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UV. RIOBERT BURINS, D. D.
I>0rofessorofChiurclî flistoryaazdOltrisian
IL'Ividenff, sKnox, 3 cl1ege, 7'orontoc. IF

1's' is a lont, way to travel, baok to flic
origi&-of' a ife tia bias uîow reched the
iîoturity of ovecr tlircescore years and
teit, a period -whili eovers se large a por-
tion of' the short iistry of'this Province.
The contrast betweeii the littie infant
welcoied ta the quiet hione in Borrows-
towniîess, and the venerable professor,
wvhose portrait we tlîiq week present ta
oîîr rendor's, is strango and striking.

Mi'. Johi l» li c h fitther of' Dr.
Barils, wis ;îii olicer of' liq Majesty'.q

Cîsunmand ' a fine speciinîci of tiiat
sobeî', solid, fervent and truîy patriarcial
jiiety ini wilî the Scott i si lit i on am, i
Soottish lirei aie liniipily so ichl.
'liiilimîaractci' flîns dcmcrihîed lins net vet.j
beeîie ruerely hiîstoricni. b[ay tlic sur'is

of silei sires, %vliitier iii Seotlind or
sc'titertîd a.s timey are ait oier flie wor'id,
liold. fast ta the gr'ave wisdoin, the sturdy
virtite and file. Ieroie fltith iohcl distîniguishied a past generation. Mtr. B3urris
iras bornie fii the -ravec by bis eiglit sous
ttheli ripe ie ai' cighîty-six.

Dr. Itoer t Burns wus barri ut Bor--
t'ewstcw'nneüss, Li ilitligowsliire, Seotiand,

ini Febriîai'y, 1-789. He was elle cf eighit
sons. tlirce <.f' wliom)it besides hiruscl
be'aiiicl p-iociiu i nîiiîiste's o? t-ho Cli îireli
of Scotlaiid, vi?.: tlie Rev. J.uies Purns
of Rrechîii, file 11ev. wVIiiiii Barils of
Kilsytli..aiid te 11ev. Dr. Gerlrge, Ihrrns,,
oif o'tirlii. CO*niiectleýl with the

Unui [ly atre iiigli a seoi-e <if ti iisters,
aîîîcîîg whi u iiny bo 11îili ieu the eli-
(JUelt Dir. Gu fi ina. cf' 1d hî i'i itii- i
ried tai tie felîlîsi- daîi-ghter ? t'lie, lite-
Mr. Bnriis of BIcljin, I.Sltîy Buirns,

snecesorMi tii Mr'. McCleiitn, of' q-
1Peter's, I)îîde?' WilLiaii CJ. Bill-ils, i.1
sienau'y te China, t1iii Weil lkriowuî in
Carnia, botil aîîmplimys ot' 1)î. Bua'iii, and
ilis son. Robert F. Burmig, tfîcaiiableamnci
excellent ininister of St. Catlîcrines, C.W.

Dr. B3urns studied at ]?dinbuî'-gli, and
was ordaincd iiiiitmter of' thte Laigh

Iiik >îly, foriiierly i lie parisui et'the
celcbrated Dbr. W'itiîerspoon, iii July
1811. 1le a'einained paster there foi'
nearly tiiîrt.y-f'ourycaa's, till «March) 1845,
wleiî lie rcrnoved withi his faîuily to

Canadà. le a'eceived the degre of
.. , froitbeli University of Glasgow,

ivas F.-I.3,. S. E., and n nîinher o? tlie
Anfiquarian and othier secicties. Whilc,

labcrng dilîncntlyas a paroeiirl Ininistcr,
lie ideîîtificd liinself with ail flie publie
qjuestionls wvhicii tigitated Imim cliui'ch and
country. Withi ali unîvearýyiîîg, influstry
lie gave luîei of Ilus timie to autllii'hîip.

Ainong bis ,vorlçs uimiy be ineoitioned ait
ciabortate volume oit flie S(vottisk >ce
Lîcivs, a woi'k oii the U'Pî7-I1cr'osî1, a
volume on a>u'dt«,m Lif'o/' Pî'-o,fi'oeo
.lcGill I)'6ilalsguii', id a fiusf, ofmuîliaileî'
vollîîtics mmnd pi iphle1)ts. Il edited

-li'rdî'ii',s Chuî'<:k IJistoi-q, iii flur flai-ge
volumes, and coliaeted the M.S.S. cf

Wodrow and other oid divines, sotte of
iwhich were publishied in connexion with
the Wodrow Socety. Rie was also for'
nmuny years Secretary of the Glasgow
Colonial Society, wiceh liad mueli to do
witit th planting of 'Presbvteriatuisiii iii

Canada. Brief ils this skèeh i,4, it w'ill
indicate n1 iif' of' more thii tîsual uetivit'y,
eticrgy and sueceaïs, boti as a pastor aîîd
as «t mars ot' leLteris, ext.eudiug, ovel a
pcriod of' miore tha il :i il ilartor of' a cn
tury.

Kûox's Chtureli, Torconto, whichs lie ae-
cepted, and whithier lié reiincvcd in 1845.

Immendiately affor hais arriva ie howIs
elected MÏldrator of the Synod cf t-le
Presbyterian Circlî cf Cannda. Ife
reilnailicd pastel- of' Ktaox's Chiui'ei tili
Julie, 1856, -'Viicil lie uns appointed te

th flchaîtir iii Iom1x's 0CLge, whiclî lie
sf111 tilLs. At flie nîiectiiig cf' thic Syiod
of the CoidinTresbyterian Chui'chî,
ini June lilie wms mgi elccted to flhe
office of i' Mcli<mtoi', w'iich, Iiowever, Ile
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Early in the yeai' 1S44, the late Yomi- I dlechiîed cii flie groli e' llus Ilemîltl anid
crablo Principal Cuininglîais anai Dr. advtiiiccd yezir.s.
Burns were deptited by the Froc Cîmureli 'Pimeugli Di'. Burnos wituîîal sti'eigth is
of' Scotiand fa visit thlic Cui-ecs ini hle ia cîcha inpaîred, l(e ,till retmîmns
[luited St'ates uidamalmi. Tiiese dole- gravgmbotii ol'bnmly ini iiiiii4. TIC lias
gaLes i-eceivd i 41 u<los Iiarty Wckuleî t.iieimlemd shîaî'e ini the îîîmssiomimîîy
ft'ii the Aiulenieai li aieis niii the efforits or t'e fl 1ic l i m- iii calw(ladi, aiilima
puhlislied letters eof tilt- Imte DisJ . beemi ofsmî'î l Iiiiiisetl' iii Iis kimbois
Alexanderî ot' Newî Yor'k, mbuiidanfty tînonig t me ehiurclics. lie i i'cnrkaille
testify te flic de'p înî'sh n imde by 1tii flic exreiît cf' his geiiei';l imnoîthîlge
thict' senionis mkioiIl i'mossu'5. Vri. B n iis j miii < for' tlie emse and i ienimy %vi Li wltii cli
visîîed Caiiaila, li.,v i ng. Piilii ) C <ii- liC Cliili iili c it. i int. ut imat tiie
niinghiaîii ils t lic Ufnited St nîtes ; tits led crime i îî oh' i li f'ci'n>ho te ieigy ami d
tu bis 'afurw'arde r'ecuiviig, a call frumu - aetivity iîimî bu valiuî anud pltîcefl.lý ais.

careri.

TE, LIFE OF~ MAN.

Soute havwe un othier business ie the~
world bat to ho beru th:t thiey iiiay bc
able to die.; othcers' foait 111 anod dowik
twe or threc tiîrîis, anid suddenly dissap'
peur, anc1d give their place te tothers ; aud
thL'y tb:ît live uponi the face of' the v.aters
arc iii perpettual motion, restlcss and un-
easy, and Iîeing crushied with the greet
droep of a clorid, sink, into flatncess and a

fio -teChange iotbeîng greati.bi;
lia idIly îss i t siliîiIdI i ore thi-1
illt i îî wili je i r was b;'fl e: etiiors ride

iîîîg'î i:î thu .sioi it iliîy lie mil
5C'.i'i yî.r < :îy lin expired, .1t)(

uplpmi tleir licads, and1 t.lîy flill uit t1m
llads)îeiow, juito tike col-ci' f' death lanti

d;îrkiîe.ss or'lît g'a' te bide thecii. But
if' tue btibblc stautls tliesiioc(k of a bi .cî
drop, aliti outhives tl' Chances of' a oiiild
ot'a careless'nui'so, of dr.îwniing iii al pâilI
of, watei', or of' bc'iug overlaid hýy sleecpy
hervant, or suelà lttle accidents, tii eîii

ycîig î aluieps I i ke a elibblec ty
aiid -,-ey, aiid siinos like a (love's neck,
or the iîîî;î'' ot a r'uinbow, wiîiclî liîtli
no sttbstai îî;, and wlinse ver,'iii ie'

anid 'Celer' are f;î n tus bt jel ; a;1î1(i si) lie
oamc nt thme gliiety ni' Iisi youtl andi'

is aIl tilt' %viie lit ai. s(tuim, alid cîîdmîî'es,
()Isly bcucise lim i ilof. knlio)k"d( 0i> fini
head ).)Y a dro p oif bi-grcr ru ià, or cruslilud
by t le mse (iil, 1' mil orif i ni icstetl

h iic r quceîlced [<y Ilie diselirder orati
ill)jtl!I.i Ilitiiourî ; aiilil escra îiimîui
:Iiive iii lie iiiidst or' se: iiuaiiy chanees
ai it lo*stifi ties i. is g rcik t iliiritelo ns to
('rai, t. lîi - t. în''sorvc Iliii fr'ili rush-

ilî- ilitfi niitliîîc, andîî uttt te da' Iluni
upî fliu iiîtliigt w'ere vjeîlily the isst'-

ofau Mlieh git-y-Pilwer. -Andmî tliihie
tikt la'i e Ilîli utr tilt wîîî liav.endiii
wlio ý,hîa1 [<est fit mmî'sconîdition wîtl
worils sîiîv î~his wnîit-y «sud short

flie acclis a i>i a tle the sniait-
est, te wvCakest piec of as siîort-liveuî
linisteady piant. I.indar onlis Ilima te
clrecùiî qf a sfdî.Aiotior, flicdres
'f' the slîcrdou utf snioke. But Jamles
spoke by a more excellent spirit, sayiiig,
Our life is buit a vapeur, viz. dmawn froîîî
the carth by 'a celestial iniflueiico--made(l(
of sieke, or- the ligliter parts of water,
tossed witi every oiviiid, îIiovcd by the
mîotion of a superior body, w'ithout virtue
inii itscîf, lifted up oit iigh, or toIt, beîow,
t ceordiiin, as if iea, tlmc situ, ifs Ioster-
bîtthur. Bot it i lighiter yet, if, i but

-f/pu i'<iq-i fCi i astie V.mîpuîîrllu miii tpiu-

<tilîli, iloietliug real; i f is nos iif iliueh as.
a iIiýsf, uln n jiiiaer of' a s!iower, sonl
stîbstamittiali ciioitiI likakoZi a Cloud ; fin>'

îi'lich 1.yi iii coiit hiave n word thiat eaul
sigii t* v'-er iiot.iiig. Mil i4 0VO l

bo unfixed , so cîii i a emiomki uie, tit
liecauount Il.i fiast in thie scelle of' 11iincy;


