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inférences bc draxn-the liundrcd mecetings bielcl on Monday and thc
hosts that: flocked to them, gave no pronouncemient upon the value of
theisrn or the rcspectability of atheism, but they spoke upon a simple
question of rig-hts. Thecy said :whicli cornes first, the popular electioii
or the oath ? Andi the ansxver xvas, the popular clection-that mlust
hold, and the Ibusc must itscif find a way to geLt ove r any otlicr
difficulty. of course, the people conte first. If tlîey wishf to cstablish
and endow a church and eall iL national, they do it - at thieir pleasure
they eau undo il' ail again ; if a constituency chiooses to eleet a mnan
to oppose and endeavour to overciturii the preserit constitution they
are free to do it. The electors have flot been rcquired to take ant oatli,
and tuntil that is irnposed uipon thcmn it i, easýy to see that: Bradlaughs
may get into parliament.

Insteacl of this ignoble yieldinig so as to aiiow ]3radiaugiî to
affirm, it wouid have bo--n greatly better auid more digiified to have
aboiished the oath aitogether. Thiere is a tendeney everyxvhere to
divorce polities frorn reli gioni. The state aiid church idea was good
xvhen it wvas lbeid that goveriiment was iii sontie sort uncier, andi
representative of the divine \viii, for then an oath xvas a recognition
that hicavcîî had reveaied iaws for earth-but nio\ ail that is changed,
anci only a fexv olci fashioned people eaui be got to believe iu auything
but the divine and eternai right of inajorities. The memnber of
parliamient uncicrstands that lie represenuts the nîiijority of bis Coni-
stituents, anîd lias to %vork iii the interest; of blis party, xvbich foii the
centre anti circunifèrence of bis obligation, andi an oath canuot shift
the one nor eitlarge the otlîcr.

.Aîd for the inattcr of that--of what vaine is an affirmation?
Mr. Bradianghi simipiy decliiues to bindt imiiseif to don certaini thîngs andi
support certain inistitutions in the naine of God, but lie is vwiiiincl" to

affirni " that lie xviii do those things. But lie enters tue ilouse
intcnding to oppose those thînigs w'îti all the iiiît of lus in-fluenice.
So that the affirmation is j uSt as m1uchI a " soIlemu inîockery "anti a lie
as-the oath w'ould have been, and as it is evident that neither oath nlor
affirmation can be mnade to assume the form of a practical moral obli-
gation. The only truc andi practical inethod of dcaling xvithi the case i
to aboiish both, and let it be understood tiiat the M.P. represenits bis
constituen cy.

As it noxv stands, or wiil stand when Mr. Gladstone bas succeedecl
in persuading his Cabinet and the Liberal party not. to play into the
hands of thc Conservatives iri this miserable Bradiaugbi business, the
Atheist is perinitted to assume a position for personal integrity infi-
nitely superior to tliat of the ordinary Christian. lie niust put bimi-
self tînder an oath! 1-le must swear in the One Naine xvbieh fills
Heaven and earth that lie wiii keep bis xvord and do bis cluty ; anti in
some uiidefinced but reai way it is iiîtended to eonvey to bis minci that:
the violation of bis xvord xviii impose upon imii somne terrible punisbi-
ment on the part of Hlin whose namie bias been lightly treated; xvhile
it is assumned that the Atheist is in no ueed of such obligation and help
to çiake bim speak trnth and do righit, bis oxvn moral sense bicig a
sufficient ,,uarait ee. Tbis is a differeuce xvith a most obvions distince-
tion.' Wbat an edifying sight! Mr. Gladstone appeaiug to Ileaven
for help, and promising in the name of Hum who bolds bis destiny fl
His bauds bo do bis duty, and Bradlauglb-friend and compantion of
Mrs. Besant-mnerciy giving bis wvord. it is too ridieulous.

If I were a member of the B3ritish House of Comminos wbien
Bradlaugb takes b is seat upon a simple affirmation, 1 should demaud
to be allowed(. to 4 vitliclra\v iny oatb and inake anl affirmation, in likze
mnanîîiei-for I would nlot acquiesee, even taeitly, in the assumrption
that the bare word of anl Atheist is more binding than the bare xvord
of a Christian. I xvould not go through anl act xvhicbi is a positive
deciaration that uîy personiaiity is lcss lu tbc matter of morais than
that of any of the Bradlaughl kiud.

The sýaie reasoning hoids in the matter of taking the oath, or
affirming, lu a Court of Justice. If it bas been legally decided that
an Atheist can give evidence witbout taking the customary oath, then

it is the right of every nman to refuse to take an oatx andI demand
that bis eviclence be accepted lu poil the grouncl of blis owin sense of
truthfnlness. Suirely it is an antomaly and absurd upon the face of
it to say to a man : Yoni believe iii God, that 1le lias laid moral
obligation upon you to speak the truth ,you beiieve tliat Ile eau and
xviii punishi iii this xvorld or iii the world to corne, a violation of tbe
Iaiv of truth if you sxvear in Jus namne to observe it-w \Vc e(dîtiir ýthe
truth, the wbhoie truth, anti notbing but the truthi therefore swvear
by the saered linme of God that yoîî give a recital of facts ili fumllezs
and iii truth as youi fear bell and hope for heaveii :-iid to aniother:
You do not believe that thei'e is a supreinie Beingp wlîu1 basi laid itL upon
mari as anobiation to speak the truiti and su lroinote r~îcîsîs
-von bave no fear of pîinisliment or hope of rcward to influence
you-but \vc require the trUth froîn yot-- declare that yoi xviii speak
the truth auid wc siîail trust you andl exeenCLte j ulnt Iil)Oi your
evicncce. It is higli tinie that Christians shonid assert the vaine of
Christian nîanhood as agains.,t atlieistie inanhood-and for one 1 in
tictcrmined that if evcr 1 blave to give evidence iii a Court of justice
1 shall enquire if the Iaxv permits aly mnan to affirmi anti îlot sxvcar ? if
it docs I shall iiot take the oatb, but give iny simple bond.

Ail Europe is to be congrattilated on the f'aet tliat '!urkey ha,
annoned lier intention to re.sist the ternis of tbe lierlii Colifèretice,
at any rate so far as the cession of territory to Greece gues, atid the
xvork of ilîterit rcform. This ins the destruction of Turkcy iii
Europe, for at last the Powcrs are agreed together, ant ihave anioouuced
thecir intention of baving thc ternis of the Conférence carried ont. It
is liardiY likcily that the Turks xviil at once take up auis to tlefcnd
tlicir tcrritory andI their political andI moral vices, but tlbey xviii try again
thec oid poiicy of postpotneet and nonl possumu/s. Tt wili flot avail.
Thîis lime Englanti anti Rtîssia are iii harmony-as tiicy should bave
been Jlng ago-anti Turkey xviii bc eoînpcilcd to respect the voice of
the Conference, anti reforni or die-about the saine thing, so far as;
Europe is conicerniet, aîîd probably rcgarded as abouit cqtîal penialties
by tbe vice-ioving Turk.

Sir Bartde Frere is a tiioru in Mr. Gladstornc's side. As a matter
of persomial friendsbip, and under a plea that it \vas neccessary to
continue imi at bis post until the South Afnican Confederation is
conipleted, be xvas maintainied in office notwithstanding the strongly
expresscd opinion of the majority of tue Liberais tiîat lie sbould be
recalied. 0f course, Mr. Gladstone boped that Sir Bartie ivouid rescue
bini froin the axvkward position by tendering bis resignation, or justify
the step by some achievement in diploinacy; but lie bias doue neither
the one nor tbe other. He appears to be utterly incapable of under-
standing the deiicacy of bis position, and xviii not make even tue
sliitest effort to relieve bis friends frorn the difficulty, and it muîst be
by this timie apparent to Mr. Gladstone that the services of the unctuous,
whining, blundering Sir Bartie Frere must be dispensed with.

The Jesuits bave been expelled frorn France, but it is by no means
certain that the Goverumient bas carried witb it in this matter the
sympathies of a majority of the people. Great excitement: prevailed in
many of the principalitoxvns on Wediiesday and Tbursday, and the
banislied ecciesiastics bav'e been encouraged to bear themselves as
martyrs. Tue Governiment bias adopted a rougli and ready method
of dealing xvith a nuisance, but whether it is the most effecttîai is stili
open to question.

The Romniî Cathoiic hierarcby is again in bot water witb
Beigiumn, and xviii find bier a much more determineci oppontent than
France. Iu the Londonî Times, of June 28, I read the foiioxing :-
IlDiplomatie relations bave beeni finally broken off between Brussels
and tue Vatican. Early in June a notification of recail of the Beigian
Legation xvas sent to the Pope, and ail efforts to obtain a postponc-
ment of the measure bave been unsuccessful." Furtber, a Brusseis
despatch says that the Bishop of Tournay, who is now in compiete
disagreemnent vitb the Papal See, bias been the chief agent in causing
tbe rupture, by communicating despatches proving the duplicity of the
Vatican. EDIT'ol,


