
The Challoners.

" I don't think it is later than common, i have found the key to the young man's
but I thought the clock was never going to character, even without the ue afforded
strike. I was tired, and I wanted the work by his personal atob ,oe. rsra ppearance. The fair com-to be over. plexion, the light hair and moustache, the

darling, I wish you had it not to grey eyes, whose expression was decidedly
do; I cannot bear that you should have to more pleasing than inteilectual, the fuil-
work so hard." curved lips, and somewhat retreatinglines

"It can't be helped," returned the girl. of the chin; ail showed Allan Chailonerto
"I arn not strong enough for it, I know, be one of amiable disposition but without
but I can earn more by factory work than much force of mind poon, at wio
anything else, and now when Teddy is ill the component parts of bis face were so far
and my mother obliged to stay at horne on from being models, that the wonder was
his account, we want all that we can get; that the whole conveyed so agreeable an
and, after all, everyone has to work, and impression as it undoubtedîy did. le
these walks home from the mill are reward looked about three-and-twenty, but was in
enough for all I do there." reality twoorthreeyearsoder, the extreme

"Do you think your parents could be fairness of his hair and complexion taking
induced to accept any heip from me?" from his apparent aged

Elsie started. " Oh no! never, unless- Elsie remained silent for some moments
except-" she stopped a moment, and then after his last words, and when she spoke
added earnestly, and yet as if she were again it was on a di an whe she
alinost afraid to speak the words. " Oh, pursued together a somewhat devious route
Mr. Challoner! I wish they knew!" through streets now fast thinning, for the

The young nan's brow contracted slight- weather was not uch as to tempt anyone
ly. " Elsie, if I could let you tell them, do without a strong motive to remain abroad.
you think I would deny you whatyou wish? Though most likemy fot of much genera
I can depend on your discretion, but not interest, their conversation engrossed their
theirs, and a sudden disclosure might ruin own attention, and it Was only the sudden
both my prospects and yours. Besides, striking of a church ock close by that
dearest, an not I, and ny love, enough to reminded them how the time had passed,
make you happy?" and of the lateness Of the hour.

The last words were spoken very tender- " Oh dear!" said Elsie, with a start,ly, and the girl's face lost all sadness as did not know it was ew late. They wiîI
she looked into his, and answered with a think I am never coming. I must go."
smile, " Enough ! more than enough. I " And I shall be scolded too," said Alan,
sometimes wonder why I was given such "for I shall be late for dinner at home.
happiness. But after all it is not much' You don't think that a great crime, eh,
wonder that the concealment cones hard. little one? You do ot know my father,
I never had a secret in my life." Elsie; I stand as much in awe of hit as

"I hope, my darling, you will not have you can do of yours."
to keep this one long." So they separated, with a shake of the"I do not think it will be possible," said hand, and a yearning look that seemed to
Elsie. " The girls at the mill already sus- say they would haveîiked afonderparting,
pect, for I see them making signs and and went their différent ways-Elsie pur-
laughing when I take this road, and no one suing ber course with hastened step, andever offers to corne with me; and when Allan returning to the nearest spot where
Teddy gets well, and mother can come to a carriage was procurable to take him
work again, our walks will be at an end at home. And neither was aware of the figure
any rate." that had stealthily followed and watched" Well, before that time comes, sone- them during the first part or their walk, and
thing may happen to render further con- was now half an hour in advance ofAllan,
cealment needless. We never can tell what on the road to the same destination as him-
may come; I always hope for the best." self.

In this sentence a keen observer might It was a poor dwelling of which Elsie
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