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In the course of timie a vcry great quanitity of legisiation lias
been passed, so that in many instances an express statutorv rule
bias been laid down. I)oubts as to the exact nîeaniug of such legis-
lation tiiere may be, just as tiiere werc doiubts as to the exact
custom; but in ail but a colrparatively sin ail iiumber of cases
the law is cleai:. Sometimes difficulty arises in the interpretation
of language employed,4 and the Judge muist do the best lie can to
determine its exact meaning. Soînetinues it is not quite certain
wbat the conunon law, i.e., the customn, was;- and the Judgeý must
do bis best ta flnd out. But once tbe mclaning of legisiation is
determined, the customi clearly made out, tbe duty of tbe Judge is
plain. le cannot change one jot or tittie of the law so letermined.
Hie mnay ]ike it or dislikce it ; it ia.v seem to bim Wvise or unwise,
just or unjust, reasonable or ridiculous; b is duty is to apply it,
and titat only.

Law is mal-inade, not in the sense of being made Il*v tbe Judge
deeidiug a case, but iii the sense of having been mnade for bim. by

'lan.lie ]awver, then, is interprctiing the work, of mnan, the
mimd of a community, recent or long past.

Let us take 110w the two professions and compare tbem. A
medical manî is attending a patient. Hc examines Iiim to discover
accuratcly bis exact state, to apply the proper remedy, i.e., to re-
move some obstacle to the proper and normal operation of organs
or to strengthen son-e operating cause. le lias been taught certain
supposcd " laws of nature," pcrliaps verified b~y higli autbority.
Tbese bo believes sub mnodo, for lie knows there may bave been a
mistake, and it is not oniy his rigbt but bis duty to suspect their
complete accu racy. le muiist observe and again observe and ever
observe; and if lie finds that the " law " bias been in fact wrongly
formulated, the circumstance that it lias received the assent of the
most eminent authorities, niay, of ail, is of no0 avail. No autb-
ority can make, nmake, or modify a law of nature. Sulphuric
acid bias tbe saine effeet 011 calcium carbonate in Fiji as in Pots-
dam, and it is just as uniisafe to trifle vitlî typlioid or explosives in
Togoland as iu Toronto.

No medical mail wiil risc ini indignation and condeuin the
"law of nature " whichi lic lias found and wlîicli, as lie thinks

4 I every language tbere must bie ambiguity except in the very simplest con-Ception. No matter how careful a legislator or a Judge may lie, lie cannot express bismeaning with perfect clearnees without a multitude of words and sometimes flot even
tllen. The cumbrousness of etatutes and judgments is explained b y thie fact. Ifanyone thinks lie eau. express without amlbiguity any enaciment iu fewer or simpler
words, let htm try i-not simply talk about it.


