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The deep dcsccîît, anii p to re-aseend
Thougli bard anrd'rare."

The operating ilicatre preseiitc<l itself ta the popular nîind as

a chamber of execeutiali. over which bulng the signi of thc dripping

blade, -,vhile about it lingcred the cclioes of the last sighis of depart-

ing soiils. Now this sanie theatre bas assurncd, rather, the char-

a('ter of a temp)le of healiîîg, with the whilorn executiofler trans-

fignrcd into the IIioh I>riest. That whicbi was a R~iver of Styx,

dark andl cold, is no\V a P'ool of lietbesda ; aiid the ill-advise<i and

tacitiurn Charon lias been iîîctaîîîarphosed juita the ange] that

troubles the pool as a signal of hc(aliîug.()
This change iii the attitude of the pulblie towards surgieal opeCra-

tions is not liiiiite(l to an 'v oie elass ; -we find that the intelligent

alldl highly-ediuca.tedl i lon)g auir pati ents havc a cousiderable

knowlcdgc of wvhat is involved iii varions operative procedures,

an(d of tlie attendant risks and] after resuits ;1 and., because they

are well-jîlforirie(, thev exhîibit a wel rcasoned( confidence iii sub-

rnittîng to operative treatnieint. On the other baud, the patients

that forrn the greatest proportion.of aur bospital cases have but

littie knowledge of what is inhiplie1 bv operation, bcyond the fact

tlîat thec'y are sent to slecp àand soniethîîîg is (loue ; but tijeir readi-

riess ta i'ccept an operatioli as the praper treatinent for thein is

equ.al]yv great; ail thec'v ask is tlie assurance that it is for their good

and that thcy wvi11 feei notbing; anid wc find that their confidence

is boi of their experience of whiat sucbi treatiiient has dlone for

their fricîîds.

Thcre is no doubt that inipflicit confidence on tlie part of our

p)atienits lîfîposes uiponl uis an added burden of responrsibility in

decidiiig wbiat advice we are to give tbem, for, if their confidence

is smlall, thcy will probably seek and obtain several opinions, and

then maike their own eboice; but if their confidence is great, tbey

wvî11 acee)t our opinion witbouit question and act uipon it witlîout

(lenilir. B3nt wben the stage of advice is passed and that of action

is entcred uipon, this confidence is of the greatest value to us, Le-

cause the success of our operative work is imiieasurably assisted

* It may amuse our readers to see the following version of the above

Passage In the racy language of Western Canada, taken from the report of

the address In the " Edmonton Bulletin." " Dr. Arthur E. Giles whispered

to us In a confidential way that a doctor was not honeStly represented by

the drunken sailor, Charon, who offered to cros s us over thfe river Styx in

a toppiy dug-out for two bits a head, but was realiy the patronizing barker

for the pool of Bethesda, who caiied out In a meiiifluous tone: 'Corne on in,

the water's fine.'


