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commnunicaItionS to the MORNING CIERONICLE of the i 2th

and of the 2ist Jaiiuary last invitcd students of Canadian
history to discuss the question submittccl by your Englishi
antiquariatn friend, Col. R. E. Carr, askiiig for their views as
to the existence of an organizcd priory of tbc Knights of
j crusalent and Malta, at Quebcc. under thc French regime.

At the outsct. 1 cexprescd thce grave doubts 1 entertaincd
as to the existence, in this cit>', of suchi an expensive edifice
(blaving cost £40.000 stg.) as that ilu'Žntiolned ini the Italian
version of thc Aici a Caitllcr, printe,1 at Lcghorli in
1763. Aniong the several learned disquîsitiots called fortit
by the cnquir>', onec pal, bearing the signature of 'Mr
J. E. Roy'. of Levi, b), it-. fullniess and accurate dctails,

lervdmention. 4AIr. Roy %vrote in French -I atiptcd
to Itrescunt your i:eaders with an IZngIi-.h sunintary of bis
able Imper, %viilst reviev'îng the %vhole case.

Mr. Roy, very propcrly qu<ted a passage fromn Kno.x's
7'uu/of the siege of Qucbcc in i759, ini which occurs

inter alia, an account of the public edi(iccs churcbcs, colle-es,
monasteries, convents, &c., whicb tlis gencrally accuratc
observer bad noted, ini the city, after the capitulation. One
of blis statemlents ks certainly c.ilculatcd to arrest attlention,
Knox speaks of la stately and unfinisbced bouse for the
Knigbits I lo.ipitallers,"-otn which seemingly Mr. Roy bascd
bis aisertioiî : that the foundttions of a bou.ie of the Order
wcrc once laid on the rock of Quebec, but that a l>riory of
the Ordcr tiever exi.ted in the colon>'." Until additionai
proof bc produc.ed, 1 also ani inclined to agrec %vith Ibini
No organii.ed Cbapter cver cxisted here-at nmost, as Knox
observe.,. Ila stately and unfinisbied Flouse for the Knights

I Iopitlles." Could Ktio'c hav'e miistaken the hii Dieu
Coi'ivi-les Ilospi/aljers tic tordre dic Saint Augusfî,
founded b>' the piou, Duchesse D'Aiguillon ini 1639, at Que-
bec, for Kuiights I Ioïpital1ers. This is unlîkely and the
Italian transiator of the A;ncricait Gaz-elieer renderinig it as
"Ca-.a//ù'ri Girr-osodciiipitaiii ?"


