the supposed
hangman, was chased ant lîooted by the mob, because tbey did not
approve o? his having hired hiniself to give effect to the sentence Of the
law. , We pride ourselves on having ail our people educated. We have
no iower classes or anything of the kind. Certainiy there could be ver'Y
littie education o? a true kind ini the inob which threatened the hangalan'
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