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NSURANCE LEGIBLATION AT COAST FORECASTE»

kttorney General Farris Addresses Vancouver Insurnce
.Men-Recognizes Value and Promises Rearing

(Special te The Motietary Timics.>

Vancouver, Sept. 24, 1920.

r RbIln.J. W. De B. Farris, atterney general of British
Columbia, spolie uapon the question of 11fr insurance

egislation betore the Lite Underwriters' Association of
7ancouver at their get-tegether luncheon to-day. He opened
iis address with the suggestion that the legislators wbo
vere obliged te live ln Victoria did not get the "Lite
'urrent" te the saine extent that thay would if thay were
tationed in the commercial metropelis ot Vancouver, andi
a this connection he spoke et the psychological influence
irought to bear upon him by the insurane~ men who adopted
h. plan ef invitiug him te corne to Vancouver and investi-
rate the insurance situation for himselt, that hae might ha
iepared in the avent of possible future legislative measures
ieing introdu&ed by the insurance fraternity, Hie thought
hairs was a better plan than that which, say, the lawyars
vould likely adopt, who were in the habit of compiling a
:reat mass of tacts and figures and eoming wlth themn te
ricteria for the purpose of placing them bat ore his Depart-
rient, te ha considered by tham first-handed without any
irevious investigation on1 their part.

New Legisiation

Ha had beau advertlsad to speak on "Future, Legiuia-
ion." No pelitician would care te de that. Ha could only
xprass his personal views. However, ho could go into de-
ails more or less on the legislation the government had
ffasd. They had teund by the investigation in the Insur-
,ne Department that insuranca was being plaeed on the
ves et iutants at law-that la, persens under 21 years ot age-
p'hich was net legal in this province. It was, however, ln
ther provinces. It was decided te pass legislatioa grantlng
egal sanction te contracta already ini terce fer thils torne et
risurance, and te make it lagal hereatter te insure parsonh
r~om 16 te 21, or tor, such persons te insure their own hyes,
ha praminiusa net baing limited ia ameunt.

Se far as children wera concerned, leglelation was
iassed xnaklng it legal for parents te insure thie lires ot
hildren from 1 te 2 years et age, limiting the auxount of
neuranca te $32.00, andi se on Up by a sllding scale until
6 years et age was reached. For instance, the mnaximxum
Lmouit et insurauca for chlldren ot 9 te 10 years of aga wsq
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The primary object of ail legisiation was te do the
greateat geeti for, the greatest number. This miust ha con-
sîderet inl taking up the question et licensîng agenits. "0f
course," the attorney gerneral remiarketi jocularly, "we know
that ai you wishi le tu pay us a big fat, fee se that we nxay
hlave another source et revenue, and et course the govera-
ment is eut te teuch everybedyv as heavily and as treqtueitl.y
as possible." But there was another sida et the question,
he said, in continuing-Was it te ha fer the commion good?
Thcy had this saine question up with different assocýiations.

The real estate man camie te themi with ani act ail drawi\n
up te suit themselves. Theüy submnittad it te hlmii, te the
premier, antij it afterwards wais up la caucus, andi it than
came before, the ieuse and wais turneti downvi colti. This
siuggefstedi legislation requirati ' he governmnent te submit
everY applicant whe wished te salI reiil estate te an exami-
iniation as te hi,, compatancy, andi there were se mnany ques-
tions that an applicant would lia ebliged te alnawer' correctly
and on his honrj(i, that enl wag suggestedl that oe et the
qulestions ha: 'Ar-e you a member et a 'regulatIY conIsti-
tulteti Liberal Aýsso ciation?*' lweras the reai estate
men serieuisly wi -vshad te have agents licensed, the govera-
Ment passed a law requiring every in whe seld reýal estate
te secure a licensa tromn the goverumient, the p)rîce etf the

ienabeing, $10,00, but that is net ail. The geveriment
appointed cemmissioners in different centres il, the province
whosa duty it was te inivestigata any charge etf trauti or

misrepresantation, andi if the reprasentations ef the commis-
sionar are suchi as te warrant it on inivestigatiori, the govern-
ment suspendis or cancels the license et the erriiig real estate

New, the lite insuranca agents may ba assured if they

wlsh to ha licenseti and pretecteti in other asif thleir
-is-h(,ý wera reasonabla and for the cenmeon gooti; then let

thlem comae te Victoria and mueet thae around the table, ie
Weuld net promise thein anythlng. , ~udntd ht
but ha coulti give themn hie personal views. Ha beliaveti that
if they required an applicant 'wix desireti te becemne an la-

s;urance agent te pass a stiff examinatloii betore a gevera-
ment board, it would place thern lu a taIse andi invidious
positien, but on the other liant semae simple axamîinatîons, se
far as lita insuranca le concernati, might ha arranged. The
applicaut should knew the nature et the business la whjch
ba i. te engage andi te understand the kind et insurance hae
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the deasire tu conformi te the Iaws of other provinces, they
could onlly legisiate for themnselvese. They had, in tact, f allen
in lina withi the suggestion that there be an annual central
convention ot lawyers fromi ail the provinces whose duty
it wvould ha te look into laws which are dissimilar in the
various provinces and submit drafts of new laws on varions
subjects which shall ha uniformi in ail the provinces.
Legislation basý been passed empowering British Columbia to
appoint cmiineste this convention, and Mr. J. N. Ellis,
'.%r. Courtenay and Mr Plineo were the government's choice.
in tact, Mjr. Ce'urtenay and Nlr Ellia were now in Ottawa
upen this very service.

"A word te the wvise wvas suficient" that central conter-
ence is t'le place to suinnit suggestions for Life Inaurance
L-egislitioin. Any suggestion miade to himi by the Insurance
n'en wvouild be carefull -y considered by his department, and if
it was thoughit advisable, weould ha placed before this Central
Conference, whose sole ebject was te lahor for the general
good of the P1rovince as a whlole se far as ber laws were
concerned.
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