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IN MEMORIAM JOHN OARRY, D. D,

Many of the readers of the Guardian will have
heard with sorrow of the sudden death of the
above~named distingnished divine, and will be
glad to read a somewhat fuller socount than
ueuasl of . a life which bas shed lusire on the
Church and country.

The subject of this notice was born in Ire~
1and, but at the age of 16 came to Canada with
his father snd eettled at Pakenham, on the
Ottawa, There when he was 21 he heard the
Divine oall and devoted himself to the Sacred
Ministry. He joined us in Bishop's College in
1848, apd was immediately rerognized asa man
of very superior mind, The izfluence he exerted
upon his fellow-students wae deep and lasting,
There was an intensity about him—an inten-
sity of devotion to study, of lave for lesrning,
especially of fiery zeal for his mother the
Church of England as the bride of Jbrist, and
with all that overbearing zesal, a childlike
simypliocity and absence of conoeit thatno gener
ous natnre could withstand, Especislly in the
oultivation of habits of systemntio reading his
influen~e and example were of the highest
value, On 8t, Matthiag’s Day, 1850, he was
made Deacon, and appointed travelling Mission-
ary in the Distriot of St. Franois, Fivo montha
later he wag ordained Priest, and given the
charge of Lieeds, and laboured there for five
years with the unflagging devotion which
charaoterized his entire ministry. In 1855 he
waa advanoced to the parish of Point Levi; this
charge, after two years, he resigned for a more
extended field of labour in the Diocese o
Toronto, where he spent the romaining 33
yeoars of his ministry and life, :

In this sketch some aocount must be given of
his lile work, his published writings, and his
oharacter. His ministry, of course, atood first
with him, and to it everything was made not
only subordinate, but tributary. He was
slways 8 diligent visitor, espocislly so in his
younger years, when the writer knew him as
his nearest clerioal neighbour in ohargo of &
large section of very rough country, where he
had to search out his people on horseback over
the woret conceivable roads.

Onoe in the house of & perishioner, however
lowly, and he was tho kind and geniul father
and friend of all, his eloquent tongue pouring
out hisstories of raored luarning upon his rastio
oirole, delighting them also with his mirth and
wit, with whioh he knew 80 well how to season
the gravar matters of his disoourse, and never
leaving them without prayer and blessing. He
was most conscientions and painstaking in his
oare for the instruotion of the young.

1t is well known, through his spesches in the
Synod of Toronto and his letters in the news—

apers, how earnest and persistent he was in

i efforts to awaken all religions persons both
inside and outside to the neocssity, if our
oountry was to be saved from moral and reli-

ious ruin, of all the religious bodies uniting
in systematically giving suoh religicna instrue
tion in the common schools of the country as
all could agree upon and as the law allowed,
Ho had himeelf arranged, in concert with the
minieters of the other religions bodies, snch a
course for the achools of %’ort Porry. Batit
was in the pulpit that he shone most briliiantly
His written nermons were apt to soar about the
capaocity of ordinary hearers, but his extem.
poraneous addresses (and pearly all his preach-
ing was extemporanesus) wore always delight-
fnf to learned amd unlearned alike. His
exposition of the gepse sud meaning of
the sacred writer was masterly, and he
would bring home to the conscience
the lessons intended with a power that
overbore all gainsaying. Charmingly would
he illustrate the points he insisted upon
out of the rich stores of Divine and human,
And all this in such chaste and beautiful Eng~

lish that it ‘was a delight to simply sit and
listen, For rich, varied, and Instrnotive
discourse, combining profound exposition of
God’s word, clearness apd fulness of dootrinsl
teaching, faithful setting forth of duty and
convincing appeals to consoience—in all these

nalities taken together, it is believed that the

anadian Church has had in our day few
preachers to compare with him.

But Dr. Qarry a¢ & speaker snd writer
largely irflaenced the Churoh and the com-
munity outside his own parish, His profound
and varied learning, his familiarity with all
ecolesinstioal antiquity, his large acquaintance
with every department of literature, aud above
all the masterly power of his pen in selting
the truth he was defending in the most con-
vinoing light gained for him loog since the ear
of the Canadian people. His services t0 the
Church of Canada as a learned divine and a
brilliant and powerfal writer have been simply
inestimable, Bat it is especially by his brethren
of the olergy that his loss will be felt, His
stores of knowledge were always at their dis-
posal, and wers freguently dra+n ppon. But
more than that, his presence among the olergy
was & never failing healthy stimulae to
ad ancement in every right direction; bat
espevially in learning, and both by private
advice and in the periodical meetings of the

Jclergy for conference and study, Dr, Carry's

counsels and his disoriminating recommenda-
tions of books were of thegreatest value,

To the general pablic Dr. Carry was best
known by his letters in the pablic press, These
were npan all sorts of snbjects—literary, eduoa.
tiopsl. sooal, ethical a8 well a8 religions, Their
mascsitne vigour, originality, and outspoken
woliness, ay wo!l ns the charm of their style,
made them very captivating. Among the most
imporinut were those on the controversy with
Rome, aod whbich won for Dr. Carry the title
of the Littledale of the Canadian Church. One
inoide 1t is worth mentioning. Snme years ago
Arohbishop Liynch was sssat'ing tne Church of
Bngland in the newspapers, using authorities
from the Fathers, one of them very telling on
his side from 8t. Athanasins. There was con.
sternation in the Roman camp & day or two
later when Dr. Carry pointed out in a letter to
the Globe that Archbishop Liynoh's authority
was from & writing which all learned Romanists
scknowledged to be spurions. The Archbishop
at once wrote and acknowledged that this was
truo, and that he himself bad been deceived.
Therp were several series of contiroversial
lejters on the Sabbath qnestion, on the Inter-
mediste State, on Tithes, and on the use of
fermented wine in the Holy Communion. The
part be took in vindioating the Apostolic origin
of Episospaoy from time to time was 8o able
that when the conference on reunion was held
three yeoars ago in Tovonto Dr, Carry was
selected by the Churoh of Epgland delegation
to prepare a written atatement of the grounds
npou which the Charch of England must
always maintain the Historic Episoopate. The
improssion made by that paper upon the mem-
bers of the other two delegations was shown
by their request that it shonld be printed for
their faller and oslmer study at home. Bat
that whioh formed the orown and glory of his
life were the twelve letters printed simultan
eonsly a few months ago in four or more of the
leading eeoular newspapers of Canada, upon
the reunion of the separated bodies of English
speaking hristians. Their great ability and
profound learning; the marvellons way in
whioh he marshalled and disposed of the
difficulties of the problem, showing the rennion
to be practioable even from a High Church-
man's point of view, with yut saorifice of prinei-
ple on either side, but more the beautifal spirit
which everywhere pervades them-—their
moderation, their conoilistory tone and temper,
learning treasured up in his unerring memory.
their gemerous conaideration towards others,

made & profound impreesion.

There remains one more si.e of Dr. Carry’s
life to be touched vpon, withont which this
gketch would be incomplete—his table talk,
His power 8s & conversationalist was one of his
most excellent gifts. The flow of his talkin
the social oircle was simply delightful. full of
variety in its subject matter, vlayful and jscose
aad always iostructive, Without the least
affort he would take captive the companvy he
was in, turning the talk into chanuels far re.
moved from ordinary gaossip, and gainiog s
delighted hearing from one and auother of
those great thonghts with which his mind and
heart were always full to overflowing. Aund
when he fonnd a really intelligzent aud appre.
ciative circle, how would he glow and expand
and pour himseif out in eloquent talk, brilliant
with quotation and all on fire with the entha.
sinem of goodness. Thegood that ha did, the
handreds that ke instracted, the influence he
exercised by his rare gift through his long life
ir, I believe, guite beyond calvulation.

Mention has been made of Dr. Carry’s learn-
ing. In every departmert of sacred lesrning
his knowledge was exant. He had a sound
acquaintance with the Hebrew and Syriac
language ; and besides his familiarity with the
Greek and Latin classios, which be kept up to
the end (“I am reading an ode of Horace every
day,” he wrote some months back), he had an
intimate acquaintance with the ecolesinstio
Greek and Latin writers. His knowledge of
Biblioal exegesis and oriticiam was extensive
and exact. To say that he knew the Hebrew
Bible and Greek Testament from end to end
were to say little; he had seratinized every
text and examined every diffl:ulty over and
over again; and to meditation upon the Holy
Soriptures the first and best of his time and
thought was always given, Bat not only
sacred learning, in all literature he was exten—
sively read. His especial delight, however,
was 1n poetry, indeed his mind was essentially
poetical, aud he was himself & verse writer of
no mean order,

In estimating Ds. Carry’s oharaocter, every-
one at all intimately acquainted with him
would put first the transparent honesty of his
nature, and next his conrage. To eay that he
had the courage of his opinions was to say
little, All his lifethrough he not only incurred
obloguy by writing vehemently against opi-
nions and practices in favour with the publio
which he believed to be injurions, but he agsain
and again deliberately entered into ocontests
where he knew he wounld exoite prejndice and
dislike against himself personally, But what
espooislly bound his friends to him was the
affeotionateness of his mataure, his unususily
warm and loving heart. The highest quality
of all was the depth and power of his personal
religion. There lies before the writer a M3.
volume of his prayers, mainly intercessory,
extending over more than 30 years. If one
did not otherwise know it, an hour spent over
this sacred relic would oonvince anyone that
Dr. Carry was essentially a man of prayer.

His health had been much broken for several
years, and he knew that he was liable at any
moment to besummoned away, ard often spoke
of it. His death, instantaneous from heart
failure, ashe was on his way to give the
Blesaed Ssorament to a aick parishioner, was a
veritable euthamasia. Port Perry, from which
he will alwaya be oalled (Johannes a Portu he
onos called himself in A fiash of wit), holds his
mortal remains, Where he himself, we may
hope, is, may best be seen from his Christmas
greeting to the writer a short time since :—
“The circle of years narrow, and so I thirk in-
tensifies the affection whioh we entertain for
the lessening number of friends. Soon sll
gloomy views will be dispelled, and in that
blessed mysterions Paradise of God we shall
love without a fear and without a clond.”

H 8
Bishop’s College,

Lennoxville, sth Feb., 1892,



