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themn is accepted, w ould arrange ail minor details connected with their remnoval, capable of being cnetdit ao~:we h nin eur nw

respecting which 'Mr. Borland nukes enquiry, as lie iiighit find it best i their allowv tbemn to take filem, b)ut on1 the condition duit tbevy ssll not seil tbem. iu

rnterest. general we cit wood on the lands re,,erved for the Indians at tici,- dcm>viid

1 arn, Sir, Your Obedient Servant, t)n/r, eitlier te enlarge tbeir fields or to make new eues :anti if some'/imes 7c'c

Sind)E. A. haiý ciel ciii!, /1 5 rtS i/t oi co1s11/ti1n< t/arn, it svas on iUflo( ctil)ie(l or deserted lands."
(Sgfed)Depuity Munister of Finance. Again (lis page 36, in a letter dated 26th 1-ebruary, 1870, lie repeats, Il 'l'le

JonMcGirr, Esq., Indian Agent, (ka. P.Q. iSeminary bias alwavs allow cd thec Indians of the iLake to take firewsood in tbe
John ZDforest for tlheir own nlise. Tbey have also beein allowed. when asked for, to take

A,ý1 ~tiiter for building poirp)oses." Agaii n lich " H-istorical Notice" cf the ques-

ANSWER OF lTHE CtIV. I I-r AU tANCE T>) 'l'HE A0 > \MENT. tion 1)tillisbhed in 187(s untier file naines of the lîresent Cure (of O)ka aimd the

MON fR1 u 23rd April, IS7S advocate of file Seminarv, ptages 17 and 26, tbe admissions are mnade :'I Eaeh

DEA SI,-A th leal efece f fle ka ndinsandfli setlenen ofhead of a family of these tribes of Incians bias biad permission to take in tile

DEAR ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~, SIA telgl eeceo b (k n ice avte seten tn o îniie of the Seininarv ail the woocl necessary for building and heatin-

the questions between tbemu and the Seminary of St.Sulicebav ben tan

féred romfli ,\ethdis Chrchto licCivl Rglis Al certsie lttrtois If these statements scere at ail correct, one of flic iost serions frriev-

the Departmrent of the Interior of the 23 rd tilt.. respecting certain posance of flic Indians coLild or Nvould have hiad no existence. But they are

made by tlic Semninarv of st. Sulpice had te be submlitted te the council. ""le 1directly contradicted by flie plain facts tbat lu every instance wbere fihe Indians

Civil Righits Alliance is composeci of ail] political and ceii> hies rssid ave ýciîeîuted te eut woocl for these lmrposes, tbie Seminarv biasivaill

te secure the civil and religfions rigbits of an3 creed oclsad >1013CauItse!d tbecir arrest and ltîosectiin since they bave seeni fit te change their
te I interfere betwveen the Goverrument and tlie tudianis." as e:isae htpriso idt eakdfo h oet

teofthe Minister of the icreed. It biasaIeIensadtbtlemiobaiebeskdfo tefost

'l'le Council of tbec Alliance regrets that flice leteofol- 11 keepers ; but it is a fact, k-nown te residents cf' tbec Seigniories, that these foi-est-

Interior is a plea lu defence of the Seiflinary, conîaîIg iot of kes2pers were solelv apîpoliited for the purpcsc of kecping flie French popula-

threat as tc the remeval of the agent placed in Oka. but a furtiser retracîtn i lion althie rear cf fice domaine front cutting wood. 'Fhiey neyer' interfered

concessions proffered by the Goverrument. Ib \lac as pcpl îo r v itb the Indians unitîl w-îtlsn the last eighit or ten )-cars, b)ut frequently arrested

religiotîs animuls. It simply seeks te secuire certain riglbîs for a epet slenFrencli residenîs for trespass and cutting lvood. It is aIse wholly incorrect
thee rgbt wee gven an wbcb igbs ere recogntizedl fo>r ü er a cenittir3y hat sic th-ni have changed their creed ilbcy have bcen allosved te ett

the very corporation which nosv ais te reject theet. 'l'le fil.,toi ss-ýee ood. 'l'ie residence of tlie Mcîbodist Mlissionar y, onvied by an1 Indian, had

the Oka Indians and the Serniayc t tlieaentiee(IetOS te be rei)aired svitb luiser botit by prisate gentlemsen ; mnany bouses are

tillent, but cf mernentetis fact and inalienable legal dlaims. It îsuyv haVe hap)- 1 adl3- lu wsant of repair, and the semiinary syll net let tlic people cut wsood for
cadvisers. \oltintarv and even oticiai, ssbo bave t)i ossbv alnae n udesc h

pened, that ilic the ultitude oa hsprseouslivfleninto dccav from ae n udeso h

persistently urged the G;overument te tIc justice beteis tbese claiinits. thatt lndiamus and tlbeir familles biave been ONligted'te leave Oka for want cf bouse

sortie cenflicting opinions have ebtained, as to flie real dlaimis and deniands cf and bonte, and are nlov residents lu varicus parts cf Quebec and Ontario.

the Indians. Ses eral fainilies are t ruwded into sinaîl dwellings for n ant cf sufficient biouses.

It dees net appear that Il tlie best possible legal advice" takenl 1)3 (;over- 'ibe uccssary firewood bias only Iseen clstaied by l)trciluse, and isy using

rnept, has been directed te tbe real quiestionl at isStîc, îîsasîssuch as fie letter et decayeti stuips folnnd on tlic lands or caned frontm across the L ake. 'Ibese

tlie Minister of the Interior declares that tbis legali .advice -- lias uîsiforinîy beens inatters are liere enlarged upyon to show tlic D epartinent cf flic Interior, tliat the

tbat tbe Indians hlave ne legal title te file soil. that ibe Gentlemn et tlic Seiîi- stateients mnade ltv tIse Rev. Mr. Balle are utterly disproved 1>3 Ihets -and ta

nary are net trustees for tlic Indilans. itut alisolute Itrelrictors tof flice landl. and in iî( instance bla\- cftie Protestant Indians cf Oka enjoved the aucient privi-
that ne suit against tlie Semninary to oain/ possiionl of theC proper1y -"'Y thi leges, wbicls have been contiuîiied uninterruptedly to the fcsy tudians on the

Inia-(cul b sct sfu. Emnineut legal gentlemen have gis-en the c1inmois Sei

that tbe tities under n-bicb the Semnirv dlain aut alsolute osvnersbiît cf tlic 'l ie sAboiaice Ran Xtbulivcts(ontcnie la fl oen tla

Seignories, destroy instead cf estabiisbirig thecir dlamsi that tbe ordiu.înce of tbe ieAlac niisavctsd e osdrta h oennn a

SpcalCuni c 4o erely conflrmced flic orig1inal grants witb tile Saut auy sncbi relations wsith the t kas as witb other Indian blauds. 'l'ie Seîninary cf
SpecialI Corii Oý14, ý1, ýeg eueptfi egoisst. Supc votaril3- assunied thc saie direct lrusteesbi1 s cf these Indians

obligations ; that the -\ct abI Ilbi th " Sieigoi I aeunr tht tbeds eimiiî fries Goeiiin ii% tiijîite volunohe n bns
under the coismeis lasw. as it did tbe ScigisorV cf' S>ault St. L> rnis. the abl olition idielns sbc b o rmnii1(WO'p tosad otherdanbus

iasrsetvlwo-hll ceý 1ý l'roof cf this isaipparent froint flie statemlents lu the letter cf tbc Niusister of the

Cen for tbe lodian reseti el3l ssisoor sîsanh retr dis ne t.n muliet tein iuss-sii ofteGvrinn -

lieu cf cens et ,-e1,teç, aîsd tise iisdeiîitv for tIse (sI 1 IiU lS ci /a t, 'tw, or histfliec t tika ina s iand tund iftse ltD eSSiioftistn lae no enîs belean ogcisg

the interest cf tise Capital set a1prt for- "chs isdeissisisy. 'I i6tls section te tse Ok iiaiss 'e lans tfsor the I eard tet bae iso sas fe amorithasiîsg

of the ordinance in qiie.sti5il (1 'li51 4 'iCt., capl. -,0, n10' cal. 4 2 Of ti he flr Seny otîer !nsfrtseUabuotirtassnba ieanon i
Coîssolidated, Statutes cf I.osser Cansada), preserves tbe rigisîs osf tise Indiaiss. >''ie Okaisr3'."ecla eilpsto b ofut fterow.''i

llNt isi tisis Act or in tise ci-dinaisce afttresîaid coîstairied, shahl e\îeîsd eiTiekaocpyae-lareglosto1)'sofîtftserov. is

o eting diiilanrt fet fi ilt n rvlgs Seitnry petitioîsed tise King cf Fraince is 1717 foi- tIse Seignitîry of tise Lake
te esro, dnînibor lu any nsiuîe te afet iergss irsies s a Mission tw these Inîdians," pîmsiîsy expressiisg tlie desire te secure ît toi-

cf tise Crown, or <o1 arn' fersMi Or Pi7'iS, s<(Itet3., or ccrîîtrate Lîcdx- exi- 1

tisis ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ( S-t ais tieIl odiasc i tise advaistage cf tlic lîdiaîs Missions, isot cîsly becatise of tise conversion Of
ceptiisg stit-I oniy as thsAtadfl adodnne\ltressiy ai eiaM~y the Iisdians, %v-io being fîîrtlser fros tie city w'ouiîd also be bevoisd tise d-sngcer

d ,st duissîsîilies or affects."t1uiest.O, Sefssin;iri-. aîsd isrds, but aiso to tIse coloisy, ss-lsk- is tîsis Nv'av sveid. be ptro-
Vet~ ~ ~ ~~~~o tiibsie ieIrsiiietweeis tise < )kas anîd theise nr a fiecîsid dt

ne tis eie s i tee> otcal 'eîresseti to tue G overiuei5t hv tlils liactected frons tie inscursions of the Iroqtuîois is tinise cf n'ari." ht issuîst be remnses-
nosuhdetr ui, bei ffcily \fie istlltono bereti that is-isc Englanst ttîok posýsessicis cf tîsis counstry, tisis bansd cf Iîsdians

as te dspoSestc cftIse gIsctîditiai of' tise Seinsiisry. anditieissaîtinc
tslnassas ahlislo soltite) O tf' ritoS if scein cvitlct ilsat tlie legai advice were. tise ntier tIse gtiardiansil.s ansd sîsecial care cf tise Seîsiisary cf St.
tae ndasa bo ieporers Suilpice, on tlic e-ry seigisiory wisere tîiev stili rensalin aiid tîsat frei tîsat period

W ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~a ae-essnel ls.s iscs îrellt isIsu sul5vl s ofieat tili tise coirmations of tise Seisiary 'i itie is 1, il, tise Isigsest legai opiis
crne IikeIy te prejtitice public opîiion ag ii"t tise isteress aniraJ-uistfiseîd that tise estates cf tise Seusinary %vcre beîusg lseîd iîlegaîîy, isaving becoisse

ttheies ar ies t.IlstieSisiaytfS.Stit- by tlie capitulation tise preperty cf tise Crosvî. it sî'us ne fault tof tise Iisdians
The SimPleif tbey svere placedl by old legisiation ius tîsis pectîliar position, ansd Ieft 1», tIse

obligations te fuilfil tosvards tbe indiaîîs P 2151. \Vis.s are tilese obîligatitns? -riàc f14 nîe h rsesi)isedo xliievGvri

Tr.ýise Milescrc t;%,isieiteor il corsercie ti e 1>-gaiirt adlsit emve ?)3 mient coistr>. Ili fact, tise Crossis is direetly responisibîe for tsis pectiliar

bi earneit sepreseu is iss iciter cf tise 231(d tilt.. IMSa nu0 ltearing uit ail rel-sti .osia tdisaibtwed the .\ct cf 1,S37-38, l>y sîicîs tise Semsiisary trieti te
upos tese tetiias ae. tiaIsubc ieagîsitcsîie i u etr get rid cf tiseir obligationîs te tue lisdians, ansd pult tîseir care tiptui the Crownî.

upo thsequetio 'S 'andtht 'it'l'ie plalis reason tiserefore svhy tlisc Goversîssemt lisas ne fuîsd bektngiusg te
therefore, fails te nîdet tlic reai issuîe.

Tise Alliance recegrnizes tise faCt tisat the A\ct tof Y84o cofirised certain tise Okas is tisat tise Seiisary cf St. Stîlsice hled and have alwavs beId this ftind

dlaims of tise Semnsary. It dees isot, bewvever, recegnize ativ revocation cf the lu trust ; have beild the positin toîvards tlie Itsdians for over twO lstndred years,
obigtinsunesd îtîstu Siiiiar b tseCO5tSI >5 cfteongc îe lsuîsdred and sixty of wiie hve been ini ()k,. 'lie Goversîueîst occupy-

France. It rather sees tiserelîs an expiiiiit consfirmations of tîsose obligationss. a cet relto oad ieCniuiaa t ei a i Se mdan oafSt.

To satisfy tise Minister cf tise Interier tbmut tîsis positieon i-t tensable aîsd juîst, it whichi gives it tise exclusive coîstrol cf tisese Ijîdiaus fXsnds. Ts esîayc t

would fix bis atteinticîn ,poil a fesi Uîîdeisiabie facts. u st. 'l'ie Act cf 83 7-38, Suipice, by the original deeds cf concessions ansd tise ordiusance cf 1840, Occupy

wbich souglut te ceisfirîss the .Seiiary as absoltîte ewîsers %vith ne obligationss te a sîîniiar relation towards tisese Okas. wviiclisas givei it the exclusive coîstrol

the Iusdians, was 'disallesved by tise Creivis. 2nd. ''ie Act cf i1840 NVas oîs1Y cf tise feinds beioîsgiîsg te the ()kas.

alîoNved by thse Croisn becatîse it coisîained tise very obligations towards the Tise Seiiinary isaintalîs tisat tise Okas ]lave ne legal riglits is Oka ; tisat

Indians and others wbich tise disaliewed Act Nvas nsade te evade. 3 rd. Until they are a tolerated people. Governneîst seeîns te conflrm this viesv. Now ifý

wutbîn the hast forty years or tisereabetits, tise gentlemns cf tise Seminary faith- the Okas have ne legal rights lu the Seignory there, clearîy tlsey have ne riqhts

fuiiy ftulfilied the obligations this Alliansce ison seeks te have continuued, te w'it: anywhere else. TIhus they are placed ini ais inferior and anonrialeus position,

Erecting bouse and home for the people, or at ieast permittîîîg tbemn te erect wh'ich ne other. band cf Iîsdians occupy. If the ordinance cf 1 840 was mieaist te

hotuse and homne for tisenseis'es syitis timber frein tise seigîsories ; prosecutîng in alienate the Indians riglits, it was a wreng and ais injustice whichs no Goverflmeiit

the namne of and as the guardians cf tise Indiauss, trespassers wîho cut svood on bad or bas a legai power te perpetrate, ausd fer svbich Goverisment must be beld

the lands; permittiusg the people te cnt wh'at wood they require for fuel or responsible. Nothing is clearer, however, fromn the original deeds cf concession,

buildin pupss.swl sfrts smsaîl industries upon svbich much cf their as well as from tise petitioîss presented te the French King by the Sensinary,
existence depends ; previding meauis for moral ansd religlous instruction, and tha> that these Indians ivere specially chosen for special instruction and care,

actin ,as weil as a special defence cf the Island cf Montreal fromn Iroquois insvasionss.
acig un every sense as Truistees.

Attention is requested te the admsionls cf the Rev. T. A. Balle, Superior The letter cf the Minister of the Interior declares that the Goverusment "lbas ne.

Of the Seminary, in bis letter of tIse t2th October, 1868 (Parliamlentary Return, funds beionging te the Oka Indians,» and has ne mearis cf purcbasing land for

Third Session, First Parliamrent, 33 Vict., 1870, page 13), in which he says, them. Supposing new, as the letter cf the Departirielit intîmates, that in the
"4We allow themn te take what wood tbey require for building purposes or for event cf the refusai cf the Okas te accept a money inducenient frem the Serni-

fireW'Ood, but we do flot allow tbemn te selli t." Aise te bis reiteratien cf tlhis nary to leave the Seignery, and they are ultiitely fcrced te do se b>' the saine

statenlent on page 23, saine Return. " if the>' want any firewood or tiniber for circufli5tafloS cf annayance and restrictionl which have forced hundreds of

building Ptilposes, we aile-w them te bave it." " We bave but a few pines others te leave, and then there is -"ne fund forthcoming," does tbe Department


