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upon those lie miay make for wihicl we utst nquestioable athliority, and ilen the date
accept his uînsupported autiority. and locality as well as tihe niame tif tlie collee-

That many of the statements maide wotuld tion siould have beel givenl to mîtake the recorl
be correct if applied to prescribed districts T cceptable IIv scieitists. l'lie 01nly examph.
will not dispute; but I submîtit it is a istakeo tttis Kiigiel whicih huis been so far reliably
to suppose that what applies to the fauni of recorded was taken ly Aiiiltblot netar tie
one liimited locality miiust perforce he eqnaly; Scitikill River, Peinn., in June, 1812. Mr.
applicable to the entire Dominion. EaîclI Rilgway has retainted the iam in lte Sltih-
jaunal aren, and there are a niguler or snehs soiîian catalogue onit thIis authority, buit Dr.
divisions in Canada, lins a bird-life pectliar to Contes lis nlot placeul it on his " Check IList."
itself ; evei though somte species ha1ving a . lst where M. I)iulnnle gathuered lis ili.îrmuua-
much% wider range of distribution that others, tion that Dr. Coies considers this speies aL
are fonnd in several areas. But there are in 1 variety oi'f ra/ra/liux is tnot apparent. There
these books other errors of a more sericous is no such statetent it the " lev," te only
nature than the question of distribution. For ne of DiIr. Ces' works whticht M. îione
instance, Dr. Ross gives the color of the ggs mentions aong hiis autithorities ; and in
of the Olive-backel TIrunsi as reddisi brownt. " Birds oftthe Nurith-west," 15'urri is giv'en as
wihile leaiding authiorities have prontouncei a loubtttl synoIIInim f rilapuvile in
thei greenish liue, speckled withà browni.sl. " Birds of thge Coloralo Valley'" il is iot
The sanme autithor states that the Huisonî Baw ientioned.
Tit "înests in a shrul; eggs four ; pure white " As I have before remtîarkui, referiences areNot one of these detniis are correct. Titis m
species invariably miake ait excavation into sa icae it thoee bucav taii tinerou we ter t

eid stumip or lving tree, and lay fromti live n iei2, ivt ailliv r indicatin ofW ber willra
to ten eggs, wiiici Dr. Brewer, havims before ser vea eaplf'hs. her wuos
hln lte harge series in the Smtuitlhsoiant col- easternl aimit of the range of this secies whichlection, descî.rbed as being or a white ground li authenticatelt recodned, is Dr. Coperliui'tcolor, but hav ig reddlish lro i n spots grou peul repo t i ld ' i ator t aamis , in Wo-
in a ring around the larger end. reportor Yet Drt Larsstmaes t un-

iii mine Teritlrv'. Yct l)r. I omm iniaices the titi-
In his description of the pliuine of the gnalifled stateinent that"it breeds in Canada,"

Olive-backed Thrush,. M.Donnse states lit wiicih lie must mean, to lie contsistentt with
the breast, tiroat and chmt are of a paie h'is otier records, tiat it breetis in Ontario.
brownislk vellow, viile the best aithorities .
give the color of these parts as wiite, with a .Dionne follows with an unsupported
buffy tinge, and mtarked with dark spots. assertion, changed, by way of aipearitg

origîtni, bo "rarelIv sceeu inh n-d,"adltIn the matter of habits, this saine author a m tanada," and he
makes such remilarks as tiat the Blue Yellow- copies the pattern o closely as to repent ait
backed Warbler delights inii bushes and lower error whici Dr. Ross inale in describimg the
branches of the trees, but a nitinber of careful eggs as "ticsh-colored. The best athorities
and experienced observers hlave unanimously duescribe them as of a pmitkisi-wiite ground
recorded thistbird's Preference for the highest lr , i d aispott wit piritie,
branches of the iiget tre.est i rt rbg black?

Cuvier's Kinglet is found in both books, and iîîg Ilekt"
may be taken as a fair satmple of the careiess- Turing totheOwls,welind thatM. Dionne,
ness whieh is so conspictuois. Dr. Ross r on piage 131, states : "Nos espèces sont ltotes
cords tiat the species occurs in Canada i sédentaires en Canada"; and, again, in his
spring and fali, and M. Dionne repeats the accoint of the Barreil Owl, " Cette chouette
reeord and attempts to throwall responsibilitv est commune Il lPautomne et disparait ai
from his own shouilders (which, by the war, Pnntemps pour aller faire sa ponte al, la baie
he does very seldom, naking itost improbable t Huson. These to statettients do not
stateents upon is own nspported h armoze and neier is correct. By sed-

ity) by quoting Dr. Ross but lie sihoild lave entar e it hLits meanl te0 % i wichi remamiii durmng the entire year mi cineknown that, to say the lenst, the occurrence of locality, and it is quite certain that in this
the bird was so very doubtfui that it shoild sense neither lite Snowy Owl, the great Griay
not be placecd on any list unless upon the inost Owl, the Hawk Owl, nor Ricliardsoi's Owl


