
138 THE CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN

**W. wish we could stal, that the. day passed witiiout anything serlaus
ocurring in any part of the. province. But we art compellkd Io add that
human lite was sacrifiseci by the deinon of laclion. Tii. nassace af Slab-
town. near St. Catherincs will long bc rememb.red .is ant of the. painful
resulis of thi ntroduction of Orangism into Canada. It appears tlut a pro-
cession was cantemplatedi at St. Catherines and lears being entertalned that
such a display would lead to a breach of the. peace special canstables were
sworn in and a request was sent to Col. Muter at Niagara, wiio at once sent
soldiers to protect the. proc.sslonists. FlnaUly the iIdea af the procession was
abandanied, and the. Cathallc party was lnduced by the. pried tol disperse, but
as they pas.dc through Slabtawn thcy iiad ta go by lhe building wh.r. the.
Orangemen were asaembled. WileI passing an entoxicated man In the. party
of Catiiolicî fired a pisiol at the. bouse. Immediatly the. lire was returned
wills murderous eff.ct. Two men kiU.ed and many wounded."

This article is believed to have been written by
James Lessie (of the firm of Lessie & Sons, who
issued the " Lessie two pence ") a strong opponient
of the Orange Association hence its bias. A shorter
but more correct account of the affair, from. St. Cathe-
rines journal, gives the facts more concisely :

"Tii. Orangemen nat belng very numeraus In lui neighbourhood no
procession was farmed but they dlned tagftier twa miles fram Si. Caîhe-
rines whre tiiey wr. attack.d by 300 or 400 persons whicii resulted in the.
death af fiv. and f-ftten wound.d ai the. latter part?. Verdict ai coraner's
inquest. justi fiable horiitocd."

The attacking party here mentioned was a corn-
pany of labourers on the Welland Canal. The "Slab-
town " of the newspapers or " Centreville Mils" o!
medal was situwtted on one of the Iocks above the
town of St. Catherines, at probably what is now
known as Thorold.

3 ObV. TH-E GLORIOUS AND IMMORTAL MEmoRY Ex.
i690 i L. o. A. Wiliam MI on horseback, to the
right, cantering, a mounitain i the distance.


