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REV. ROBERT BURNS, D.D.
Professorof Chaurch History and Christian
gEvidences, Knoz's College, Toronto,C. I¥.
Ir is a long way to travel hack to the
origin of a lifc that has now reached the
maturity of over threescore years and
ten, a period which covers so large a por-
tion of the shert history of this Province.
The contrast betweeu the little infant
welecomed to the quiet home in Borrows-
townness, and the venerable professor,
wiiose portrait we this weck present to
our readers, is strange and striking.

Mr. Joln Burns, the father of Dr.
Burns, was an officer of his Majesty’s
Customs, and “a fine specimen of that
sober, solid, ferventand truly patriarchal
pety in which the Secottish nation and
Scottish ehurch are happily so rich.
T chavacter thus desertbed has not vet
become merely historical, May the sons
of such sires, whether in Scotland or
seattered as they are all over the world,
hold fast to the grave wisdom, the sturdy
virtue and the heroie faith which distin-
guished a past gencration.  Mr. Burns
was borne to the grave by his eight sons
at the ripe age of cighty-six.

Dr. Robert Burns was hovn at Bor-
rowstownness, Linlithgowshire, Seotland,
in February, 1789. He was onc of cight
sons, three of whom besides himselt
heeame parechial ministers of the Church
of Scotland, viz: the Rev. James Burns
of Brechin, the Rev. William Burss of
Kilsyth, and the Rev. Dr, Georse Burns
of Covstorphine.  Comnected with the
family are nigh a score of winisters,
among whom may he mentioned the elo-
quent Dr. Guthrie of Idinburgh, mar-
ried to the eldest daugliter of the late
Mr. Burns of Brechin, Islay Burns,
suceessor to Mr. McCheyne, of S
Peter’s, Dundee, William C. Burns, mis-
sionary to China, and well known in
Canada, both nephews of Dr. Burns, and
his son Robert F. Burns, the amiable and
excellent minister of St. Catherines, C.W.

Dr. Burns studied at Jdinburgh, and
was ordained miuister of the TLaigh
Kirk, Paisley, formerly the parish of the
celcbrated Dr. Witherspoon, in July
1811. He remained pastor there for
nearly thirty-four years, till March 1845,
when he removed with his family to
Canada. He received the degree of
D.D,, from the University of Glasgow,
was 1*. R. 8. I, and a member of the
Antiquarian and other socicties. While
laboring diligentlyas a paroehial minister,
he ideutified limself with all the public
questions which agitated his church and
country. With an unwearying industry
ho gave wuch of his time to uul‘»]mrship.
Among his works may be mentioned an
claborate volume on the Svottish Foor
Laws, a work on the Gairloch Heresy, a
volumeon Pluralities, « Lifeaf Professor
MeGill of Glasgow, and ahost of smaller
volumes and pamphlets.  He edited
Wodrow's Church History, in four large
volumes, and gollected the M.S.S. of

Wodrow and other old divines, some of
which were published in connexion with
the Wodrow Socicty. He was also for
many years Secretary of the Glasgow
Colorial Society, which had much to do
with the planting of Presbyterianism jo
Canada.  Brief as this sketeh i, it will
indieate a life of more than usnal activity,
energy and success, both as a pastor and
as a man of letters, cxtending over a
period of more than a quarter of a cen-
tury.

Kaox’s Church, Toronto, which he ac-
cepted, and whither he removed in 1845,
Immediately after his arrival he way
elected Moderator of the Synod of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada. He
remained pastor of Knox’s Church till
June, 1856, wien he was appointed to
the Chair in Konx’s College, which he
atill fills. At the meeting of the Synod
of the Canadian Presbyterian Clhureh,
in June last, he was again eleeted to the
office of Moderator, which, however, he
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Early in the year 1844, the late ven-
crable Principal Cunningham and Dr.
Burns were deputed by the Free Church
of Scotland to visit the Churches in the
United States and Canada.  These dele-

gates rveceived a most hearty weleome :
s efforts of the whureh in Canada, and has

from the Awerican Churches, and the
published letters of the late Dred. W.
Alesander of New York, abundantly
testify to the deep impression made by
thety sermons and addresses. Dr, Burna

visited Canada, leaving Principal Cun- !

ninghaw in the United States; this led
to his afterwards receiving a call from

!

declined on the ground of his health and
advaneed years.

Though Dr. Burn’s natural strength is
now somewhat impaived, he still retaing
arcat vigor both of body and mind. e has

taken a leading shave in the missionary

been wnsparing of  himself” in his labors
amony the churches, 1T is vemarkable
for the extent of his general knowledge !
and for the ease and flueney with which .
be eommunicates it. We trust that the
evening of a life of unwonted cnergy and

D aetivity may be ealm and pexcefunl, as,

of a laborious

he comes to the close
career.

THE LIFE OF MAN.

Some have no other business in the
world but to be born that they may be
able to dic; others float up and dovn
two or three turns, and suddenly disap-
pear, and give theiv place to others; and
they that live upon the face of the waters
are in perpetual motion, restless and un-
easy, and being crushed with the great
drop of a cloud, sink into flatness and a
froth—the change wot heing great,it being
hardly possible it should he move than
nothing whieh it was hefore; others ride
longer iu the storm, it may be antil
seven yers of vanity be expired, and
thea, peradventnre, the sun shines hot
upon their hieads, and they fail into the
shades helow, into the cover of death and
darkness of ihe grave to hide them. Bat
it the babble stunds the shock of a biguer
drop, and outlives the clumees of a child,
of a careless nurse, of drowning in a pail
ol water, or of heing overlaid by asleepy
servaut, or such lictle accidents, then the
young maja “duices like a bubble empty
and gay, and shines like & dove's neck,
or the image of a rainbow, which bath
no substavce, and whose very imagery
and _colors are fantastical; and so e
danees out the gaicty of his youth sl
is all the while in 2 storm, and cndnves,
only beeause he is not knocked on the
head by w dvop of Lizger rain, or erushed
by the pressnre of o load of indigested
eag, or quenched by the disorder of an
ill-placed hruwonur ; and to preserve a man
alive in the widst of =0 many chanees
and hostilitios is us great a mivaelo as to
creatc him ;o preserve him from rush-
ing into nothing, and at tivst to draw him
wp from vathing, were ¢qually the issiwes
of an Almighty-Power.  And therefore
the wise men of the world have contended
who shall hest fit man’s condition with
words signifying his vanity and short
abode.

Homer ealls a man w leaf—the small-
est, the weakest picee of a short-lived,
unsteady plant.  Pindar calls him the
dream of w shadow. Another, the dream
of the shadow of smoke. DBut James
spoke by a more excellent spirit, saying,
Our life 1s but a vapour, viz. drawn from
the carth by a celestial influence-—made
of smoke, av the lighter parts of water,
tossed with cvery wind, moved by the
motion of a superior body, without virtue
in itsclf, lifted uwp on high, or left below,
acceording us it pleases the sun, its foster-
father.  But it is lighter yet, it is but

o appearing—a fantastie vapour, an appar-
. ition, nothing real; it ix notso much as
i aomist, not a matter of a_ shower, nor

substantial cnongh to make a cloud ; for
which you eannot have a word that can
signify a verier nothing.  Man is so vain,
so unlixed, so perishing a croatnre, that
he cannot long last in the scenc of funey;



