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CHAPTER 1V.—CoNrinoep.

Bhis was especially remarked by a traveler
in a carriage at the front part of the train.
This person—evidently a stranger—made
good usu of his eyes and asked numberless
questions, to which he'received only evasive
answers. Every miaute leaning out of the
window, which e would keep down to the
great disgust of his fellow travelers, he lost
nothing of the views to the right. He in-
quired the names of the most insignificant
places, their position, what were their com-
merce, their manufactures, the nun_:ber of
their inhabitants, the average mortality, etc,
and ali this he wrote down in a note book,
already full of memoranda.

This was the correspondent Alcide Jolivet,
and the reason of his putting so many insig-
nificant questions was that among the many
answers he received, he hoped to find gome in-

| with two heads, holding a sceptre and a globe,
{ surrounded by the escutcheons of Noygorod,
Wladimir, Kiev, Kasan, Astrakan,.and of Si-
beria, and environed by: the collar of the order

As to Michael Strogoff, his'papers werein
police supervision.

| ped for several minutes, which sppeared sufii-
cient to cnable the correspondent of the Daily
Telegraph to take a’ two-fold view physical
and moral, and to form n complete estimate of
this ancient capital ot Bussia. -~
At the Wladimir station fregh travelers en-
tered the train. Among .others, a young girl
presented herself at the .door of the carriage
occupied by Michael Birogoff.,
A vacant place was found opposite the cou-
rier of the Czar. The young girl took it, after
plucing by her side o modest travelling-
bag of red leather, which seemed toconsiitute
ker luggage. Then seating herself with down-
cast eyes, she prepared for a journey which
was still to last several hours.
Michael Strogofl could not Lelp looking
attentively at his newly arrived fellow tra-
veler. As she was 80 placed as totravel with
bher back to the engine, he even offered her
his seat, which she might prefer to her own,
but she thanked him with a slight bend of her
graceful neck.

teresting fuct # for his cousin.” But, natur-
ally enougly, he was taken for a 8py, and not a
word treating of the events of the day was
uttered in his hearing.

Finding, therefore, that he could learn
nothing in relation to the Tariar invasion, he
wrote in his note book : « Travelers of great
discretion. Very close as to political mat-
ters®

While Alcide Jolivet noted down his im-
pressions thus minutely, his coafrere, in the
same train, travelling for the same object, was
deveting himself to the same work of observ-
atiom in another compartimaent. Neither of
them had seen each other that day at the Mos-
cow station, and they were each ignorant that
the other had set out to visit tie scene of the
war. Harry Blount, speaking little, but lis-
tening much, had not inspired his companions
with the suspicions which Alcide Jolivet had
aroused. Ife was not taken for a spy, and
therefore his meiglhbors, without constraint,
gossiped in his presence, allowing themselves
even to go farther than their naiural cantion
would in most cases bave allowed them. The
correapondent of the Daily Telegraph had thus
an opportunity of observing how much recent
eventggpreoccupicd the party of merchants
who were on their way to Nijni-Novgorod,
and to what a degree the commerce with Cen-
tral Asin was threatened ia its transit, He
therefore did not hesitate o note in his book
this perfectly correct ol .ervation.

a My fellow travelers extremely anxious.
Nothing is talked of but war, and they speak
of it with a frecdom which is astonishing, as
having Lroken out between the Yolga and the
Yistala.”

The readers of the Duily Teleyraph would
not kil to be as well informed as Alcide
Jolivet's « cousin.”

And moreover, as Ilarry Bloust, seated at
the left of the truin, only saw one part of the
counmtry, which was hilly, without giving him-
self the trouble of looking at the right side,
which was composed of wide plains, be added,
with British assurance :

4 Country mountainous between Moscow
and Wiadimir.”

It was evident that the Russinn govern-
ment purposed tuking severe measurvs to
guakl] against any serious eventualities even
ip the interior of the empire. The rebellion
had not crossed the Siberian froutier, but evil
influaaces might be feured in the Volga pro-
vinces, 50 near to the country of the Kirghiz.

The polire bad as yet found no trices of
Xvan Ogareff. It was not known whether the
#raitor, calling’ tbe fon_'eigner to avenge his
Ppersonal mncor, hat rejoined Feofar-Khan, or
whether he was ende dVOFing tc_:_ fgmunt'a re-
velt in the governmen. ©f Nijni-Novgorod,
which at this time of year "onthined a popu-
Jatien of such diverse clen ents. Perhaps
among the Persians, Armeniuns, o." Kalmucks,
who flocked to the great market, 1o had
agents, instructed to provoke arising in the

her.
girl in the literal seuse of the term, the de-

struggle still with the trials of life.
energy was evidently prompt and persistent,

duced at first right.
hfmself of an energetic temperament, was
naturally struck by the character of her phy-
siognomy, and while taking care not to cause
her annoyance by atoo persistent gaze, he ob-
served his nceighbor with no small interest.
The costume ef the young traveler was both
extremely simple and appropriate,
not rich—that could easil 7 be seen; but not
the slightest mark of negligence was to be
discerned in her dress,
contained in a leather bag under lock and
i‘;z;‘_"lﬁgd which, tor want of room, she held on { y514 jmmediately—for he was going to take a

The young girl appeared to be about six-
teen or seventeen years of age. Her head,
truly charming, was of the purest Sclavonic
type—slightly severe, and which would, when
a few summers had passed over her, unfold
into beauty rather than mere prettiness. From
beneath a sort of kerchief which she wore on
her head escaped in protusion light golden
bair. Her cyes were brown, soit, and expres-
sive of much sweetness of temper. The nose
was straight, and attached to her pale and
somewhat thin cheeks by delicate mobile nos-
trils. "The lips were finely cat, but it seemed
as if they had loug since forgotten how to smile.
The young traveler was tall and upright, as
well as could be judged of her figure from the
very simple and ample pelisse that covered

of St. Andrew, surmounted by.a royal crownl.

order, and ke was, consequently, free .frgm’.@!l_‘

At the Station of Wladimir the tni‘i'lf‘at;og-_: s

| Michas)’ Strogoff .showed “his ‘pduorojns,
made out.in’'thé mame of Nicholas:Korpadof.
He had ‘consequently no difficulty. " )

.._As to the other travelers. in the compart-
.ment, all bound for Nijini-Novgorod, their ap-
-pearance, happily for them, was in nowiso sus-

-picious.” "~

=/'hie “young gid in hgr turn, exhibited, not
‘passport, since pasports are no longer re-

_quired in-Russis, but a permit-indorged with
.a private seal, and which seemed to pe of &
‘special character. ~The inspector. read. the
permit with sttention. Then, baving atten-
tively examined the person whose description
it contained : oo

# You are from Riga ?" he said.

# Yes,” replied the young girl.

& You are going to Irkutsk?”

« Yes”

« By what route 77

« By Perm.”

« Good!” replied the inspector. «Take
care to bave your permit vised at the police
station of Nijni-Novgored.”. Tbe young girl
bent her head in token of assent.

Hearing the questions and replies, Mickael
Strogoff experienced a mingled sentiment
both of surprise and pity. What! this young
girl alone, journeying to that far off Siberiy,
and ata time when, to its ordinary dangers
were added all the perils of an invaded coun-
try, aud one ina state of insurrection 7 low
would sbe reach it? What would become of
her?

The inspection ended, the door? of the car-
riages were then opened, but before Michael
Strogoff could move toward her, the young
Livonian, who | ad been the first to descend,
had disappeared in the crowd which thronged
the platforms of the railway station.

CHATI'TER V.
Nuwyi-Nevaorop, Lower Novgorod, situate
at the junction of the Volga and the Oka, is
the chief town in the district of the same
name. 1t was here that Michael Strogoil was
obliged toleave the railway, wkich at the time
did not gobeyond this town. Thus, a8 head-
vanced, his traveling would become first less

Although she was still a very young

velopment of ler high forehead and clearly
cut features gave the iden that she was the
possessor of & grent moral energy—a point
which did not escape Michael Strogoff. Evid-
ently this young girl had already suffered in
the pust, and the future doubtless did not pre-
sent itself to herin glowing colors; but 1t was

none the less certain that she had known how

to struggle, and that she had resolved to
Her

and her calmness unalterable, even under cir-
cumstances in which a man would be likely to

give way, or lose his sclf-command.

Such was the impression which she pro-
Michael Strogoff, being

She was

All her luggage was

She wore o long, dark pelisse, which was

gracefully adjusted nt the neck by a blue tie.
Under this pelisse, a short skirt, also dark,
fell over a robe which reached to her ankles,
and of which the lower edge was ornamented | ¢
with some simple embroidery. Half-boots of | 3+ e
worked leather, and thickly-soled, asif choscn his great annoyance, ho found that the Cuu
in the anticipation of a long journey, covered | siart for Perm till the folldwing day at twelve

her small feet.

Michael Strogoff fancied that he recognized,
by certain details, the fashion of the costume
of Livounia, and he thought that his neighbor
must be a native of the Baltic provinces.

But whither wag this young girl goeing,
alone, at an age when the {ostering ears of o
father, or the protection of a bretl:gr, are con-
sidered a matter of necessity 7 Had she now
come, after an already long journey, from the
of Western Russin?  Was she

Interior. All this was possible, especinl,,¥ 10
such a country as Russia, In fact this va'st
empire, of 4,740,000 square miles in extent,
does not possess the homogeneousness of the
states of Western Europe.  Amoug the many
nations ‘of which it i8 comnnead there exist

Roen-- . ,
—wwwoearily many shades. The Ifu:minfl (:!}"
zltery 10 Kurope, Asin and Americh BRARTGs
from the fifteenth degree cast longtitude to
the huundred and thirty-third degree west
longitude, or an extent of nearly two hundred
degrees; and from the thirty-eighth north
parallel to the eighty-first north parallel, or
forty-three degrees. It contains more than
seventy willions of inhabitants. In it thirty
different languages are spoken. The Scla.
vomitan ruce predominates, no doubt, but there
are besides Russians, Poles, Lithuaninos,
Ceurlanders. Add to these Finns, Lapland-
ors, ¥atbouninns, several other northern tribes
with unpronounceable names, the Permincks,
the Germuns. the Greeks, the Tartacs, the
Caucasian tribes, the Mongo!l, Kalmuck,
Samoid, Kamschatkan, and Aleutian hordes,
and ome mny understand that the unity of so
vash & state must have been difficult to main-
tain, and that it could only have been the
work of time, nided by the wisdom of many
gnccessive ralers.

Be that as it may, Ivan OgarciFhad bitherto
managed to vscupe all search, and very pro-
bably he might bave juined the Tartar army.
“But at every station where the train stopped,
inspectors came forward who scrutinized the
travelers, and subjected them all to a minute
examinntion, as, by order ot the superintend,
ent of police, these officials were seekiZ e Tvan
Ogaref. "Che government, in fach, beijoved it
to be certain that the raitor had not yet been
able o fuit Europeun Russia. 1fthere ap-
pesred cause to suspest any traveler, be was
carried off to explain himself at the police

station, and in the meantime the hiain went
on ite way, no person troubling bimself about
tLe unfortunute oue left behind..

With the Russian police, which is very arbi-
trary, it is absolutely useless to argue. Mili-
tary rank js conferred on its employes, and
they actin military fashion. How can uny one,
moreover, help obeying, unhesitatingly, orders
which emanate from o monarch who hag the
right t0 employ this formula at the head of
his whase: ¢ We, by the grace of God, Empe-
ror and Autocrat of «ll the Russias, of Mascow,
Kiev, Wladimir and Novgorod, Czar of Kusan
and Astrakhaw, Czar of Puland, Czarof 'b“-
beria, Czar of the Tauric Chersonese, Seignior
of Pskov, Prince of Smolensk, Lithusnia, Vol-
kynia, Podalia, sad Finland, Prince of Estho-
nia, Livouia, Courland and of Semiga[l}u, of
Bialystok, Karelia, Sougria, Perm, Viatka,
Bulgaria, aud of many other countries; Lord
and sovereign Prinea of the territory of Nijni-
Novgorod, Tchemigoff, Biazan, Polotsk, Bos-
tovi, Jaroslavi, Biclozersk, OQOudoria, Obdoria,
Koadinia, Vitepsk, and of Mstislaf, Governor
of the Hy perborean Regions, Lord of the coun-
triea of Iveria, Kartalinia, Grouzinia, Eabar-
dinis; -and -Armenia, hereditary Lord and
Suzerain.of the Scherkess princes, of those o
the mountains sud of others; heir of Nor.
way, Duke of Schleawig-Holstein, Stormarn.
PDittmarsen, apd Oldenburg.” A powerfu)
Xord, intruth, is he whose arms arean eagle

\

provinces
merely going to Nijni-Novgorod, or was the
end of her travels beyond the eastern frontier
of the empire? Would some relation, some
fitend, await her arrival by the train?
wag~ it not more prohable, on the contrary,
that sho would find herself 88 much isolated
in thn

Or

-~ - . -
" Lwn as she was in this compars €0t

where no one—she must think-—appeared to
care for her ? It was probable.

Michael Strogoff observed her with iuterest,
but, himself reserved, be sought no opportu-
nity of accosting her, although several hours
must elapse before the arrival ot the train at
Nijni-Novgorod.

Ouce only, when her neighbor—the mer-
chant—who had jumblled together ko impro-
deatly in his remarksabout fallow and shawly
—being usleep, and threatening her with his
great hend, which wuas swaying from one
shoulder to the othier, Michael Strogoff awoke
him somewhat roughly, and made him un-
derstand that he must hold himself upright,
aud in a more conveniont posture.

The merchaut, rude ¢nough by mature,
grumbled gome words agalnst « people whoin-
terfere with what does not concern them,” but
Michael Strogoff cast on him a glance so stern
that the sleeper leaned on she other side, and
relieved the young traveler from his un-
pleasant vicinity.

The Iatter looksd at the young man for an
instant, and r,ute and modest thanks were in
that look,

B, a circumstance occurred which gave
Michael Strogofl a just idea of the character
of the ruaiden.  Twelve versts before arviving
at the station of Nijini-Nuvgored, at & sharp
curve of the iron way, the train oxperienced &
vory violent shock. Then, for a minute, it
ran vl to the slope of an embarkment.
Travelers more or less shaken about, cries,
confusion, general disorder in the carriages,
such wus the cffect at first produced. It was
to bo feared that some scrious accident had
happened. Consequeutly, the panic-stricken
pasrengers thougnt oaly of getting out of the
carriages and taking refuge on the lie.

Michael Strogoff thonght instantly of the
youn. girl; but while the passengers in her
compartment werp precipitating themselven
outside, gcreaming and struggling, she had
remnined quietly in her place, her face scarcely
cely changed by a slight pallor.

She waited—Michael Strogofl waited also.

She had not made any attempt to leave the
carringo.  Nor did he moved either. Both
romnined quiet.

« A determined nature I" thought Michael
Strogoff.

However, all danger had quickly disappear-
ed. A breakage of the coupling of the lug-
gage van had first caused ths shock to and
then Lhe stoppage of the train, which in an-
other instant would have been thrown from
the top of the embarkment inte n bog. There
was an hour's delay. At last the road being
cleared, the train proceeded, and at hali-past
vight in the evening arrived at the ‘station of
Nijini-Novgorod.

Befure any one could get out of the car-
ringos, tha ingpectors of police prosented them-
relves at the doors and examined the passen-

gers.

speedy and then less safe.

Nijoni-Novgorod, the fized population of
which is only from thirty te thirty-five thou-
sand inhabitants, contained, at that time,
more than three hundred thousand; that is to
say, the popjulation was increased tenfold.
This addition was in consequence of the cel-
ebrated fair, which was held within the walls
for three weeks. Formerly Makariew bhad
the benefit of this concourse of traders, but
since 1817 the fair had been removed to Nijni-
Novgorod.

The town, dreary enough at most times,
then presented a truly animated scene.  Six
different races of merchants, European and
Asiatic, were fraternizing under the con-
genial influence of trade.

Even at the late hour at which DMichacl
Strogoff lett the plattorm, there were still a
large number of people in the two towns,
separated by the stream of the Volga, which
compose Nijni-Novgored, and the highest of
which is built on a steep rock, and is defended
by one of those forts called in Russia,
“«krenil”

Had Michael Strogoff becn obliged to stay
at Nijni-Novgorod, he would have had some
trouble in inding a hotel, or even an inn, to
suit him. In the meautime, as he bad not to

steamer—he was compelled to look out for
some lodging; but, before doing so, he
wished to know cxactly the bour at which
the steamboat would start. He went to the
oftice of the company whose boats plied be-
ween Nijni-Novgorod and Perm. There, to

casus for that was the boat's nam:—did not

o'clock. Seventeen hours to wait! It was
very vexatious toa mai'so pressed for time.
However, he resigned himselfto circumstances
tor he never senselesgly murmured. Besides,
the fuct was that no telegue or tarantass,
berlin or postchaise, nor horse, could take
L more gnickly cither to Perm or Kasan.
It would be better, then, to wait for the
rapid than any other and which would enable
him to regain lost time.

llere, then, was Michael Strogoff strolling
through the town and quietly looking out for
some inn in which to pass the night. How-
ever, Lie troubled himself little on that score,
and, but that hunger pressed him, he would
probably have wandered on tiil morning in
the streets of Nijni-Novgorod.  He was look-
ing for supper tather than a bed. Dut he
fourr?? both at the slgn of the & City of Con-
stantinopie.”  There the landlord offered him
a fairly comfortable room with little furniture,
it is true, but which was not without an image
of the Virgin, and partraits of a few saints
framed in yellow gauze.

A poose filled with sourstufliing, swimming
in thick cream, barley bread, some curds, pow-
dercd sugar mixed with cinpamen, apd 1 jug
of kwass, the ordinary Ruseian beer, were
placed before him, and sufliced to satisfy his
hunger. He did justice to the menl, which
wag more than could be said of his neighbor
at table, who, having, in his charncter of «old’
believer ” of the sect of Ruskalniks, made the
vow of abstinence, rejocted the potutoes on
the dish in front &f him, and carefully re-
fraived from putting sugar in his tea.

His supper finished, Michael Strogoff, in-
gtead of going up to his bedroom, ngein stroll-
ed out into the town. Bat although the long
twilight yet lingered, the crowd was already
dispersing, the streets were gradually becoming
empty, and at length cvery one retired to his
dwelling.

Why did not Michacl Strogoff, go quietly to
bed as would have seemed more seasonable
after o long railway journey ? Was he thinking
of the young Livonian girl who had for many
hours Leen his traveling companion? Having
nothing better to do, he was thinking of her.
Did he fear that lost in this busy city, she
might be exposed to insult? He feared so,
and with good reason. Did hec bope to meet
her, and, if need were to afford her protection?
No. To meet would be diflicult. As to pro-
tection, what right had he—— v

 Alone,” he said to himself; ¢alone in the
midst of these wandering tribes!  And yet the

_that. he could
-gteps.

Strogoff more closely, the door of the cottage
was opened.
who advanced quickly, and, in a language
which Michael Strogoff knew to be & mixture
of the Mongol and Siberian :

alone and comu to supper.
is waiting for you.”

the epithet bestowed on him, dreading spies
as he did above all things.

was very different, the Bohemian replied in
words which signify :

to-morrow.”
prise.

“to-morrow ; and the Father himselfsendsus
—where we are going!”

cottage, and carefullv closed the door.

«if theso gypsies do not wish to be under-
stood, when they speak before me, they had
better use some other language.”

had spent his childhood in the steppes,
Michael Strogoff, it has been said, understood
almost all the languages in usage from 'dar-
tary to the Seca of Ice.
nitication of the words exchanged between
the gypsey and Lis companion, he did not
trouble his head.

est him ? sacks, who, lance on shoulder, keep order in
An hour after, Michael Strogoff was sleep- [ the crowd of three hundred thousand
ing soundly on one of those Russian beds | strangers.

which always seem so hard to strangers, and
on the morrow, the 17th of July, he awoke at
break of day.

Novgorod ; it seemed to him an age.
waug he to spend the morning, unless in wan-
dering, as he had done the evening before,
through the streets? By the time he had
fimished his breakfast. strapped up his bag,
had his podorojna inspected at the police
oftice, he would have nothing to do but start.
But be was not a man to liein bed after the
sun had risen, so he rose, dressed himself,
placed the letter with the imperial arms on it
carefully at the bottom of its usual pocket,
within he lining of his coat, over which he
fustened his belt; he then closed his bug and
threw it over his shoulder.

¢ City of Counstantinople,” and, inteu<linZ to
breakfast on the bank of the Volga, near the
wharf, he settled his bill and left the inn.
By way or precaution, Michael Strogoff went
firstto theoffice of the steam-packet company,
and there made sure that the Caucasus would
start at the appointed hour.
the thought for the first time struck him that
since the young Livonian girl was going to
Perm, it was very possible that her intention
was also to embark in the Caucasian, in
which case he should accompany her.

circumference measures two versts,
which resembles that of Moscow, was alto-
gether abandoned. Even the governor did
not reside there.
like a city of the dead, the town below, atall
events, was alive.

Michnel Strogoff, having crnssed the Volga . ;
on a bridge ofg l)o,uts, guarded by mounted f;%e‘ll:'t the province upou any pret ':xtjligz?::
Cossacks, reached the square where, the even- | °°¢ ond. All strangers of A’

ing Lefore, he had fallen in with the gypsey
camp. This was somewhat outside the town,
where the fair of Nijni-Novgorod was held,
with which that of Leipzig itzelt is not to be
compared. In avast plain beysnd the Volga
ros¢ the temporary palace of the Governor-
weneral, where, by imperial orders, that great
functionary resided during the whole of the
fair, which thanks to the people who com-
posed it, required an ever-watchful surveil-

lance.

symumetrically arranged in such a manr
to leave avenues broad enough to al'
crowd to pass without a crush.

already alarge assemblage of p
which had risen at four o'c!
above the horizon,
mans, Cossacks, Turcor
gians, Greeks, Turks, P
traordinary mixture

gaining. Every’

present dangers are nothing to those she must
undorgo. Siberial Irkutsk! Iam about o
dare all risks tor Russin—for the Czar, while
ghe i3 about to do so—for whom? For wnat?
She is authorized to crosa the frontier 7 And
the country beyond is in revolt! The steppes
beyvond are full of Tuartar bands.”

Michael Strogoff stopped for an instant and
reflected.

Without doubt,” thought he, “she must
have determined on undertaking her journey
Defore invasion. Perhaps sho is even now
ignorant of what is happening. But no; that
cannot be, for the merchants discussed before
her the disturbances in Siberia, and she did
not seem even surprised. She did not even
ask for an explanation. Sho must have known
it then, and though knowing it, sho is stiil
resolute. Poor girl! Her motive for the jour-
ney must be urgent indeed! But, though she
may be brave and she certainly is so—her
strength must 1ail her ; and, to sny nothing of
dangers and obstacles, she will be unuble to
endure the fa'igue of such a journey. Never
can she pass Irkutsk 1"

Inuulging in such reflections, Michael Stro-
goff wanderexd on as chance led him; but, be-

. : - RGN

On ome of the open spaces betweemithe
quarters of this tem porary city were numbers |.
of mountebanks of every degcription-; harle-
quing~and' acrobats, deafening the visitors;
with the noise of their instruments and their:
vociferqus cries ;- gypsies from thé ‘mouptains
telling fortunes to the credulous foolswho are |.
ever to be found in stch assemblies ; ‘Zingar-
ies or Tsiganes—a n+me which’ the Russians.
give to the gypsies who ave the descendanta of
the “anefent Copts—singing their' wildest |:
melodiss and dancing their-taopt original |
dances ;-comedians. of foreign theaters acting ;.
Shakspeare, adapted to the taste of spectators”
who crowded -to witness them. .In'the long,
avenues the bear showmén accompanied their
four-footed dancers; menageries resounded
with the hoarse cries of animals under thgln;
fluence of the stinging whip or red-hot irons
of the tamer; and, besides all these number-
less performers, in the middie of the central
square, surrounded by a circle four deep of en-
thusiastic amateurs, was & band of * mariners
of the Volga,” sitting on the ground as én the
deck of their vessel, imitating the action of
rowing, guided by the stick of the master of
the orchestra, the veritable helwsman of this
imaginary vessel!

A whimsical and pleasing custom?!

It shonld here be mentioned that England
and France, at all events, were this year ve-
presented at the great fair of Nijni-Novgorod
by two of the most distinguished products of
modern civilization, Messrs. Harry Blount
and Alcide Jolivet.

Alcide Jolivet, an optimist by mnature,
seemed to find everything agreeable, and ns
by chance both lodging and food were to his
taste, he jotted down in his book seme mem-
orandsa particularly favorable to the town of
Nijni-Novgored. -

Harry Blount, on the contrary, having in
vain hunted for a supper, had been obliged to
find a resting-place in the open air. He
therefore looked at it all from another point of
view; and wns preparing an article of the
most withering character against a town in
which the landlords of the inns refused to re-
ceive travelers who only begged leave to be
flayed, « morally and physically.”

Michael Strogoff, one hand in his pocket,
the other ho'ding his cherry-stemmed pipe,
appeared the most indiffereut and least im-
patient of men; yet, from a certain contrac-
tion of hig eyebrows every now and then, o
careful observer would have perceived that he
wus burning to be off.

For about two hours he had been walking
about the streets, only to find himself invar-
ably at the fair again. As be passed among
the groups of buayers, and sellers, ho dis-
covered that those who came from countries
on the confines of Asia manifested greatun-
easiness. Their trade was visibly suffering
from it.

Another symptom also was to be remarked.
In Russia military uniforms appear on every
occasion.  Soldiers are wont to mix freely
with the crowd, the police agents being al-
most invariably aided by a number of Cos-

ing well acquainted with'the town, he koew |.
"could without difficulty ‘retrace his. :
" Having 'strolled on for about an hour, he
seated himself on & bench against the wall of
a large wooden cottage, which stood, with,
others; on a vast open space. AT

‘He had scarcely been there five minutes
when anband was laid beavily on his shidiilder.

_ «What are you.doing here?” roughly. de-
manded a largé and’ powerful man, who had
approached nnperceived.

«] am resting,” replied Michael Strogoff.- -~

«Do you mean to stay all night on the
bench !" asked the man. . .

"1t Yes, if I feel inclined to do so0,” answered
Micheel Strogoff, in a tone somewhat too
sharp for the simple merchant he wished to
personate.

« Come forward, then, that I may sce you,”
said the man. .

« It is not necessary,” he replied; and he
calmly stepped back ten paces or so.

The man seemed, as Michael observed him
well, to have the look of a Bohemian, such as
are met at fuirs, and with whom contact, either
physical or moral, is unpleasant. Then, as
he looked more attentively through the dusk
which was coming on, he perceived ncar the
cottage o large caravan, the usual traveling
dwelling of the Zingarig, or gypsies, who
sgwarm in Russia wherever a few copecks can
be obtained.

As the gypsey took two or three steps for-
ward and was about to interrogate Michael

He could just seea woman,

« Another spy!” she said. ¢ Let him
The ¢ papluka’
Michael Strogoff could not help smiling at
But in the same dialect, although his accent

“ Youare right, Sangarre. Besides, we start
¢« To-morrow I’ repeated the woman in sur-

#Yes, Sangarre” replied the Dolemian;

Thereupon the man and woman entcred the

« Good! said Michael Strogoff to himself:

From his Siberian origin, and because he

As to the exact sig-

For why should it inter-

But on this occasion the soldiers, Cossacks
and the rest, did not put in an appearance at
the great market. Doubtless, a sudden order
to move having been foreseen, they were re-
stricted to their barracks.

Nevertheles, though no soldiers were to be
geen, it was not so with officers. Since the
evening bofore, aides-de-camp, leaving the
governor's palace, galloped in every direction.
An unustal movement was going forward
which a serious state of aflairs could alone
account for. There were innumerable couriers
on the roads both to Wladimirand to the Ural
Mountains. The exchange of telegraphic dis-
patches between Moscow and_St. Petersburg
was incessant.

Michael Strogoff found himself in the cen-
tral square when the report spread that the
head of the polive had been summoned by a
courier to the palace of the governor-geasral.
An important dispatch from Moscow, it was
g id, was the cause of it.

w-yhe fair is to be closed,” said one.

#Tle regiment of Nijni-Novgorod has re-
coived the ryute,” declared another.
«They sny that the Tartars
Tomsk? "

« Here is the head of police!” was shouted
on every side. A loud clapping of hands was
suddenly raised, which subdued by degrees,
and finally was succeeded by absolate silznce.
The hiead of the police arrived in the middle
of the central square, and it was seen Dby all
that he held in his hand a dispatch.

He had still five hours to pass at Nijni-
How

This done, ho bad no wish to return fo the
t

As he did so, menace

t

The town alove, with its kremlin, whose
and

But if the town abov, ing announcement : .
3 Roove e « By orders of the Governor of Nijni-Nov-

orod.
#1st.  All Russian subjects are fork’

.atfc origin are

commanded to leave the ! 0 Al
proviuce within

twenty-four hours.”

cP

-APTER VI.

9T ‘fisastrous these measures might
@ Private iuterests, they were, under

circumstances, perfectly justifiable.

“ AUl Russian subject are forbidden to leave
. the province ;" if Ivan Ogareff was still in the
province, this would at any rate prevent him,
unless with the greatest difficulty, from rejoin-
ing Feofar-Kban, and becoming a formidable
lieutenant to the Tartar chief.

#All foreigners of Asiatic origin are or-
dered to leave the provincein four nnd twenty
hours ;' this would #end ofl in a body all the
traders from Central Asia, as well as the bands
of Bohemians, gypsies, etc., having more or
less sympathy with the Turtar of Mongolian
populations, and which had been collected
toguther at the fair. So many hewds, o many
spies, and undoubtedly the state of affuirs re-
quired their expulsion.

Howev
prove ‘
the

"This plain was now covered with Loc’ dis

£0 n§
«aw the
In the avenues and long alleyr , there wero
sople, the sun,
.ock, being well
.u8, Siverisuns, Ger-
aang, Persians, Geor-
«indoos, Chinese, an ex-
of Europeans and Asia-
gling, naranguing and bar-
shing which can be bought

Russir

tics, talking, wrao

seew . )
:rui?ld Por ed to be heaped up in this | ~ it is casy to uadecstand the effect produced
cgrmm'ns, -ers, horses, camels, asses, boats, | hy these two thunder-claps bursting over a

every description of conveynnce
that We ylq gerve for the transport of mer.
chand’,go  had beecn accumulated on the fair
gro,nd. Furs, precious stones, silks, Cash-
m.ere shawls, Turkey carpets, weapona from
the Cancasus, gnuzes from Smyrpa and Ispa-
han, Tiflis armor, cnravan tens, European
bronzes, Swigs clocks, velvet and silks from
Lyons, English cottons, haraess, fruits, vege-
tables, minerals from the Ural, malachite, lapis
lazuli, spices, perfumes, medicinal herbs, wood,
tar vope, horn, pumpkins, watermelons, etc.
All the products of India, China, Persia, from
the shores of the Caspian and the Black Ses,
from America and Europe, were united at this
corner of the globe.

It is scarcely possible truly to portray the
moving masg of human beinge surging here
and therg, the excitement, the confusion, the
hubbub ; demonstrative as were the natives
nnd the inferior classes, they were completaly
-outdono by their visitors. There were mer-
chants from Central Asir, who had occupied
a year in escorting their merchandise across
its vast plains, nnd who would not again see
their shops and counting-houses for another
year to come. In short, of such importance
is this fair of Nijni-Novgorod that the snm
total of its transactions amounts yearly to not
lens than a hundred million roubles.}

town like Nijni-Nevizorud, so densely crowded
with visitors, and of which the commerce 8o
grestly surpassed that of all other places in
Ruasia. The natives, therefore, whom busi-
ness called beyond the Siberiun frontier,
could not leave the province, fora time at least.
The tenor of the firge article of the order was
express; it admitted of no exception. All pri-
vite interests muss Field to the public weal.
As to the second article of the proclamation,
the order of expulsion which it contained ad-
mitted of no evasion either. It onlyconcern-
ed foreigners of Asintic origin, but these could
do nothing but pack up their merchandise nnd
go back the way they came. As to the mount-
ebanks, of which there wero a considerable
number, and who had nearly a thousand versts
to do before they could reaoch the nearest

frontier, for them it was simply misery.

At first thero rose agatnst this unusual
measure & murmur of protestation a cry of
despair, but this was quickly suppressed by
the presence of the Cossacks and agent of
police.

Immediately, what might be called the ex-
odus from the immense plain began. The
awnings in front of the stalls were folded up;
the thenters were tuken to ‘pieces; the song
and the dance ceased ; the shows were silent;
the flied were put out; the ncrobats repes
were lowared ; the old briken-winded horses

Tﬁnd of 1icht oake.

taboat £15,750,000 sterling. of the traveling vans came pack from their

no longer available.

have much more need of her than s
have of me. .
drawing off suspicion from m~
veling alone across the ste
guessed to be a couri

I shall appen~ -
Korpane™
must
; .. b,
Tlen, in d loud voice, he read the fotiow- | Bin

sheds, . Agents.and’ soldiers with whip o
stick stimulated the tardy ones, and made
nothing of pulling down-the tents even before
tHe poor Bohemians had lett ‘them.

Bader these energétic measures the square
of :Nijni-Novgored-would, it was evident, be
entirely evacuated:before:thie evening, and to
the tumult of:the grest fiir would succeed the
silence.of the'désert. ' ° =~ -

it must'again be repeated—for it was a ne.
éeépsary.iggravation of these gevere measures
—that to all:of those nmomads chicfly con.
cerned™in the order of .expulsiion cven the
steppes’ of Siberia were forbidden, and they
would be obliged to hasten to the south of the
Caspian Sen, either to Persia, Turkey, or the
plains of Turkestan. The posts of the Ura|
and-the mountains which form, as it were, :{
prolongation of the river along the Russian
frontier, they werenot allowed to pass. They
were therefore under the necessity of traye].
ing a thousand versts before they could tread
a free soil. -

Justas the reading of the proclamation Ly
the head of the police cameto an end, yp
idea darted instiuctively into the mind of
Michael Strogoff.

«What a singular coincidenee,” thought
he, ¢ between this proclamation expelling i
foreigners of Asiatic origin and the words ex.
changed this evening between those twe
gypsies of the Zingari race: *The Father
himself sends us where we wish 1o go,” thyt
old man said. But‘the Father’is the Ep-
peror. He is never called anything elge
amony the people. How could these gypsies
have foreseen the measure against them»
How could they have known it beforehang
and where do they wish to go? Those aré
suspicious people, and 1t seems to me that to
them the government proclamation must be
more useful than injurious.”

But these reflections, though certainly cor.
rect, were completley dispelled by another,

which drove every other thought ont o

Michael's mind. He forgot the Zingaris,
their suspicious words, the strange coinci.
dence which resulted from the proclumation.
The remembrance of the young Livonian girl
suddenly rushed into his mind.

«Poor child!” he thought to hLiwmsclf
# She cannot now cross-the frontier’

In truth the young girl was from Lica; she
was Livonian, consequently Russian, and now

could not leave Russian territory! The permit

which had been given her before the now
mearures had been promulgated was evidently
All the routes to Siberia
had just been pitilessly closed to lier, and what.

ever was the motive which was taking her to
Irhutsk, she was now forbidden to go there.

This thought greatly occupied Michael

Strogoff. He said to himself, vaguely at first,
that without neglecting anythinyg of what was
due to his important mission, it would per-

haps be possible for him to be of sonic use to

this brave girl; and this idea pleased him.
Knowing how serious were the dangers which
he, an energetic and vigorous man, wonld
have personally to encounter, througha coun-
try of which however the roads were familiar,
he could not conceal from bimsclf how in’
finitely greater they would prove to a young
unprotected girl.
utsk, she would be obliged to follow the same
road as himself,
through the bands of invaders, as he was
about to attempt doing himself. If, morcover,
and according to all probability, she had ar
her disposal only the resources necessary for
a journey taken under ordinary circumstances,
how could she manage to accomplizh it under
conditions which late events would tender
not only perilous but expensive?

As she was going to Irk-

she would bave to pass

“ Well,” said he, *if she takes the route to-

Perm, it i3 nearly impossible but that I shall
fall in with her.
without her suspecting it ; and as she appeers
to be as anxious as myself to rench Irkutsk,
she will cause me no delay.”

Then T will watch over her

But one thought leads toanother. Michnel

Strogoff had till now reasoned on the supposi-

ion of doing n kind action, of renderiny u ser-

vice ; but now another idea flashed into iy
bra_m and the question presented itself under
quite a new aspect.

«The fact is/ said he to himself, « that J

e ean
nseful 1o
A man tra-
.ppes may be cpsily

.t to the Czar. Ify o1
young girl accompanies me;
in the eyes of all the Nicholas
.t of my podorojua. Therefore, s
-%seompany me. 'L'herefore, I must find
A snin atany cost. It isnot probable that
e yosterday evening she has been able to
<ut % earringe and leave Nijui-Novgored. I
wmust look for her. And may Gud guide
me.”

Michael left the great square of Nijni-Nuv-
gorod, where the tumul$ produced by tho car-
rying out of the prescribed measurc had now
renched its height. Recriminations from the
baniched strangers, shouts from the azents and
Cossacks who were using them so brutally, all
together made an indescribable uproar. The
girl for whom he searched could not be there.
It was now nine o'clock in the morning. The
steamboat did not start till twelve. 8lichael
Strogoff had therefore nearly three hours to
employ in scarching for her whom he wished
to make his traveling companion.

He crossed the Volga again and hunted
through the quarters on the other side, where
the crowd was much less considerable. 1le
vigited every road, both in the high and low
towns. He entered the churches, the nut,urnl
refage for all who weep, for all who snffer.
Nowhere did he meet wiih the young Livo-
nian.

# And yet” he repeated, #sho could nob
have left” Nijui-Novgorod yot. Well have
another look.”

Michael wandered about thus for two hours.
He went on without stopping, feeling no
fatigue, but obeying the po*ent fnstinct
which showed bim no rbom for thought. All
wag in vain.

It then occurred to him that perhaps the
girl had not heard of the ordur, though this
wans improbable enough, for such a thundpr-
clap could not have burst wirthout being
heard by all  Evidently interested in koow-
ing the smallest news from Siberia, how
could she be ignorant of the measures taken
by the Governor, mensures which conceruqd
her so directly ?  But ifshe was ignoraut of it
she would come in an hour to the quay, a0
there some merciless agent would brutally
refuse her a passage? At auy cost, he must
sce her beforehand, and do what he could to
enable her to avold such a repulse.

But all his endeavors werd in vain, and he
at length almost despaired of finding her
a,ain.

It was now eleven o'clock, and Michaels
though under any other circimstances it
would have been uasless, theught of present-
ing his podorojun at the office of the head of
police. The proclamation evidently did not
concern him, since the emergency had leen
foreseen for bim ; but he wished to make suwe”
that nothing would hinder his departure from
the town.

Michael then returned to the other side of
the Volga, to the quarter in which was the
office of the head of police.

An immense crowd wes collected there, for
thouh all foreign ers were ordered to quit the
province, they had, notwithstanding, to §&

Her presence will be

he contrary, this -



