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in short, they would cornprehend the Astionorny, Geo-

graphy, and Geology of the ancient Hebrews, net in order
te adopt their opinions - the time for this is long past -

but te contrast these with our present knowledge. - ead-

ers of this class are careful to, gain such information re-
specting ill these points as will enable them. to enter inte
the thoughits and situa.tions both of those who wrote and
of tPose who first read the saered narratives, so that they
rnay tra:usport themuselves, in imnagination, to the spot,
aud back to the age iii which ail occuxred. At the same
time thcy uise ail the information obtained since then, in
order to judge the opinions of the varions writers, and to
ascertain the reality, of thec f'aets recorde-,d. Thieir wvhole
interest in the Bible is a scientific oee to gain informa
tion, and te, construct or resolve theories: tiiey desire to,
kaow the -%vhole mneaning of each writer, in order aSter-
wards to ascertain the truth.

3. There is a third elass, differin g widely frein bolli the
foregoing, who constitute the majority of the religiously
Christian world. They care littie for the letter of Scrip-
tuée, and do not exaimine into its correspondence with
actuatl facts ; ner yet inte the opinions, manners and habits
of the people cencerning whomn the writin gs treat, and
fri ivhoi they proceed. It is solely to cultivate their
rcligious affections, and to impart religions hopes and con-
solations, that they employ the sacred narrative. ]It is, ini

one word, for edijication that they read, aiid every con-
strucetion of words which wvill inecase this power of the
sacred book ever their ininds is eagerly embraced or in-
vented by themi; whilst every interpretatien which tends
te briug down their soaring thoughts, or, as they would
think, te naturalize or materialize a work, every page of


