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THE LOST CORD.

SEAranD One day in the oflhiCe,
1 was wvcary and iii al case;

And my fingers wvanderecl idly
Among n)y noisy l<eys,

1 knaw well of what 1 was drcaniîng,
And of what I %%vas thinking then,

\Vhere, wliere had 1 laid that string away
Last night at a quarter to ten ?

It as just thc right length and thicltness
Foar the lparcel 1 wanted ta tir,

AntI 1 knew 1 bai laid kt sanicwvlere-
Where no ane cauld find kt but I.

1 saughî, but 1 sought it vainly,
That one last cord af niine,

\Vhich camne and was lost, oh ! su cjîiclly-
1 mnust look for somec other strong twine,

I liorrawed a îpiece of the clothes Uine,
Andi the parcel wvas sent on ils M-ay

\Vhcn wishing ta sharpen a pencil
My hand ta vcst pocket did stray

In .çearch of a Icaife, whcn a tiingle
My wanderin.- lingers. strtic-

And 1/1er.' was the string I had laaked far
That's always iny sort af luck

But 1 put that aId string in a çlrawver,
And lalieled it praperly ;sa,

\Vhenever 1 want a sni-.ll piece naw,
lt's thcre, and I linaw wherc ta g. <'. .

WHAT SHALL 1 DO WITH THE GIRLS?
Lt' isn't the easiest thing in tbe world for a lady to hring

up a family, or rather to spcak with tbe accuracy expected
front a Mrs. Pencherman, to know %wbat to do witb the
girl part of it in a sniall town like Rural Dell, wnen
baving emerged frorn the tom-boy, bread and butter
state, they corne borne from boarding-school full-fledged
young ladies, eager for tasting the delights of freedorn,
the glories of trains and skirt iniprovers, and in ail the
delightful exuberance of that romantic lune of life are
ready to conquer or be conquered, and not a youing man
in tbe place wortb tbe trouble, tbougb I mav say en
PassaI1, that sucb beaux as wve have capitulated without
any hesitation before the glowing roses in Molly's cbeekzs
and the elegance of Jane's manners. Naturally I wouldn'î
feel satisfied to have them begin as Lucius and I did, and
work their way up in the world step by step; but then,
alas, it is quite true to adopt the sentiments of a poet,
that in their native town,

"Full msany a girl is boni to live un-woo'd,
Or waste her lieatity an the poor and crzuee.'

Not but that the few young men ini tbe place are nice
enougb, hard-working young fellows, bonest, and ail that
sort of thing, but as the dear girls say "1they ain't a bit
nice," and of course the education my daughters have
received makes tbem a bit particular ; tbey take after
tbeir mother in that, thougb perhaps a passing giance
at their Pa as I make the remark may tempt you to smnile.
Don't. A member of Parliament is elected for greater
purposes than other people's amusement. But ta return
ta the girls, we've done our best to amuse them. They've
been ta Ottawa, and picked up ail sorts of nice ideas;
not about politics, but sweet, oesthetic ideal theories
of life, ideal theories that will require tbem. t marry

rnilionaires ; but being an observant mother, I see
no such husbands waiting for them on their native
shorts, so I amn constraincd to leave their future to
fate, and indeed the prescrit is as mucb as 1 can
manage to take care of. You see in Rural Dell the
people are so busy with the every day affairs of life they
do not as a general rule make tbe pursuit of pleasure the
flrst object in existence, and Molly and jane find home-
life diill in the extrenme after the amusements of fashion-
able society, and they get out of spirits when they con-
template the meagre supiply of pleasure offcred them in
their Owrî town. I've tried giving parties, but with four
or five youn.g ladies to every gentleman, they wern't as
entertaining as they might be; and then Rural Dell bas
only two or three bank clerks, which makes matters
worsc. And lime does bang so beavily on Miss P>encher-
man's wlien thev corne borne firom visiting. Lucius
grumrbles and wants to know why I don't make the girls
useful. Nowv tbat's just like a man. After spending
bundreds and bundreds of dollars to turn tbcmn off orna-
mental, to expect they'd take kindly to wvorking and
sweeping when they-re just full of nonsence and looking,
out for a grand time. As I said to their father, if you'd
spent years of your lîfe learning the elegancies of life
and liierature, and taking care of your complexion, do
you think that directlv youi were finished, you'd enjoy
spoiling your hands iii the 'kitchen ? In the spring-tinie
of voung lady-bood, utilitarian ideas are positiveiy repug-
naîit ta girls brougbt up as my girls bave been ; time
alone can change the effect of tbeir training. Besides, if
tbings wverc otherwisc, I'd like to catcb bimi eating any of
tbeir culinary experinients,-only the affection of loyers
or newly.rnade busbands could b i equal to such a task.
1)ear children we've educated them to be bighly decor-
ative, as it were, and FI'rn ot going to bave tbem blamed
for it, thougb in thinking of the possibilities of life, 1 sôme-
uies wonder if for a Canadian Rural Dell existence they
baven't got a littie too much finish, and in the few quiet
moments of a very busy life, I can't heip asking rnyseif
now and then, XVhat Shall I do with tbe Girls?!

J. M. LoES.
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HIS MAIDEN EFFORT.
-%-r. Kieler,-er-I menn Mr. Speaker, yaur elovation ta tilat

chair teaches us ill the great benefit of judiciaus balting, and I
rise ta let the Gav'rnent know that my support ibis stssion deperids
an whether 1 get that charter I'm ater or nat 1 "

A FELT.E-R dond can get away mit himseif. So ic was
besser dot be make himself so goot vat he can?.-Car-t
Prezel.


